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A Companion to the
YEA Life of Christ Series
Intermediate Book Two

“Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the judgments, which the LORD your God
commanded to teach you, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go to possess it. . . And thou
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house,

and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up”
(Deuteronomy 6:1, 7).

What could be more important than teaching teenagers the way of God and anchoring them to Jesus
Christ? As the Scripture above shows, once a week is not nearly enough. Youth Educational Adventures
(YEA) offers an ongoing series of lesson books for five age groups between the ages of three and 20 to be
used at home or in Sabbath School. Each YEA book has an easy-to-use Teacher’s Guide available to show
you step-by-step how to make each lesson come alive and reach the minds and hearts of those you teach.
For your teen(s) to benefit to the fullest, we recommend that you order these YEA books to use along with
the daily activities that follow.

We hope that you will encourage your teen to stay with this program to the end when they have their
20th birthday. Think of the difference it could make in children, families, communities, and even our world
if every child and teen were taught the biblical and character principles that your teenager can learn in the
R.E.A.C.H. Activities.

Putting the R.E.A.C.H. Activities together has been a labor intensive project, and certainly not without
cost. We’ve made them FREE  because we want them to be accessible to every child and teenager. If you
would like to help defray the cost of this program, your contribution would be greatly appreciated. You
can mail your check to Christian Educational Ministries, P.O. Box 560, Whitehouse, TX 75791, or you can
call 1.888.BIBLE.44 or go to www.borntowin.net to make a credit card donation.

The purpose or objective of these easy-to-use, concise activities is to provide at least a week’s worth of
activities for you to use:

? To give teens an opportunity for self-directed study.
? To deepen comprehension and retention of the YEA lessons.
? To make the current YEA curriculum more easily adapted to the unique needs of:

1. Homeschooling parents who need a daily lesson/activity.
2. Parents who wish to extend or enrich the lesson for a family Bible study.
3. Sabbath School teachers who would benefit from an activity supplementary to those
     currently available.
4. Intermediate-age students who are ready for independent work.
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Notes, Explanations, and Materials Needed

These activities are designed to be used by the teen independently. However, discussion with others
(family, friends, teachers, etc.) is always beneficial and should be encouraged. Directions for writing a
Bible notebook are included. Organization of thoughts, ideas, personal reflection, information, goals, and
plans can be very beneficial in developing a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ, providing documenta-
tion for homeschooling purposes, demonstrating growth and development, as well as making information
retrieval much easier.

Materials Needed
YEA Students’ and Teacher’s books, Bible, Bible notebook (see explanation below), Bible concordance,
Bible dictionary, Bible encyclopedia, atlas, Bible map book, source for Bible culture, pencil, pen, colored
pencils or markers, drawing paper, CEM Hymnal

Bible Notebook
The notebook can be a three-ring binder filled with notebook paper and several dividers for different
sections or a multi-subject spiral notebook. The different sections can be divided into the journaling
section, the word study section, a note section, a research section (for maps, etc.) and a question section.

Suggestions for Daily Study
Plan to make Bible study a part of your daily routine. Here are a few suggestions:
1. Find a quiet place, such as where you do your homework.
2. Begin with a prayer.
3. Study or review your lesson.
4. Read your Daily Devotional. Think of how it relates to the lesson.
5. Choose to work (or continue working) on one R.E.A.C.H. activity.

Using the Sections
Each lesson has activities in six sections. Time requirements for completion depend upon the teen. More
in-depth study and research in one area could cover, potentially several days. Conversely, one activity
could be used each day. Therefore, the activities do not all have to be done, but are designed to target
different interests of the teen. The Intermediate R.E.A.C.H. activities are divided into these sections:

Spotlight Memory Verse
In this section a word from the memory verse is suggested for word study with a concordance, lexicon,
and Bible dictionary. The teen will find three supporting or connecting Scriptures relating to the
memory verse.

Where in the World?
In this section, map work and study is suggested, specific to the lesson.

They Did What Back Then?
In this section, study into Bible culture is suggested, specific to the lesson.
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Making It Mine
In this section, comments and questions help direct the teen to make a personal application from the
lesson. This is implemented as a writing assignment in the Bible notebook and can be either personal
reflection or prayer.

Worldview Collisions (see below for explanation)
In this section, the teen explores how the secular and biblical worldviews collide in the lesson. He/she
is directed to find support for the biblical worldview from a variety of sources, including biblical,
philosophical, archaeological, scientific. Directions, suggestions, and resources will be given each
week to aid in this book-long project.

Questions?
Remind teens to write down (in their Bible notebook) questions they may have as they are doing the
activities, working through the lesson, reading the Daily Devotional, or reading the Bible. That way
they will remember to ask someone. Also ask them to share the really interesting things they’re learn-
ing with family and friends.

Worldview Collisions
(See examples on page 4)

What is a worldview?
It is the foundation of beliefs upon which you view the world around you.

Why is it important?
Your worldview becomes the basis of the rationale for why you do what you do, how you think
about issues, and how you interact and react to others and their worldviews.

What is my worldview?
Go to www.worldviewweekend.com to take a short test to identify your worldview. After taking
the 85-question test, you will see your score and what the score should be for a strong biblical
worldview.
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What are some examples of worldview collisions?

Biblical worldviews
1. God instituted marriage between one man and one woman for life.
2. God is the Creator.
3. God gives life, which begins at conception, and life is sacred.
4. Life should be respected from conception to death.
5. God sets the standard for right and wrong.
6. Fornication and adultery are wrong.
7. God will someday judge all that we have done, including our words.
8. The end does not justify the means.
9. God exists and is actively involved in the affairs of mankind.
10.There is one way to God.
11.Salvation is a free gift of God; your works do not earn salvation.
12. The Bible is God’s inspired word.

Other worldviews
1. Marriage should be between any two (or more) human beings who wish to cohabitate.
2. Life evolved.
3. Since it is her body, a woman should be free to end her pregnancy with an abortion.
4. Old, infirm, and inferior people are expendable and/or unnecessary burdens.
5. Each person determines right and wrong; truth is relative.
6. If it feels good, do it.
7. Go for the gusto; this is all there is.
8. The end justifies the means.
9. God doesn’t exist; God is everything and in everything around us; It is impossible to know if God

exists.
10.There are many ways to God.
11.Your eternal reward depends on your actions, like a balance sheet.
12.The Bible is a historical record, mostly myth, full of errors, not to be trusted.
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Memory Verse Spotlight
There are three words that describe the “law” and “commandment” in the memory verse: holy, righteous,
and good. Use a Bible and Bible tools to find the meaning of these three words. In your Bible notebook
explain how the application of the meanings of holy, righteous and good, adds to your understanding of
the memory verse. Read Romans 7. Now read Romans 7:12 in three different Bible translations. Write the
translations in your Bible notebook to compare and contrast the word usage. Which translation do you
believe best explains the full meaning of holy, righteous, and good? Explain your answer in your Bible
notebook. Read Exodus 20 as you practice the memorization of verses 1-17 during Book 2, Living to Win!

Where in the World?
Is it possible to visit the location where God gave the Ten Commandments? Why or why not?  Use Bible
tools to support and explain your answer and then write your findings in your Bible notebook.

They Did What Back Then?
“An altar of earth you shall make for Me. . . you shall not build it of hewn stone; for if you use your tool on
it, you have profaned it” Exodus 20:24-25 (NKJV). The Archaeological Study Bible (NIV) says this: The
special sanctity of the Israelite altar is reflected in the biblical injunction to build it of uncut stones (Exodus
25). The New King James Version Study Bible adds: “to cut the stones with tools would ‘profane’ the stone,
in other words, make it common and ordinary—the opposite of holy, sanctified, consecrated, set apart.”
Nothing about God, the Almighty Father, is common or ordinary. Take the Commandments of God to heart.
Apply them to your life and find out how extraordinary your life can be with the Holy One.

Making It Mine
Your lesson tells you the purpose of the law is to show you how to be safe and happy. Martin Luther said it
in a different way: the law is a curb, a guide, and a mirror. It curbs, or keeps, you from unknowingly going
the wrong way. It guides, or directs, you into going the right way. It is a mirror, to show you how sinful you
are and how very much you need the Savior, Jesus Christ. Write about a time when keeping God’s law
fulfilled each of these roles in your life: a curb, a guide, and a mirror. If you can’t think of examples, ask your
parents for examples in their lives.

Worldview Collision (see page 3 for an explanation)
A biblical worldview says that God has the right to determine what is right and wrong. Other worldviews say
there are no universal absolutes, governments/leaders get to decide what is right or wrong, or right and
wrong is changing with society. The law of inertia states that an object at rest or in motion will continue at
rest or in motion unless acted upon by an outside force. The law of gravity and inertia work together to
cause you to pick up speed as you ski downhill. The tree is the outside force which stops your downward
momentum. These laws of nature are as absolute as God’s moral laws. It is, was, and always will be wrong to
murder, to tell lies, to worship other gods, to profane the Sabbath. In your Bible notebook, write about how
a correct worldview of God’s right to determine what is correct has affected your life.
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Memory Verse Spotlight
Reflect on the title of this YEA lesson: The Joy of Giving. In your Bible notebook, answers these questions:
What and why do you give to others? Where and when do you give to others? Do you feel obligated to
give to others sometimes? Have you ever given a gift to someone, but you really didn’t want to? Are gifts
the only way to give to someone else? Who do you think gets the greater joy, the giver or the receiver of a
gift? If you feel comfortable share your responses with your family or a good friend. The purpose of
journaling your thoughts are to help you focus on an area that makes some people very anxious and even
depressed. People who do not have much money feel awkward as a special occasion approaches or when
they feel obligated to “give,” whether it is to a ministry or church, within the family, school, or the office.
Read Scriptures that teach the purpose and order of giving: tithing to God—He owns everything and gives
you everything you have (Malachi 3:8-10), to your family ( Galatians 6:10), the needy (Matthew 25:35),
and others (Luke 6:38). Understanding the Scriptures will encourage you to be a joyful giver!

Where in the World
To gain a better understanding of where Jesus was sitting in the Temple, read 2 Kings 12. Joash instructed
the priests to collect money to repair damage to the Temple. This will give you a better perspective on how
the money was handled and distributed.

They Did What Back Then?
There are two Scriptures in the Book of Acts that are quite amazing considering the worldview of giving:
Acts 2:44-45 outlines quite specifically the attitude of giving among the believers: “All the believers were
together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he
had need” (NIV). Later in Acts 4:32 the same theme is present, “All the believers were one in heart and
mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had” (NIV).
Consider this: Under what circumstances would you be willing to sell your possessions, or share everything
you have?  Examining our hearts for the motives we act on can be very difficult. God knows our weaknesses.
That’s why we need Him. When we are weak He is strong! (Philippians 4:13 NIV). If you are willing to give
to, or serve someone in need, let your family or teacher know so that you can be pointed in the right
direction. Be a good steward of your time and resources and serve others with a cheerful heart!

Making It Mine
If you are like most people, God has given you a limited amount of resources: time, money, talents and
abilities. You are called to be a good steward, a good manager, of the things God has given you. So it’s a
good idea to make a plan and budget to make the most of these resources. God is always first. That’s a given
to the devoted Christian. But it’s a balancing act to correctly put the rest of your life into the proper priority.
You have resources to serve God, serve and help care for your family, and to work and/or go to school, in
order to continue to have the money resource to use. First, make a list of your resources in your Bible
notebook. Then make a workable plan for using your resources in a way that honors and pleases God.
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Worldview Collision (see page 3 for an explanation)
A biblical worldview says that God has a right to the first tenth and the best of what you earn. This is not
giving. You owe it to God—it’s His! If you don’t return it to God, you are stealing. A secular worldview
pledges to give if there’s anything left over after you pay all your bills and buy what you want. In your Bible
notebook, write down the reasons why the first thing you should do is to pay back to God the first ten
percent of what you make. Here’s a good place to start: God owns it all. Once you’ve compiled a list, use a
concordance to support the reasons on your list. For instance, God owns it all, you could use Job 41:11,
“Everything under heaven belongs to me.” Share this list with your family.
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Memory Verse Spotlight
The memory verse in The Living Bible translation sounds like a cause and effect relationship, doesn’t it?
Because you make the Kingdom of God your primary concern, the result or effect is that God will give you
your needs from day to day. You may not know what promises God has given you or even be familiar
with the Kingdom of God. By utilizing a Bible tool such as a concordance, you will be able to locate
Scriptures to explain and teach God’s promises and His Kingdom. In your Bible notebook set up two
dividers. Label one divider “Promises” and the other “Kingdom of God.” Use a Bible and concordance to
locate Scriptures related to these two very important biblical topics. As you continue your Bible studies,
remember to record Scriptures that will connect you to the promises of God and His Kingdom. Share your
Scriptures with family or class. Prepare a set of “promise” Scriptures. Create note cards, greeting cards, or
bookmarks to send or to give to someone as a gift.

Where in the World?
You may be able to relate to the lives of Daniel and his friends. They were taken captive to a place called
Babylon. Daniel had some very difficult obstacles to overcome living in Babylon because its culture was
the opposite of where he had grown up. Daniel was taught to obey and love God, but the people in
Babylon worshiped pagan gods and idols. The king wanted to change him but Daniel was steadfast in his
obedience to his God. Daniel’s captivity affected him physically and spiritually. The world today is luring
you into a type of “Babylon” as well. While no one is physically restraining you and carrying you off to a
foreign land, today’s culture does take you captive with its emphasis on looks, money, and status. It wants
to impress upon you that you are more important than anything and everything. The pressure to give in
can be overwhelming; you don’t want to be different than everyone else. Sometimes it is just as hard for
adults to resist the temptation to give in to the world’s ways. In your Bible notebook record an example of
how today’s culture wants to take you captive. To better appreciate Daniel’s story of resisting the pressure
to give in and to look instead to an “eternal connection” with his Savior, read Daniel 1-6. He stood up
against a king and his decrees time and again and came out victorious. However it is how he did it  that
makes Daniel’s story an inspiration for anyone who seeks a closer relationship with Jesus Christ and the
Father. As you read through each chapter, write in your Bible notebook each problem Daniel overcame
and how a positive outcome was accomplished. Use Bible maps to locate Babylon. Is there a modern day
Babylon?  Record your thoughts about Babylon, past and present, in your Bible notebook.

They Did What Back Then?
In times of repentance, “kings and their subjects alike would humble themselves before the Lord in a
posture of humility with fasting, sackcloth and ashes to. . . seek the visitation of his favor” (NIV Archaeo-
logical Study Bible, p.820). If you are not familiar with the meaning of “humility,” use a Bible and other
Bible tools, such as a dictionary and concordance to find its definition. Another form of the word humility
is humble. In your Bible notebook, write down a Scripture that teaches about humility.
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Making It Mine
Imagine there’s an apple on the table. To an ant, that apple would look like meals for the next month. To
a child, it would look like an entire meal. To a horse, it would look like an appetizer and where’s the rest
of my lunch? It’s all about perspective. List what is most important to you in your Bible notebook. Now
look at each item you listed from different perspectives: 1) the present—how important it is right now;
2) the future—how important it will be to you in five years, 10 years, 30 years; 3) how your parents view
that item; 4) your friends’ perspective; and 5) Jesus’ perspective. Think about the words to “Turn Your
Eyes Upon Jesus.” “Turn your eyes upon Jesus, look full in His wonderful face, and the things of earth will
grow strangely dim, in the light of His glory and grace.” Write about it in your Bible notebook. Pray about
the important things in your life and ask God to help you re-prioritize, if you need to.

Worldview Collision (see page 3 for an explanation)
A biblical worldview says God is the most important; other worldviews substitute something else for what
is really most important. Think about what is most important to you. (See Making It Mine above.) How do
you acknowledge importance? How do you show that something is the most important thing/person/
idea to you? What do you spend most of your time thinking about? Where does your money go? What
do you do with your time?  Don’t buy into a false worldview. Seek ye first God’s kingdom.
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Memory Verse Spotlight
Partner with a family member or friend to compare and contrast the memory verse with 1 John 2:15-16.
Further your Scripture study by discussing the words “pure,” “undefiled,” and “corrupt.” In your Bible
notebook make a list of ways to keep yourself unspotted from the world. Put a mark next to the way or
ways that pose the biggest challenge for you. Spend time in prayer and share your concerns with God.

Where in the World?
Map the man’s journey from Jerusalem to Jericho. Studying Bible maps reveals landforms and terrain in
this particular area when this event occurred. Why would bandits or robbers have easy access to unsus-
pecting travelers?  Write your thoughts on the subject in your Bible notebook.

They Did What Back Then?
Lamps in New Testament days were small, made of clay, and burned olive oil drawn up by a wick. They
were put on lamp stands often set in a niche built into a wall. Set up like this, the lamps gave off the
maximum amount of light in a room (NIV Archaeological Study Bible, p. 1565). Matthew 5:14 says, “You
are the light of the world.” Jesus made this statement while speaking to a crowd on a mountainside,
possibly near Capernaum. As a follower of Jesus Christ, you are a light before everyone! Put yourself in
places where you can be “on a stand” so that the darkness of the world fades away. Let it shine so that
the world can see your work and praise your Father in heaven. Did you notice that the praise is not for
you, but for the Father?  Everything you do should bring the Father glory and honor!

Making It Mine
Matthew 6:43-44 says to love your neighbor and your enemy and to pray for those who persecute you.
Jesus was not talking about loving in a purely theoretical sense. He fully intended for Christians to show
their love through their actions. This is not easy. It is very easy to love someone who is good to you. It is
very difficult to show love to someone who is trying to harm you. What about the middle ground? Those
people you don’t even know. When you look at Matthew 6:43, Jesus covers the two extremes. It implies
that everyone in the middle is covered as well. You are not exempt from showing the love of God to
everyone. Think of someone you know who is very difficult to love. It can be someone who gets on your
last nerve or someone who mistreats you. What is the first thing you need to do to show love to that
person?  Pray for them. Ask God’s blessing on that person. Ask for God to change your attitude and be
willing to love that person. That does not mean you put yourself in harm’s way. It means you treat them in
a way that brings glory and honor to God. Pray about how to be that light that God calls us to be for Him.
Make a reasonable plan for implementing your ideas with your family or church.
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Worldview Collision (see page 3 for an explanation)
A biblical worldview says to honor others more than yourself; other worldviews place supreme impor-
tance on self. 2 Timothy 3:1-2 lists the characteristics of people in the last days before Christ’s return. The
very first characteristic on the list is “lovers of themselves.” Is this true in our society today?  It is a trend.
People gradually become more concerned about themselves and less concerned about others. It’s a
selfish, ignorant philosophy which is extremely short-sighted. A person may get along by himself just fine
when times are good. But when times are bad, he will need help from others more and more. Look up
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, Hebrews 10:25, and Luke 16:1-9. Read these Scriptures. Write in your Bible notebook
how these fit into a biblical worldview of building relationships with others in a godly way.
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Memory Verse Spotlight
Use a Bible and Bible tools to locate three different Scriptures to refer to when you need guidance in
forgiving someone who has offended or hurt you. Write them in your Bible notebook or on note cards for
easy reference. Challenge yourself by memorizing at least one of the Scriptures. Search the Scriptures for
the story of someone whose life was changed by the power of God’s forgiveness and mercy. Write their
story in your Bible notebook and share it with family or class.

Where in the World?
Use a Bible and Bible tools to find out more about the Skull, the place where Jesus was crucified. Write
this information in your Bible notebook. A very well known forgiveness Scripture was spoken by Jesus
Christ at His crucifixion. He said “Father, forgive them for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke
23:34 NIV). Jesus was asking His Father to forgive the people who were putting Him to death! All who sin
have crucified Jesus. He paid the penalty for our sin and then asked God, the Father, to forgive us. Because
of His sacrifice, we have the opportunity for eternal life.

They Did What Back Then?
Read John 19:23-24. What happened to Jesus’ clothing at His crucifixion? Why was this done and what
prophecy was fulfilled?  Find the answers using your Bible tools and record the information in your Bible
notebook.

Making It Mine
Normal human feelings cause you to want to pay back for a wrong done to you. It is a very Christian
feeling to have peace because you’ve trusted God to settle accounts. Read Romans 12:17-21. Look
specifically at verse 21. Why are we to leave the retribution to God’s care? “Do not be overcome by evil,
but overcome evil with good” (Romans 12:21). If we decide to get even, then we’ve been overcome by
evil. That’s not our goal! Spend a few minutes thinking about someone who has hurt you (physically or
emotionally). If it takes you a long time to come up with a name, good. You probably have given the
situation to God. If you can think of one or more people right away, it would be a good idea to spend
some time in prayer, asking God to help you forgive that person, to use the situation to bring glory and
honor to God, and to be at peace. Also, think about taking the situation to your parents. Talk with them
about it. You don’t want to put yourself in danger when someone is hurting you. You just don’t want to
get even. Getting counsel from your parents will help you decide how to avoid or resolve a bad situation
or help you understand the process of giving it to God.
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Worldview Collision (see page 3 for an explanation)
A biblical worldview says it is God’s right and position to avenge a wrong; other worldviews say to pay
back evil for evil with a little extra to ensure there’s no repetition of the wrong. Have you ever watched
two children playing together?  It isn’t very long before one of them does something to irritate, hurt, or
embarrass the other. So the second child retaliates. The situation escalates until one child runs to the
parent and says, “Joey did such-and-such.” Most parents have heard this so many times, they don’t even
take the time to unravel the line back to the original offense. But did you ever stop to consider that going
to the parent is just the next step in the retribution escalation?  That child is really hoping the parent will
spank, yell, or otherwise punish the other. Sometimes that’s what it’s like when we go to God for ven-
geance. We want God to “get” that other person who wronged us. The reality of the situation is that our
sins caused the death of God’s Son. What that other person did to us pales in comparison. Do we really
want God to administer punishment for offenses committed?
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Memory Verse Spotlight
Ask someone you know about their decision to be baptized. If you feel comfortable, ask more than one
person to share their testimony. Before you talk to them, write down a few questions you would like to
have answered. What was the most important thing that person shared with you?  Write down the most
important thing you heard or talked about in your Bible notebook.

Where in the World?
The rich young man encountered Jesus while He and the disciples were in Judea. How can this region best
be described? What is its history?  Use a Bible and Bible tools to find out more about this biblical region.

They Did What Back Then?
How did the young rich man acquire his wealth? What kind of jobs did they have in Bible times?  Using
Bible tools, research different Bible occupations in the Old and New Testament. Display your research as a
newspaper employment ad and share it with family or class.

Making It Mine
This lesson talks about the need for repentance and baptism if you want to have eternal life. Are you
ready for that step?  Think about this. Pray about it. If you think you are ready, list the reasons why you
are. Pray about this list. Then take your list to your parents, your Sabbath School teacher, pastor, or other
godly adult. If you don’t think you are ready, list the reasons why you aren’t ready and list possible
consequences for putting off baptism. Pray about this list with God. There is a time when God calls you;
don’t put off responding to that call. Get yourself ready to come to Him. Putting off baptism could cost
you the opportunity of being with your friends and family for 1000 years in God’s Kingdom. Is that what
you want?

Worldview Collision (see page 3 for an explanation)
A biblical worldview says there is one way to eternal life—through Jesus Christ. Other worldviews say
there are many ways to eternal life. People who adhere to these other worldviews try to make it seem that
Christians are intolerant and deceived. The truth is, God is the Creator of the Universe. He gets to decide if
there is an eternal life and how it is gained. God, in His great mercy, has made a way to redeem sinners
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, His only Son. It is God’s right to extend that mercy to
each of us. In your Bible notebook, write a paragraph as if you were talking to someone who believes
there are many ways to eternal life. What Scriptures would you cite?  (John 10:1-9 is a good one.) Make
your essay as convincing as possible. Then share it with your family, friends, or Sabbath class.
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Memory Verse Highlight
Find Matthew 7:7 in another translation. Which translation do you prefer?  Write it in your Bible note-
book. What is most difficult for you to understand about prayer?  Ask God to give you a heart to under-
stand, seek wisdom through His word, and knock daily at His door!

Where in the World?
Use a Bible and Bible tools to find the location of Jesus and His disciples when He told the parable of the
persistent widow. Draw a map of this Bible region in your Bible notebook and compare it with a current
map of the area. What are the similarities or differences?  Write them in your Bible notebook.

They Did What Back Then?
Throughout time there have been orphans and widows. The Scriptures have much to say about the care
that they should receive. Use your Bible and find specific Scriptures that instruct about the care of orphans
and widows. Look in both the Old and New Testaments. Did the instructions ever change?  There were no
Goodwill nor Salvation Army stores, so poor and needy people were taken care of and looked after by
family members or church brethren. Does this sound familiar to you? Why or why not?

Making It Mine
What was the last request you made of God? Did He answer that request? Was the answer yes, no, or
wait? Why do you think God gave the answer He did? Do you believe that God has your best interest at
heart? Can you think of any Scriptures that would make you think He loves you and only wants the best
for you? Look up and read 1 John 3:1; Matthew 6:25-26, 7:9-11; James 1:17,  4:3. It’s a matter of trust.
Do you trust God enough to accept it when His answer to you is no?  Write a prayer to God. Tell Him your
feelings about how you trust Him or not, how you are willing to accept His will for your life or not, and
how you need His help in trusting Him and submitting to His will in your life.

Worldview Collision (see page 3 for an explanation)
A biblical worldview says that God’s goal is your salvation. A false worldview says that once you become
a Christian, God will give you everything and you will never experience pain, sorrow, or deprivation
again. God does take care of us. He does make our path straight. But that doesn’t mean our lives will be
easy and pain free. God knows what we need in our lives in order to get us into His Kingdom. In your
Bible notebook, write a response to the false worldview. Why would it not be in your best interest for God
to give you everything you wanted? Why does God say we will continue to experience pain, sorrow, and
deprivation even though we are Christians? What is the purpose of those things in the life of a Christian?
Use Scriptures to support your views.
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Memory Verse Spotlight
This YEA lesson includes an activity with questions for which all the answers could be found in the Book of
Proverbs. What is a proverb?  Your challenge is to write a proverb from Ecclesiastes 2:26 in your Bible
notebook. How does your proverb compare with the YEA lesson memory verse? Share it with family or class.

Where in the World?
Solomon is a major writer of the Book of Proverbs. According to the NIV Archaeological Study Bible,
“Similar compilations from the ancient Near East date from Solomon’s time or much earlier. Solomon’s era
was the most prosperous and sophisticated in Israelite history. If any period was likely to have produced
works of wisdom literature, it was precisely this one.”

They Did What Back Then?
“Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of praise.” James 5:13 encourages you to be happy and to sing
praises. Why do you think James said to sing if you are happy? And who should you praise?  With your
family or class discuss songs that everyone likes to sing when they are happy. Which songs also reflect
praise to God?  In your Bible notebook write the words to a song or two. Depend on these words to lift
you up in times of discouragement. They will probably bring you a small measure of happiness!

Making It Mine
Most people want to be happy, but happiness can be an elusive emotion. Being an emotion, happiness
swells and wanes. It is like chasing after the wind to make happiness your primary goal in life. The
Christian looks instead to something much more constant: contentment. Contentment is a state of mind.
Contentment depends on you and how you react to your circumstances. The Apostle Paul wrote, “I have
learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living
in plenty or in want. I can do everything through him who gives me strength” (Philippians 4:12-13).
What is the secret of being content? Why would you want contentment rather than happiness?  Read
Philippians 4:4-13. Then answer the two questions above in your Bible notebook.

Worldview Collision (see page 3 for an explanation)
“ . . . Choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve. . . But as for me and my household, we will
serve the LORD” (Joshua 24:15). A biblical worldview calls us to serve God, to put Him first in our lives.
Other worldviews put self, or riches, or happiness, first. The reality is, whatever you put first in your life
becomes your god. Your own pleasure, the abundance of things you accumulate, the goal of your
personal happiness—all of these things can become a god that you worship instead of the Creator, the
Redeemer, the Author and Perfecter of your faith. If you seek to serve God, then your outlook focuses on
the eternal, not the temporal. If God is first in your life, then you seek the things of God—His laws, His
holy days, His direction in your life. If you’re looking to the Creator for direction in making your life work,
you have a good shot of avoiding some major problems, heartaches, and pain. Find a proverb which
contrasts God’s way with man’s way. Put it into your own words. Apply it to your own life. Decide for
yourself whom you will serve.
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Memory Verse Spotlight
Another word for perseverance is endurance. What does “endure the race” mean to you?  When you are
with a class or maybe family members, it may be difficult to speak up and share what you really feel. In
your Bible notebook, write down and pray about what entangles you and keeps you from running the
race. No one needs to see what you wrote unless you want to share it with them. Remember that Jesus
wants you to cross the finish line. He will be waiting for you on the other side! Endure to the end!

Where in the World?
When Jesus spoke in parables He used something familiar to explain the unfamiliar. In this YEA lesson the
familiar was the seed. In what part of the Bible regions would seed be found?  Using your Bible and Bible
tools find out why seed was something common or familiar to the hearers. Write your information in your
Bible notebook.

They Did What Back Then?
The disciples were eager to learn from Jesus, especially about the meanings of His parables. “Explain to us
the parable of the weeds in the field” (Matthew 13:36 NIV). The disciples asked for an explanation and
Jesus did not ignore their request. Read Matthew 13:24-43 for the whole story.

Making It Mine
In your Bible notebook, write about a time in your life when you really had to persevere to obtain your
goal. Why did you work so hard? What was the goal? Was the goal worth it when you arrived?  Then
write about the goal of eternal life in God’s Kingdom. Why is that goal attractive? What will God’s
Kingdom be like?  Find Scriptures to support your ideas. Write down practical ways for you to reach the
goal of God’s Kingdom. It’s a race, and if you’re going to win, you have to work at it.

Worldview Collision (see page 3 for an explanation)
A biblical worldview focuses on the goal of God’s Kingdom and becoming God’s son in His family. This
outlook impacts daily choices; decisions are colored by faith in God and what He has reserved for those
who love Him. A true Christian LIVES his/her belief in God and His eternal reward. Other worldviews see
this life as all there is. When you die, it’s all over. Still other worldviews predict that there’s life after death,
but it is uncertain and unknown. If either view is true, then each person should grab as much of what
brings pleasure and happiness to the self as possible. People with these views take a selfish and temporal
approach to life. Think of how each worldview would respond to this statement: You only go around
once, so make it count. In your Bible notebook, compare and contrast each worldview and its impact on
daily life choices.
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Memory Verse Spotlight
How does your memory verse relate to the Sabbath day?  Write the verse in your Bible notebook. When
did you first observe the Sabbath?  In your Bible notebook write down the approximate date and explain
what happened on that day. For example where did you go and with whom?

Where in the World?
Use Exodus 16:2-30 as the basis for a mural, comic strip, song, or play/skit. Include Scriptures and maps in
your project from other related Scriptures. Share your project with another YEA class.

They Did What Back Then?
Begin research (who, what, when, where, how, and why) on the Sabbath, or seventh day. Scriptures can
be any reference to those who observed the Sabbath as well as its purpose. One suggestion is to use
assorted ruled index cards, with one set including four different colors. In that case combine what and
how, and when and where. Use supplies that best showcase your information. Use your research to teach
a younger YEA class about the Sabbath.

Making It Mine
There are so many pressures on Christians to abandon God. Some are obvious and extreme. Some are
insidious; they creep up on you unawares. Celebrating the Sabbath from Friday sundown to Saturday
sundown is challenged by our society both blatantly and craftily. Are you under pressure from your peers,
your coach, your school, relatives, etc. to not keep the Sabbath holy?  If you are feeling some pressure,
you can bet the rest of your family is too. So make time to have a family meeting this week. Talk about
what you want to do to make the Sabbath special each week. Talk about how you can work together as a
family to encourage each other to truly rest and worship on the Sabbath. Write these ideas down. Select
the ones which are truly doable. Then make every effort this Friday evening to bring the Sabbath in as a
holy day with your family.

Worldview Collision (see page 3 for an explanation)
A biblical worldview says to obey God’s commandments, including “Remember the Sabbath day to keep
it holy.” Other worldviews say it’s okay to rest when you need to, but don’t let resting keep you from
doing what needs to be done or from pursuing what brings you pleasure or money. One view is eternal;
one view is temporal. Which one will last?  In your Bible notebook, chart the pros and cons of Sabbath
observance. Do it for yourself, so that the next time someone tries to tempt you away from worshiping
God, you’ll already be  convinced in your own mind of what you should do.




