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Searchingthelnternet awhileback,

| came acrossan olditem posted by
Ravi Zecharias. Hesaid something
about the Tower of Babel that | did
not quiteunderstand: “ Inthebiblica
narrative, whenthetower of Babel
wasbeing built, wearetold that
God sent aconfusion of languagesto
gemthetidetoward humanity’sself-
defication. Theimplicationwasthat
theuniformity of languagewould
inexorably lead toahomogenization
of tastes, and acelebration of evil.
Thehumanheart, beingwhat itis,
movesinaherdinginct, irresstibly
drawntotheintrigueand dlurements
of perversons. Theconfusion of
languagewas onefencethat God
put upto limit communicationand
preventamord landdide.”

What aremarkableidea: Limit
communicationto preventamord
landdide. Spesking fromwherewe
stand, onthebrink of amoral
landdide, itishard to seehow that
would help.

Maybeif wetook alook at the
story itsdlf, we can understand. Not
long after Noah'sflood, “thewhole
earthwasof onelanguage, and of
one speech. And it cameto pass, as
they journeyed from the east, that
they found aplainintheland of
Shinar; and they dwet there”’
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(Genesis11:1-2). Thiswould have
beentheland caled Mesopotamia.
You know it better aslraq.
“Andthey said oneto another,
Goto, let usmakebrick, and burn
them thoroughly. Andthey had brick
for sone, anddimehadthey for
morter. Andthey said, Goto, let us
build usacity and atower, whose
top may reach unto heaven; andlet
usmakeusaname, lestwebe
scattered abroad upon theface of
thewholeearth” (Genesis11:3-4).1n
thefirst place, that scattering abroad
may havebeen exactly what God
hadinmind. Inthesecond place, this
doessoundalot likesdf glorification.
“AndtheLORD camedownto
seethecity and thetower, whichthe
childrenof menbuilded” (Genesis
11:5). Now, thismay bewhat
scholarscdl anthropomorphism, a
figureof speechinwhichGodis
presented in humanform. Onthe
other hand, thelanguageissmilar to
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what wewill later find when Sodom
isdestroyed. For ajudgment to be
made, itisnecessary for thejudge
to be present, and so God came
down to seewhat wasgoing on.
“AndtheLORD said, Behold,
thepeopleisone, and they haveall
onelanguage; and thisthey beginto
do: and now nothingwill be
restrained fromthem, whichthey
haveimaginedtodo. Goto, let us
godown, and there confound their
language, that they may not under-
stand one another’s speech. Sothe
L ORD scattered them abroad from
continued on page 3. . .
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Can Your Congregation be a Mega-Church?

Why not?Dowethink toosmal|?
Dowelack aplan?Dowelack the
vison?Couldwebejud alittlebit
lazy and taketheeasy way out?Or
arewedoing thingswrong that can
easly bechanged?

It'slikely wethink toosmall, lack
aplan, and don'tenvisonour church
or fellowship group beingmuch
larger thanitis. But, let’sdiscuss
somethingsyou may beableto
improvethat could stimulategrowth
inyour congregationand excitethe
greatest pessmist among your group.

Oneof thebest placestodtartis
toask: What would motivatea
person, afamily,asnglemomwitha
child, or ateento makeevery effort
never to missaSabbath service?
Let'sgatwiththevery firdtimea
new person comestoworshipwith
you. What do you think that person
ishopingtofind?Doyou think that
personishopingtofinddl theright
doctrines?No doubt about it, what a
churchteachesisimportant. Doyou
think thispersonislookingfor
perfect people?Then | doubt that
they havefoundtheright place. So
what do new peoplehopetofind
whenthey decidetovistyour church
one Sabbathto seeif they wouldlike
tomakeit their church home?

[t might beinterestingto survey
membersof alargeor mega-church
tolearnwhy they joinedthis
particular churchandwhy they put
downrootsandremainwithit—the
reasonswhy peoplejoin, support,
and continueinregular attendance
and serviceinthat church.

Sometimesit hurtstotakea
closelook at our foibles. Sdif-
examinationpinches. It softeneasier

By AllieDart and PaulaHughes

toremaininsdf-denid andeven

focusonthewrong problem,

concluding that our doctrinesrequire
too much of aperson. But beforewe
dothat, takealook at what Rick

Warren's Saddleback Church

requiresof peoplebeforethey canbe

afull-fledged member.

L et'sgivesomeattentionto
something | learned fromadentist
when | asked himwhat hefelt
contributed to the phenomend
growth experienced by thechurchhe
attended. Thischurchwaslessthan
15yearsold, had thousandsof
members, andwasdill growing. He
explanedwha drew himwas
warmth, friendliness, and caring
members. Heand hisfamily ingtantly
fdtwdcomeandwereintegratedinto
itsfelowshipand programs. People
got toknow hisfamily. It seemed as
if every member wasinterestedin
them. If hisfamily hurt, peoplewere
thereto encourageand help.

Now takeamoment to assess
what happened withthelast new
person or family who attended your
church. Didthey look comforteble
withyour group?Didthey linger after
theservice?Better yet, didthey
return the next week, and continueto
return and becomemembers?1f not,
wasit becausethey did not find what
thedentist and hisfamily found?Let’s
takealook at how to show smple
hospitality andmovevigtorsinto
becoming oneof your group.
 Greet every new personwarmly

withasmileonyour face,

* Introduceyoursdf and besureto
get everyone' sname, shouldit bea
family or group. Writedown
namesonacard inyour pocket

therefor thispurpose. Repeat
namesintheconversationtohdp

youremember them.
Ask how they learned about your
churchor fdlowshipgroup. Good
listenersare hard to comeby and
much appreciated. Ak relevant
questionswithout beingintrusve.
Ask suchquedtionsas: wherethey
work andlive; dothey have
children; if so, how many.
If they havechildren, get names
andtdl themabout theY EA
Sabbath School program. Give
them age-appropriate Y EA books
andtdl themwhenandwhere
classeswill be. Introducethemto
their' Y EA teachersto show them
theclassroom. Introducethemto
asmany kidsaspossibletocreate
abonding Stuation.
ExplanwhenBiblesudiesareheld
and how muchyou' dliketosee
them attend each week.
If you havefdlowshiprefreshment
timeafter service, invitethemto
joinyou.
Besurenew peoplehave adequate
songbooksand helpthemfinda
comfortebleseat.
Many larger congregationsuse
nametagsfor every member.
Vigtorsget specid nametags
dready preparedthat includea
welcomemessage. If your
congregationislargeenough, you
cancondder dartinganametag
program aspart of your effort to
welcomenew members.
Introducethisnew personor family
to asmany peopleasyou can.
Givebackgroundsabout each so
they can makeconversation.
continued on page 4. . .
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thence uponthefaceof dl theearth:
andthey left off tobuild thecity.
Thereforeisthenameof it caled
Babdl; becausethe LORD didthere
confoundthelanguageof dl the
earth: and fromthencedid theLORD
scatter them abroad upon theface
of dl theearth” (Genesis11:6-9).

TheHebrew word, babel,
meansconfusion. Itisderivedfrom
anAcadianwordwhichmeans,
“Gateof theGods.” Thistypeof a
play onwordsiscommoninthe
Bible, andinthiscasg, itissugges-
tiveof what they wereaiming &t.
Theidea, “Let usbuild atower,
whosetop may reach unto heaven,”
may actudly havereferredtoagate
of thegods.

Scattering peopleand con-
foundingthear languageisaredly
useful technique. It might servewe |
insomelocationsinthe present
world. Theobjectivewasclearly to
disempower man. How?Why?

Centralizationincreases power,
and power corrupts. Decentral-
ization tendsto diminish power. In
thisevent, it seemsto havebeen
successful. | amnot sure, though,
what it had to dowith preventing a
mord landdide.

Neverthel ess, watching an
impending mora collapseon
television, oneisled to wonder
what'sgoingon—what isthe
proximatecauseof al this. When
youcometoanissuelikethisfroma
biblica worldview, youfind
precisdly wheretheresponsbility
canbelaid. Whenthissocid pattern
wasrepeated beforethefal of the
Kingdom of Judah, the prophet
Jeremiahlaidtheblameright where
it belonged. “Woebeunto the

pastorsthat destroy and scatter the
sheep of my pasture! saiththe
LORD” (Jeremiah 23:1).

[ will tell you that thischapter
has made me shudder fromtimeto
time. Theseareshepherdsof his
peoplewhom God istalking aboutt,
andthat isatermreserved for the
priests, the prophets, theteachersof
theLaw. Sol wouldn’tlook tothe
secular progressivesasthe cause of
theproblem. Rather they arethe
symptomsof themora disease.
God accused the prophets of
Jeremiah’stimeof scattering his
flock, driving them away, and not
vigtingthem.

“Mineheart withinmeisbroken
because of the prophets, dl my
bonesshake; | amlikeadrunken
man, and likeamanwhomwine
hath overcome, because of the
LORD, and because of thewords of
hisholiness. For thelandisfull of
adulterers, for because of swearing
theland mourneth; the pleasant
placesof thewildernessaredried
up, andtheir courseisevil, and their
forceisnot right. For both prophet
and priest areprofane; yea, inmy
househavel found their wicked-
ness, saiththeLORD” (Jeremiah
23:9-11). In Hebrew usage, the
prophet isthe preacher and the
priestisthejudiciary—inour
society, that may include Congress.
Thereisno questionthat theblame
for thisdeplorablecollapse of
morasislaidat thefeet of the
preachersandthecivil leaders.

But how on earth can that be?
When people speak for God, how
canthey beblamed for amoral
collgpse?Ravi Zacharias, inthat
same piece, made animportant
point: Thewrittenwordistheway
God haschosentoreved himsdf. |
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takethat to meanthat if you don't
stand ontheBible, theWord, you
areindanger of idolatry—theuseof
images, whichareof littlevauein
reasoning, instead of words. The
resultsof thegradua abandonment
of theWord, eveninreligious
contexts, iswhat followsin
Jeremiah’sprophecy.

“Whereforetheir way shdl be
untothem asdippery waysinthe
darkness: they shdl bedrivenon,
andfdl therein: for I will bring evil
uponthem, eventheyear of their
vigtation, saiththeLORD” (Jeremiah
23:12). Now wait. Whoseway is
sodippery they cannolonger
stand? Thepreachersandthecivil
leaders. Thepreachersare
mentioned first becausethey are
moreto blame. When you think
about it, thismakessense, even
today. Itisthe preachersand
teachersin churchwho havethe
obligationto preachrighteousnessto
thepeoplewhowill later goonto
lead the country.

What istheresult for the
preachersthemsalves? Their ways
aredippery waysinthedarkness
—they havelost any foundation for
right fromwrong. They try to preach
fromtheir ownsick heartsand
minds—theresultiscognitive
dissonancetothelevd of insanity.

Sowhat are you supposed to
do?Find out thebottom linefrom
thisBorn to Win broadcast that
probesthe source of today’smoral
collgpseand confusion. Discover
thegreat falluresof Chrigtian
Scholarshipintheselast daysand
what itisdoingto people. Thisvita
message, The Power of the
Written Word, isyourscompletely
FREE. Just check thebox onthe
enclosed card and returnit.
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fun at the Feast

by PaulaHughes

Haveyou taken agood ook at the
activitiesplannedfor thisyear’s
Feast celebration? Thereare so
many opportunitiesto mix, mingle,
and havefun—truly something for
everyone!

Thefun gtartsright away with
Teen Fellowship Thursday night.
Refreshments, food, and funfor dl
teend

Lunchat the Family Picnic
Friday afternoonwill beprovided by
CEM, cooked and served by folks
fromthelndependent Church of
God, Atlanta. Hamburgers, hot
dogs, potato salad, coledaw, chips,
anddl thefixin'saredwaysabig
hit. Comeearly—don’t missthe
food or fun!

Friday evening, comeout for
theSingAlong. Brent Kernand
Skip Martin have comeupwithan
enjoyableway tolearn some con-
temporary worshipmusic. If you're
aready “intoit,” thisisyour chance
tosingaongwithyour favorites!

Thenext evening, CEM will
treat al comerstopieandice
cream, served by theKansas City
Sabbath Church. Thisisanother
hugely popular event, aperennia
favorite! Becauseit’sanindoor
affair, youknow that thewesther
will cooperate! Themore, the
merrier, so besurenot to missit.

Sunday ispacked full of things
todo. Seniorsand friendscan enjoy
the Senior Luncheon at the Olive
Garden, followed by adance. Get
your dancin’ shoesready, because
that eveningisthe Family Danceand
theYoung at Heart Dance. Refresh-

mentswill beserved, soyou can
dance‘til you drop!

Monday afternoon, dl Fun
Show participantswill get together to
practice. Whatever your tlent, be
part of thisevent sponsored by the
Seventh Day ChrigianAssembly.
TheFun Show will be presented that
night, and everyoneisinvitedto
comeenjoy beautiful music, Kits,
dancing, and many laughs When
brethren sharetherr talents, it's
adwayslotsof fun!

Tuesday, thingsredly get
serious, asteamsmix it upfor the
Golf Scramble. If you don't play,
come out to Indian Bayou and pick
ateamto cheer tovictory! If you
haveachild or teen participatingin
Youth Day practice, you may be
late getting to the course, because
practicebeginsat thesametimeas
the Golf Scramble. Youwill till
have plenty of timetoenjoy the
fun—because Skip Martinand the
Youth Day Coordinator will keepa
tight rein on practicetime!

TheFeast activitiescloseon
Thursday withaDutch-treat
Farewell Luncheon. Stick around
to say your final good-byesand
make plansto meet next year.

Whew! That'salot to do!
Everyone can pick and choose,
and attend those activitiesthat
especially apped toyou. Don't
forget to scheduletimeto spendin
privatewith God, who makesthe
Feast possiblethrough al those
who volunteer, and givesittousas
agifttocelebrate.
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Can Your Congregation Be a
Mega-Church?
continued from page 2. . .

* Thisisacardind rule: Never leave
anew personor family aone.
Make suresomeoneisadways
talkingwiththemexcept duringthe
worshipservice. Remember, they
haven't gainedtheir comfortleve
andmay fed awkward. Leaving
themdonecouldleavethemfeding
your churchiscold and uncaring.

» Sendthenew personacardthe
very next day and besuresome
member vigtsthemthat week if at
adl possible. If not, phonethem.

Themogt important thingto
remember isto openyour heart, and
let thenewcomer(s) fed how glad
you arethat they havecome.
Genuinelove warmth, and Sncerity
onyour partwill goalongway
toward making someonenew fed
welcome Andif they fed welcome,
they aremuchmorelikely toreturn
and becomeafdlow Chrigian
servinginyour group.

Couldyour churchbecomea
megachurch?Remember, 3,000
peoplewere baptized on theday of
Pentecogt. Areyouthinking too

srdl?
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