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Personal from. . .

Rosald L. Dart

Dear Friend,

| firstread“Mere Christian-
ity,” by C.S. Lewismorethan 20
yearsagoand | till pull it down
off theshelf onceinawhile. Itis
oneof themost insightful booksl
have ever read onthe Christian
faith,and | am sureitisoneof the
most widely read. Lewis purpose
inwriting the book wasto discuss
hisreasonsfor beingaChristian—
not aparticular kind of Chrigtian,
but a“mere” Chrigtian. There
were, hethought, somethingsthat
cut acrossthe Chrigtian faithand
wereincommonto nearly ever
branch of thetree—or, as| recall
him puttingit, every roominthe
Chrigtian house.

Itisatightly reasoned book,
and includes someimportant
ingghtsthat everyonewho cals
himself aChristian should at least
read. Thebest thing about Lewis
ishisclarity. Whenyou disagree
with him, asyouwel may, itis
easy to seewhereand why.

When | sat downtowritea
booklet on“Basic Christianity,” |
waslooking over my shoulder at
Lewis work, but | waslooking at
something rather different. Lewis
tackled thesubject first by logic
and sound reasoning. | am starting
with theassumptionthat theBible
story istrueand | wanted to

consder what the New Testament
evangdiststold usabout Jesus at
themost e ementary level. Much
of what dividesand confusesthe
Chrigianfaithisnot thebasic
stuff. Itisoften highlevel theology
which deal swithmattersnot at all
clear inthewrittenrecord.

Moseswrotethisdown along
timeago, butitisstill just as
relevant today. Hetold Isradl,
“Thesecret thingsbelong unto the
LORD our God: but thosethings
which arereveaed belong unto us
andto our childrenfor ever, that
wemay do all thewordsof this
law” (Deuteronomy 29:29). And
naturally, we busy ourselves about
the secret thingswherewe have
no hope of certainty, and neglect
therevededthingswhichareplain
and easy to understand. Itisthe
revealed truth that isthe primary
message of evangdlism.

But among therevealed things
aresome subtleideasthat tend to
get overlooked. When we set out
to read the New Testament and
thestory of Jesus, itiseasy to
missthesimplefact that the
Chrigtianfaithwasnot an entirely
new religion. Christ himself was
born of aJewish girl andwitha
very important |sraglitelineage.
Theforerunner of theMessiah,

John the Baptist, wasthe son of a
priest. Hisfather wasal evite,
who got the announcement of his
son (and thevery first notice of
thearriva of theMessiah) froman
angel standing at theright sde of
thealtar of incenseinthe Temple.
Sowithanodto C.S. Lewis,
I would liketo offer you afree
copy of abrand new booklet
titled, “ Basic Chritianity, Inthe
Beginning.” Thebooklet starts
with Matthew and Luke and takes
anintimatelook at the Christian
fathinitsearliest days. It contains
important insghtswhich canclear
up some of thefog that surrounds
the beginnings of Jesus work. To
get your copy, just check the box
ontheenclosed card and returnit
tous. Thebooklet isfree but, as
aways, any contributionyou can
makewill beabighelp. Also, fedl
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freeto ask about the cost of
multiplecopies.

May God blessyou asyou
continueto seek Hiswill.

Withlovein Christ’ sservice,

Rowald L. Dart

PS. If youhaven't seenaradiolog
inawhile, besureand ask for one.
We have added someimportant
new stationsinthepast few
months. Onemay beinyour area.

Radio Update

Please note the following
new stations:

Hot Springs, AR
KXOW 1420 AM
Sunday 9:00 p.m.

WE’RE LOOKING FOR AFEW GOOD MEN!

Do you want to makeasig-
nificantimpact onthelivesof the
Church’'syoung people? Here's
your opportunity. Men, weneed
your help with the Y EA 2002
Feast ClassesinNiceville. Staff-
ing iscurrently underway and
many dedicated, experienced
volunteershaveaready signed
up. But oneimportant thing is
lacking. Weneed moremale vol-
unteerssothat every level class
will haveamalerole modd to
provide the balance and per-
Spectivethat’snot possiblewith-
out them! No teaching experi-
enceisrequired—justagenuine
interest in working with the
Church’s next generation.
Choosetheagegroupyou’ dlike
towork with: ages 3-5, 6-8, 9-
11,12-150r 16-19. There'sno
better way to provideleadership,

be arole modd and make adif-
ferenceinthelivesof our children.
Please contact Toni Coffeeat
tjcoffee@903internet.com or write
to her careof CEM tosignup.

Making Life Work

Tune in for the latest
weekly broadcast.

March 16 - March 22
Knowing God 5
March 23 - March 29
Knowing God 6
March 30 - April 5
Knowing God 7
April 6 - April 12
Knowing God 8
April 13- April 19
Christian Origins 50

March 28" - Terrell, Texas First Day of Unleavened Bread
Ronald L. Dart will be conducting servicesfor the First Day of Unleavened Bread, Thursday, March
28th, in Terrdl, Texas. We meet inthe Fellowship Hall of the United M ethodist Church, 503 W. College
(behind thelibrary). Servicesbegin at 2:00, followed by aPot L uck Meal. For moreinformation call
Ralph Collinsat 817-246-1874 or call Faye Brown at 1-888-BIBL E-44.

Calendar Of Events

March 26™ - Tyler, Texas Passover Services
Ronald L. Dart will be conducting Passover serviceson Tuesday evening, March 26, 2002, at the Tyler
Church of God, located at 6094 New Copeland Road, Tyler. Serviceswill begin 6:45 pm. For more
information call Faye Brown at 1-888-BIBL E-44 or email to faye@cemnetwork.com.

April 3" - Independence, Missouri Last Day of Unleavened Bread

Ronald L. Dart will be conducting servicesfor the Last Day of Unleavened Bread, Wednesday, April 3,
in Independence, Missouri. Themeeting will be held at the Community of Christ Church at 31st and
Cryder inIndependence. Fellowship, with finger foods, beginsat 12:30 pm and servicesat 2:00 pm. For
moreinformation call Leonard Cacchio at (816) 524-2442 or email at Cacchio01@aol .com.
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Growing A Community Church

What do you do if your church has no minister?
Can your church grow and thrive?

Minigtersarevery importanttoa
church. But when God hasnot yet
provided, Chrigtiansdtill havethe
responsibility toworship together
andreachtheir community. Learnas
you read thearticlebelow by Ron
and CynthiaSdadin and sharethe
joy of churchgrowthintheSt. Louis
area. Growth hashappened with
compassi onateleadership, dedica-
tion, alot of hard work, and the
inclusonof youngandolddikein
minidry.

Our group beganmestingina
home each Sabbath, and by fal of
2000, wefelt the need to securea
larger and morecentra mesting
place. After visting withthe Captain
of aSdvation Army building, we
soon began meeting there. Without
anordained elder, wedecided to
continuewith the open-Biblestudy
format that had begunwhen only
two or threefamiliesweremeseting
together intheir homes. Now, many
of thementaketurnsfacilitatinga
discussion, whichto date hasbeen
primarily focused on practica topics
withintheChrigianwalk.

Thereareobviousdifferences
among us, but wetry to beunitedin
the essentid's, have an attitude of
freedominthenonessentids, and
exhibitlovetowardseach otherinall
things. Therehhasbeen aremarkable
freedom within our group. Perhaps
thisisbecauseof agenerdized
redization of our individua wak with
our Savior —knowing that Godis
teaching useach new thingsaswe
areready for them. Andwedoit
because of theassertion“who are

youtojudgeanother man's
servant?’ Weasoredizethatiron
sharpensiron and that noneof us
hasthewholetruthyet. It could
asobethat weareall alittleleery
of another split and, not wishingto
rock the boat, weavoidthe
nonessentials.

Atany rate, our Sabbathsare
very full: an hour or soof praise
andworshipinmusicand prayer
requests, aninety-minuteBible
study, and two hoursfor potluck
andfdlowship. Our musicworship
serviceisamixtureof children’s
SoNgs, mess anic musi ¢, contempo-
rary songs, andtraditiona hymns.
Onceamonth, theteensmake
sandwichesto takedowntowntoa
homdessshdter.

Wehaveabout 20 adultsin
attendance, and perhaps 30
younggtersfrominfantstoyoung
adults. Wehave, at times, some
difficulty withnoiseduringtheBible
study with that many youngsters.
But they aredl becomingmore
disciplined, andwehaveanursery
for restlesspreschoal children.
Oneadult and oneteenager
overseethenursery each week.
Usudly weonly missoneBible
study every twomonths. Thisisa
gmadl sacrificewemakewith
thanksgiving. All of usarevery
cognizant of thefact that children
areablessngfromGodand are
not only thefuture of thechurch,
but they are very much a part of
the church today.

What keepsour childrenand
young adultscoming?Many of the

childrenmight say, “Momand Dad
makemecome.” However, five of
our teenshave been baptized. Itis
now their reigion, not just Momand
Dad's. They seemtoredlly enjoy the
opportunity availabletothemto
participatein boththepraiseservice
and Biblestudy. Infact, about every
threemonths, weturntheentireday
over tothem. They lead the song
service(leadingand playingthe
piano), facilitatethe prayer request
and thanksgiving section, and lead
the Biblestudy. ThoseBiblestudies
have been very good—just aswell
received astheonesgiven by the
older men. Additiondly, wetry tobe
derttoour young people sahilities,
interests, and strengthsand try to
findwaysto encouragetheir growth.
For example, if musicisaninterest,
wetry to make opportunitiesfor its
development.

Theattitudeof thesekidsisa
direct result of parentd influence.
Most of thefamilieshomeschool or
did home school their children. God
waswovenintotheir education, not
sysemdticdly removed fromit.
Becausemost are/lwerehome
schooledthereisastrong conviction
that theyoungest of thechildren
benefit fromligeningtotheBible
study. (And I must agree. | thor-
oughly enjoy ligeningtomy 26-
month old parroting words back.
Thesecatch hisattention asthe
discussion swirlsaround and above
hishead whileplaying onthefloor
with his Sabbath bag of toysl) We

Continued on page 4. . .
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Daily Radio

The Born to Win broadcast can
be heard daily on these stations:

Huntsville, Alabama
3:30p.m. daily - WBXR 1140 AM
Montgomery, Alabama
8:30am. daily - WAPZ 1250AM
Jonesboro, Arkansas
6:30p.m. daily - KBTM 1230 AM
Little Rock, Arkansas
5:30 p.m. daily - KAAY 1090AM
Oakdale, California
1:00p.m. daily - KCBC 770 AM
Denver, Colorado
5:00am.daily - KLT 670AM
Pensacola, Florida
7:00a.m. daily - WASG 550AM
7:00am. daly - WZNO 1230 AM
Atlanta, Georgia
10:30am. daily - WGKA 1190 AM
Augusta, Georgia
5:30p.m. & 10:45p.m. daly
WFAM 1050AM
Morrow, Georgia
7:30am. & 7p.m.daily
WSSA 1570 AM
Kansas City, Kansas
4:00p.m. daily - KCNW 1380 AM
Richmond, Kentucky
12:30p.m. daily - WCBR 1110AM
Gretna, Louisiana
4:30am. dally - WLNO 1060 AM
Denton, Maryland
8:30am. & 3:00p.m. daily
WKDI 840 AM
Jackson, Mississippi
7:00am. daily - WTWZ 1120 AM
Omaha, Nebraska
3:30p.m. daily - KLNG 1560 AM
Buffalo, New York
4:30am. daly - WDCX 99.5FM
Asheville, North Carolina
4:00p.m. daily - WSKY 1230 AM
Mount Olive, North Carolina
11:00a.m. daily - WDJS 1430 AM
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
4:30 p.m. daily - WWNL 1080 AM
Anderson, South Carolina
9:00am. daly - WRIX 1020 AM
Charleston, South Carolina
4:30p.m. & 7:30p.m. daily
W2zJY 1480 AM
Greenville, South Carolina
4:30p.m. daily - WELP 1360 AM
Chattanooga, Tennessee
5:00 p.m. daily - WLMR 1450 AM
Knoxville, Tennessee
5:00p.m. daily - WITA1490AM

Continued on page 4. . .

don't haveformal Sabbath School
each Sabbath— primarily because
theparentsdoit at home. Thisisnot
tosay that formd Bibleingtruction
hasno placewithin Sabbath service.
It'svery valuablebecauseit canbe
geared to specific agegroups. Inour
fellowship, however, wehave not
yetimplemented forma Sabbath
Schoolsapart fromthe group.

Our youngstersa soredly enjoy

Daily Radio

The Born to Win broadcast can
be heard daily on these stations:

Dallas, Texas
6:30am. daily - KSKY 660 AM
Jacksonville, Texas
5:30p.m. daily - KLJT 102.3FM
Ephrata, Washington
6:00 a.m. Monday - Saturday
KTRW 970AM
The following stations
broadcast daily at 2:30 p.m.
Ephrata, Washington
KTAC93.9FM
Moses Lake, Washington
KGER95.9FM
Pasco, Washington
KGDN 101L.3FM
Spokane, Washington
KSPO 106.5FM
Wenatchee, Washington
KTBI 810AM
Yakima, Washington
KYAK 930AM

the opportunity to get together with
otherstheir age—both at services
andfor softbal games. Wehave
enoughtofiddquiteateam! Infact,
Ron (Sdadin) fed swecanfiddone
of the best Sabbatarian softball
teamsaround and hasbeenissuing
invitationsto any other groupsthat
would liketo“takeuson.” Perhaps
2002 could bethebeginning of a
Sabbatarian softball |leaguefor fun
andinteraction among theyoung
people, felowshipfordl, and
perhapsatrophy for thewinning
team each year. Such aleague
would be open to any Sabbatarian
groupthatisinterestedinbuilding
friendshipsonwhat wesharein
common, with respectful courtesy
toward our differences. If you're
withinacouplehundred milesof the
. Louisareaand areinterested,
call Ronat (314) 351-7508 or voice
mail at (314) 691-5494, and we' I
exchangeidess.

Thisisjust aglimpseintothe
Church of God Faith Fellowship.
I’mnot sayingit'sperfect or that it
will work for anyone else, but right
now God isworking with and
through us. And that’swhat
counts. We humbly giveHim
thanksand pray for Hiscontinued
guidance aswe grow.

Christian Sducational Nenistries
Post Office Box 560
Whitehouse, Texas 75791
phone: 903.509.2999
Jax: 903.509.1139
e-mail: adm@cemnetwork.com
website: www.cemnetwork.com

That the man of God may be proficient and equipped for every good work.




