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A Companion to the
YEA Life of Christ Series
Intermediate Book One

“Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the judgments, which the LORD your God
commanded to teach you, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go to possess it. . . And thou
shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house,

and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up”

(Deuteronomy 6:1, 7).

What could be more important than teaching teenagers the way of God and anchoring them to Jesus
Christ? As the Scripture above shows, once a week is not nearly enough. Youth Educational Adventures
(YEA) offers an ongoing series of lesson books for five age groups between the ages of three and 20 to be
used at home or in Sabbath School. Each YEA book has an easy-to-use Teacher’s Guide available to show
you step-by-step how to make each lesson come alive and reach the minds and hearts of those you teach.
For your teen(s) to benefit to the fullest, we recommend that you order these YEA books to use along with
the following daily activities:

The purpose or objective of these easy-to-use, concise activities is to provide at least a week’s worth of
activities for you to use:

 To give teens an opportunity for self-directed study.

 To deepen comprehension and retention of the YEA lessons.

 To make the current YEA curriculum more easily adapted to the unique needs of:
1. Homeschooling parents who need a daily lesson/activity.
2. Parents who wish to extend or enrich the lesson for a family Bible study.
3. Sabbath School teachers who would benefit from an activity supplementary to those

currently available.

4. Intermediate-age students who are ready for independent work.
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Notes, Explanations, and Materials Needed

These activities are designed to be used by the teen independently. However, discussion with others
(family, friends, teachers, etc.) is always beneficial and should be encouraged. Directions for writing a
Bible notebook are included. Organization of thoughts, ideas, personal reflection, information, goals, and
plans can be very beneficial in developing a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ, providing documenta-
tion for homeschooling purposes, demonstrating growth and development, as well as making information
retrieval much easier.

Materials Needed
YEA Students’ and Teacher’s books, Bible, Bible notebook (see explanation below), Bible concordance,
Bible dictionary, Bible encyclopedia, atlas, Bible map book, source for Bible culture, pencil, pen, colored
pencils or markers, drawing paper, CEM Hymnal

Bible Notebook
The notebook can be a three-ring binder filled with notebook paper and several dividers for different
sections or a multi-subject spiral notebook. The different sections can be divided into the journaling
section, the word study section, a note section, a research section (for maps, etc.) and a question section.

Suggestions for Daily Study
Plan to make Bible study a part of your daily routine. Here are a few suggestions:
1. Find a quiet place, such as where you do your homework.
2. Begin with a prayer.
3. Study or review your lesson.
4. Read your Daily Devotional. Think of how it relates to the lesson.
5. Choose to work (or continue working) on one R.E.A.C.H. activity.

Using the Sections
Each lesson has activities in six sections. Time requirements for completion depend upon the teen. More
in-depth study and research in one area could cover, potentially several days. Conversely, one activity
could be used each day. Therefore, the activities do not all have to be done, but are designed to target
different interests of the teen. The Intermediate R.E.A.C.H. activities are divided into these sections:

Spotlight Memory Verse
In this section a word from the memory verse is suggested for word study with a concordance, lexicon,
and Bible dictionary. The teen will find three supporting or connecting Scriptures relating to the
memory verse.
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Where in the World?
In this section, map work and study is suggested, specific to the lesson.

They Did What Back Then?
In this section, study into Bible culture is suggested, specific to the lesson.

Making It Mine
In this section, comments and questions help direct the teen to make a personal application from the
lesson. This is implemented as a writing assignment in the Bible notebook and can be either personal
reflection or prayer.

Worldview Collisions (see below for explanation)
In this section, the teen explores how the secular and biblical worldviews collide in the lesson. He/she
is directed to find support for the biblical worldview from a variety of sources, including biblical,
philosophical, archaeological, scientific. Directions, suggestions, and resources will be given each
week to aid in this book-long project.

Questions?
This section reminds the teen to write down (in their Bible notebook) questions they may have as they
are doing the activities, working through the lesson, reading the Daily Devotional, or reading the
Bible.

Worldview Collisions

What is a worldview?
It is the foundation of beliefs upon which you view the world around you.

Why is it important?
Your worldview becomes the basis of the rationale for why you do what you do, how you think
about issues, and how you interact and react to others and their worldviews.

What is my worldview?
Go to www.worldviewweekend.com to take a short test to identify your worldview. After taking
the 85-question test, you will see your score and what the score should be for a strong biblical
worldview.
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What are some examples of worldview collisions?

Biblical worldviews
1. God instituted marriage between one man and one woman for life.
2. God is the Creator.
3. God gives life, which begins at conception, and life is sacred.
4. Life should be respected from conception to death.
5. God sets the standard for right and wrong.
6. Fornication and adultery are wrong.
7. God will someday judge all that we have done, including our words.
8. The end does not justify the means.
9. God exists and is actively involved in the affairs of mankind.
10.There is one way to God.
11.Salvation is a free gift of God; your works do not earn salvation.
12. The Bible is God’s inspired word.

Other worldviews
1. Marriage should be between any two (or more) human beings who wish to cohabitate.
2. Life evolved.
3. Since it is her body, a woman should be free to end her pregnancy with an abortion.
4. Old, infirm, and inferior people are expendable and/or unnecessary burdens.
5. Each person determines right and wrong; truth is relative.
6. If it feels good, do it.
7. Go for the gusto; this is all there is.
8. The end justifies the means.
9. God doesn’t exist; God is everything and in everything around us; It is impossible to know if God

exists.
10.There are many ways to God.
11.Your eternal reward depends on your actions, like a balance sheet.
12.The Bible is a historical record, mostly myth, full of errors, not to be trusted.
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Memory Verse Spotlight
Look up the word “confession.” Write down the Greek word and its meaning.
Then find three other Scriptures where this word is used.

Where in the World?
Photocopy a map which shows an overview of the Roman world in 5 B.C. High-

light the major trade routes and cities. Then copy a current map to compare. Make a special
place in your Bible notebook to keep your maps for future reference.

They Did What Back Then?
Research Roman occupation of Judea around the time of Christ. These questions will get you started:
When did Roman General Pompey incorporate Judea into the Roman Empire? Who was Herod the Great?
How did he become king? Who was Augustus Caesar and when did he rule? Find two Scriptures which
indicate what life was like under Roman occupation.

Making It Mine
Although God promises to reward those who obey Him and punish those who disobey, God’s timing is
always involved. Think about Jesus: Jesus suffered greatly. Was it because of His disobedience? No. We
know Jesus never sinned! Rather, because of Jesus’ obedience to the Father’s will, He is now seated at
God’s right hand. He was rewarded for His obedience, in God’s time.

So suffering does not always indicate you are outside the will of God. It can mean He is trying to teach
you something. Think of a time when you suffered. Did you suffer because of sin? If it wasn’t a direct
result of your sin, then pray about the situation and ask God to show you what He wants you to learn.
Make a section in your Bible notebook for journaling your thoughts. Write about suffering, sin, conse-
quences (both negative and positive), and God’s timing.

Worldview Collisions (see page 3 for an explanation)
A secular worldview says that there is no absolute right or wrong. The individual gets to decide what
works best for him or her. A biblical worldview says God sets the absolutes of right and wrong; God’s laws
are a reflection of His character. Using a concordance, find three to five Scriptures that talk about God
setting the standard. (Hint: Good words to look up might be: words, laws, decrees, ways.)

Questions
As you’re working through the YEA lesson, Daily Devotionals, doing the activity, or reading the Bible, be
sure to write down any questions you have. That way you’ll remember to ask someone. Also remember to
share the really interesting things you’re learning with family and friends.
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Memory Verse Spotlight
What do you think of when you hear the word “praise”? Look up the word
“praise.” Write down the Greek word and its meaning. Write out two Old and
two New Testament Scriptures where this word is used.

Where in the World?
Research the Temple in Jerusalem. Create a model, brochure, or drawing of the Temple.

Explain the function of each part of the Temple to your Sabbath School class or family.

They Did What Back Then?
Zacharias was confronted by the angel Gabriel on probably his only day of duty in the Temple in his
lifetime. Were there requirements for serving in the Temple? What exactly were the “priestly duties”
inside the Temple? Research “priestly duties” and record the facts on index cards. Use those facts to create
a “Help Wanted” ad on poster board and present it to your Sabbath School class or family. Finally, search
for Old and New Testament Scriptures that refer to the Temple, and record them for future reference.

Making It Mine
God can and does answer prayers, small prayers and big prayers. But God is not a genie in a bottle who is
there to give you everything you desire. God’s will is that you would be in His Kingdom. The prayers He
answers with a “no” are as much a part of His plan for you as the prayers He answers with a “yes.”

Imagine you are baby-sitting a younger brother or sister, neighbor, or other small child—someone that
you truly like and enjoy. You are in charge of this child for a week. Do you say “no” when he wants
something because you dislike the kid? Do you say “yes” because what he wants is good for him, or
because you don’t want to say “no”? Sometimes it helps to understand that God answers your prayers
out of His love for you. In your Bible notebook, write about God’s purpose in answering your prayers.

Worldview Collision (see page 3 for an explanation)
A biblical worldview says God exists. Other worldviews maintain that either God doesn’t exist, He is not
interested in the affairs of mankind, or it is impossible to know if God exists. Knowing and believing God
exists is the foundation for your belief that God can and will answer your prayers.

Do some research. What are proofs that God exists? Intelligent design is a place to start. Personal testimo-
nies from Christians who have had their lives dramatically changed by God’s power is another possibility.
Start a list of proofs for God’s existence in your Bible notebook. Add to your list as you find evidence.

Questions
As you’re working through the YEA lesson, Daily Devotionals, doing the activity, or reading the Bible, be
sure to write down any questions you have. That way you’ll remember to ask someone. Also remember to
share the really interesting things you’re learning with family and friends.
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Memory Verse Spotlight
Where is the word “rejoice” first found in Scripture? There are other forms of the
verb “rejoice” in Scripture: rejoiced, rejoices, and rejoicing, for example. What is
the meaning of “rejoice” according to Strong’s Concordance? What are the
Hebrew and Greek words for “rejoice”? Record this information for future use.

Where in the World?
Locate the town of Nazareth on a Bible map. What are the features and landforms of this town

today? The word Nazareth, according to Strong’s Concordance, means sprout, branch, or watchtower.
How do these words relate to what was happening in Nazareth in Lesson 3? Record your thoughts, and
then find two other Scriptures where Nazareth is mentioned.

They Did What Back Then?
As stated in the YEA lesson, under the law of the day, Joseph could have publicly humiliated Mary for
expecting a baby outside of marriage. In today’s culture this is not common. Why do you think it was
humiliating then but not so today? What other circumstances or situations brought about public humilia-
tion in the culture in which Mary and Joseph lived? (Hint: Check out Mary Magdalene.) What were the
consequences besides public humiliation? Share what you find with your Sabbath School class or family.

Making It Mine
How do you like your lollipops? Fresh and clean? Or half-eaten and sticky? Do you prefer one all to
yourself? Or do you prefer to share one with everyone on the bus? And, that’s a lollipop! Think about
how much more important and intimate your moral purity is. Write about your convictions in your Bible
notebook.

Worldview Collision (see page 3 for an explanation)
God’s standard, the biblical worldview, says intimacy belongs only in marriage. A secular worldview says,
“If it feels good, do it” or “If it doesn’t hurt anybody, why not?” Using a concordance, find three to five
Scriptures which talk about keeping the marriage bed pure, or refraining from fornication and adultery.
We know how God felt about Mary’s choice to remain pure before marriage. Be sure you know how God
feels about your choices about sexuality.

Questions
As you’re working through the YEA lesson, Daily Devotionals, doing the activity, or reading the Bible, be
sure to write down any questions you have. That way you’ll remember to ask someone. Also remember to
share the really interesting things you’re learning with family and friends.
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Memory Verse Spotlight:

Find the meaning and significance of the name “Savior.” Find and explain at least
two Scriptures that speak of, and reveal the Savior.

Where in the World?
Today, hospitals and homes are the places of choice to deliver babies. Doctors or

midwives attend the birth and watch over both the mother and the baby. Family and
friends may be there to celebrate and welcome the baby into the world. Can you visualize the place

where Mary and Joseph delivered their newborn son? Read the Gospel accounts of Jesus’ birth. Where
were you born? Who was there? Who was the doctor or midwife at your birth? Who witnessed Jesus’
birth? Finally, why would the Savior’s birth be in such a place as a stable? Share and discuss.

They Did What Back Then?
Why did Caesar Augustus decree that everyone should return to their ancestral home for registration?
What was his motive? Research about how many people were affected by this decree.

Making It Mine
Have you ever seen anyone drive through a yellow light that turned red when they were halfway through
the intersection? Our family joke was, “That light was orange!” But the light wasn’t really orange; there’s
no such thing as an orange light because you can’t mix the yellow and the red. In the same way, you
cannot mix the things of God with customs that are pagan—not if you want to remain pleasing to God.
Make a list of things that the world tries to include in the birth of Christ that don’t belong there. For
example, we know Jesus was born in Bethlehem in a manger; however, not on December 25th. In another
list, write the things which are pagan trappings of Christmas; i.e., December 25th or the Christmas tree.

Look at your two lists. Keep the things of God, but put them where they belong—around the time of the
Feast of Tabernacles. And then get rid of the things that are pagan customs. Don’t use them to try to
worship God. It is not pleasing to Him.

Worldview Collision (see page 3 for an explanation)
A biblical worldview says God sets the standard for right and wrong. That includes how He wants to be
worshiped. A false biblical worldview says that we can take things that were once pagan and use them to
worship our God. Read Exodus 32 (specifically 4-5). When Aaron made the golden calf, he told the
people that the idol was God, the One who had brought them out of Egypt. Do you know what God’s
reaction to the people’s behavior was? Read Exodus 32:9-10 and Deuteronomy 12:3.

Questions
As you’re working through the YEA lesson, Daily Devotionals, doing the activity, or reading the Bible, be
sure to write down any questions you have. That way you’ll remember to ask someone. Also remember to
share the really interesting things you’re learning with family and friends.
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Memory Verse Spotlight
Wisdom is mentioned frequently in Scripture. What is wisdom? Can someone just
ask for wisdom and receive it? Search the Old and New Testament to understand
what wisdom means. Make a list of Scriptures that explain wisdom, how to
achieve it, and how it can help you in your Christian life. Find at least two people

in the Bible whom you consider good examples of living wisely. Explain why.

Where in the World?
Research the history of the city of Jerusalem. What is the meaning of the name “Jerusalem”? Use maps to
compare Jerusalem of the past with Jerusalem today. What are the major differences? Create a travel
brochure of Jerusalem as it looked in Jesus’ time. Would you have wanted to live in Jerusalem at that time
in history? Why, or why not?

They Did What Back Then?
There was quite a crowd of people in Jerusalem for the Passover. It may be hard for you to understand if
you compare it to how people observe Passover today. Why was Jerusalem crowded for this festival
season? How did the people observe Passover? Compare it to today’s observance by your family, friends,
and church. Discuss your thoughts and feelings about Jesus observing this festival season.

Making It Mine
If you are blessed to have great parents, make sure you let them know how much you appreciate them.
Great parents have the kind of love for you that means they do what they think is best for you even when
you don’t like it. Write about a time when your parents acted with this kind of love towards you.

If you don’t think you have great parents, write a prayer for strength and wisdom to keep God’s com-
mandment to honor your parents anyway.

Worldview Collision (see page 3 for an explanation)
The Fifth Commandment says to honor your father and mother. This is the biblical worldview. A humanis-
tic/secular worldview says that children have rights which should take prominence over the rights and
desires of the parents. International society would make public education a right of all children, thus
making it a crime (child abuse) for parents to homeschool their own children.

Questions
As you’re working through the YEA lesson, Daily Devotionals, doing the activity, or reading the Bible, be
sure to write down any questions you have. That way you’ll remember to ask someone. Also remember to
share the really interesting things you’re learning with family and friends.
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Memory Verse Spotlight
What is the Greek meaning of the word “baptism”? Explain what you have
learned about baptism. What verses help explain baptism to you the best?
Write them down and memorize them to help you remember what you need to
know about baptism.

Where in the World?
The Jordan River has a very interesting history for the people of God. Research this historical river

and then choose a creative way to share your findings.

They Did What Back Then?
Think about how news was communicated back in the days when John was preaching and baptizing.
How did word get around? What did the people hear from others about his message? People came from
all over Judea to hear John preach. They left their homes to make the journey to hear what John had to
say. Once they heard John’s message of repentance they chose to be baptized. No one “made” that
choice for them. It was a personal decision. They chose to change their lives by confessing their sins. The
people then had to make a journey home. How far a distance would you travel to make a life-changing
decision as these people did? Discuss and share ideas as a group.

Making it Mine
You probably think you are a pretty good person. After all, you’ve never done anything really bad, such
as kill someone. But that’s not what God says. Romans 3:23 says that all have sinned and fallen short of
the glory of God. What about you? Are you a good person? Or do you need the Savior to rescue you
from this body of sin? Will you be in God’s Kingdom because you really haven’t done anything very bad?
Or are you condemned without the blood of Jesus which makes you right with God? Think about it. Pray
about it. Then write about it in your Bible notebook.

Worldview Collision (see page 3 for an explanation)
The biblical worldview says there is only one way to God—salvation through Jesus Christ. Other religions
would tell you there are many ways. You are not being intolerant of other religions when you disagree;
you are only stating what the Creator of the Universe has said. Where did God say there’s only one way
(Jesus Christ) to eternal life? Use your concordance to find three to five related Scriptures. Then write a
paragraph stating what you believe about salvation.

Questions
As you’re working through the YEA lesson, Daily Devotionals, doing the activity, or reading the Bible, be
sure to write down any questions you have. That way you’ll remember to ask someone. Also remember to
share the really interesting things you’re learning with family and friends.
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Memory Verse Spotlight
Focus on the word “deliver” and “deliverer.” Look up the meaning of “deliver,”
both Hebrew and Greek. Find two Scriptures for each word. Share the Scriptures
and discuss the context in which they were used.

Where in the World?
Using Bible maps, locate the area that was considered the desert wasteland of

Judea. Explain why it was called a “wasteland.” What is that area called today?

They Did What Back Then?
After Satan tempted Jesus three times, he left and angels came to minister to Jesus. What does it mean “to
minister”? From Scripture, find the purpose of angels and at least two references to Jesus and angels.
Share your findings with others.

Making It Mine
The activity in the YEA book tells you to read your Bible and pray to help you avoid temptation. These are
two very good tools for avoiding temptation. In addition, there are a few other things you can do:
1) Choose the right people to be around. Choose people you trust to do the right thing and to hold you

accountable to do the right thing.
2) Stay away from people who will get you into trouble. Is there someone you really like who is not a

good influence? It would be wise to only be around that person when they can’t get you into trouble.
3) Flee: If you get into a situation where you are tempted to do the wrong thing, get as far away from the

situation as fast as you can. Can you think of someone in the Bible who fled? (Hint: His story is in Genesis.)
4) Prayer: 1 Thessalonians 3:17 says to pray continually. Remember that God wants you to seek Him. Max

Lucado says, “Pray always. Sometimes use words.”
5) Bible study: Psalm 119 outlines how God’s Law makes you wiser than your enemies. Satan is an enemy

who would love to devour you, steal your joy, and cause you to stumble in your relationship with God.
Don’t let Satan win.

Think about your life and what changes you might need to make to avoid temptation. Write a plan in
your Bible notebook to help you implement the changes.

Worldview Collisions (see page 3 for an explanation)
A biblical worldview says that abortion is murder. A secular worldview says that a woman has the right to
decide what is right for her body. What Scriptures can you find to support or refute these two opposing
views? Write a paragraph stating your beliefs about abortion. Use Scriptures to support your beliefs.

Questions
As you’re working through the YEA lesson, Daily Devotionals, doing the activity, or reading the Bible, be
sure to write down any questions you have. That way you’ll remember to ask someone. Also remember to
share the really interesting things you’re learning with family and friends.
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Memory Verse Spotlight
Without using a reference book or Bible, write down everything you know about
Jesus Christ. Use your Bible and concordance to find Scriptures that will verify
what you wrote down. What did you learn from your search? Share and discuss.

Where in the World?
The men Jesus chose to follow Him had an arduous task ahead of them. Where did

Jesus send them? Use Bible reference books and maps to trace the paths of at least two of the
Apostles. Choose a creative way to share the information.

They Did What Back Then?
Jesus told two men beside the sea to follow Him and He would make them fishers of men. Immediately they
dropped their nets and followed Him! Then He told two more fishermen to follow Him. They left their boat
(and their father) to follow Him. This seems shocking today! What were they thinking? Why would they
leave everything behind, including family, friends, and jobs? How do you think Jesus calls people to follow
Him today? Search the Scriptures for answers. Make a list of the men Jesus called to follow Him. Next to each
man’s name, write his occupation and at least two more facts about him. Share and discuss.

Making It Mine
Jesus says in Matthew 5:14, “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone
in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and
praise your Father in heaven.”

You are a light for God. It is your choice whether you let that light shine or hide it. Your choice has eternal
consequences. Imagine coming face to face with someone in God’s Kingdom who thanks you for being a
light which led him/her to Jesus. Wow! Can you imagine standing there, knowing you were used of God
to bring that person into God’s Kingdom. What would your next thought be? Perhaps a regret that there
weren’t more people you had brought there. Give of your best to the Master. Don’t leave room for regret.

In your Bible notebook, make a list of ways to implement the community service ideas you began
thinking about in your YEA activity this week.

Worldview Collisions (see page 3 for an explanation)
A biblical worldview says we are called to be servants. A secular worldview says our attitude shoud be
“me first,” because we deserve it. Find three to five Scriptures which support the biblical worldview. Write
a paragraph comparing the two. Write a defense for the biblical worldview. Reflect on how you can be
more of a servant.

Questions
As you’re working through the YEA lesson, Daily Devotionals, doing the activity, or reading the Bible, be
sure to write down any questions you have. That way you’ll remember to ask someone. Also remember to
share the really interesting things you’re learning with family and friends.
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Memory Verse Spotlight:
Find the meaning of “seek” as it is used by the psalmist. Use the Bible and
concordance to locate Scriptures that explain how to seek God. Write down the
Scriptures for future reference.

Where in the World?
Mary knew where she needed to be: at the feet of Jesus, her Master! What do you think it

would have been like to sit and hear Jesus teach? Whenever we open our Bible and study, we are
symbolically at His feet. What would you have wanted to hear Jesus talk about and teach? Find the
Scripture to support your choice and share it with others.

They Did What Back Then?
Jesus was welcomed into the home of Mary and Martha, and He visited there more than once. They
offered Jesus hospitality and friendship as well as meals. What kind of food do you think they might have
served Jesus? Research the food of the area or region in which Mary and Martha lived. Write a menu of a
selection of those foods that Jesus may have eaten at their house. Then write a menu of what you might
serve Jesus today if He were to visit your home. How are the menus the same? Different?

Making It Mine
What do you devote time to? Keep track. Chart how you spend your time for 24 hours. Look at your time
allocation. Of all your activities, what has lasting value? What will be important to you in 15 years? Write
a prayer in your Bible notebook asking for God’s wisdom and guidance in the things you choose to do.

Worldview Collisions (see page 3 for an explanation)
A biblical worldview says a person has value because he/she belongs to God, that is, who he/she is in
Christ. Other worldviews say a person has value because of what he/she can do. The more contributions
he/she makes to society, the more valuable that person is. Choose one example from the Old Testament
(such as David, the youngest of his family), and one from the New Testament (i.e., 1 Corinthians 1:26-30),
that highlight the value God attributes to a person and why.

Make a bookmark with a synopsis of the ideas (one from the Old Testament on one side and one from the
New Testament on the other side). Decorate and laminate with clear contact paper. Use a paper punch to
tie a ribbon onto one end. Put this bookmark in your Bible as a reminder every time you pick up your
Bible that your value is in your relationship with God the Father and Jesus Christ.

Questions
As you’re working through the YEA lesson, Daily Devotionals, doing the activity, or reading the Bible, be
sure to write down any questions you have. That way you’ll remember to ask someone. Also remember to
share the really interesting things you’re learning with family and friends.
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Memory Verse Spotlight
What does the word “remember” mean in the memory verse? What else does the
Bible say about “remember” or “remembering”? Find two Old and two New
Testament verses that teach what God wants you to “remember.” Share and
compare your verses with someone else’s verses.

Where in the World?
What exactly is a “synagogue”? What does the word mean? What do synagogues look like inside

and outside? Where were the synagogues in Jesus’ day and why would He be teaching in one? Where is
the largest number of synagogues in the world today? Why? Choose a way to creatively share your
information.

They Did What Back Then?
While Jesus had many followers, the Pharisees and Sadducces challenged Jesus at almost every turn.
Why? Who were these men and why would they feel uncomfortable with what Jesus was teaching?
Today people speak out against the teaching of Jesus Christ, too. Research who the Pharisees and
Sadducces were and compare their complaints against Jesus with the complaints of people today. (This
can be done as a group. Newspapers and news magazines, as well as Internet sites may be helpful.)

Making It Mine
Write about the last time you missed out on something because it was on the Sabbath. Include how you
felt and what you did instead. Write it all down—your frustrations, discontent, whatever. Then, imagine
Jesus is standing in the room with you. Stand up and read out loud what you’ve written. Jesus already
knows you are frustrated (if you are). He knows your discontent (if it’s there). He knows what’s in your
heart. Writing it all down and saying it out loud will help you to put it all into perspective.

Worldview Collisions (see page 3 for an explanation)
A biblical worldview promotes an attitude of seeking to please God. A secular worldview promotes an
attitude of pleasing yourself. What’s better? Pleasing the Great God of the universe, the Creator of all, the
Savior of the world, or pleasing yourself who cannot create anything, isn’t the god of anything, and
cannot even save you. From a logical standpoint, spending time doing anything but pleasing our Awe-
some God makes absolutely no sense. Find three to five Scriptures that talk about pleasing God. What
pleases Him? What doesn’t please Him? Make a list. The next time you have a choice about what to do,
think about those lists. Where would that choice go—the pleasing-God list or the pleasing-me list?

Questions
As you’re working through the YEA lesson, Daily Devotionals, doing the activity, or reading the Bible, be
sure to write down any questions you have. That way you’ll remember to ask someone. Also remember to
share the really interesting things you’re learning with family and friends.




