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The Choice

| thought | knew what tocall a
littlewooden figurewith movable
armsand legsthat iscontrolled by
stringsfrom above—asPinochio
was meant to be. It’'sapuppet,
right?Actualy, no. That'sa
marionette. A puppetisasmall-
scaefigureusualy withacloth
body and hollow head that fitsover
and ismoved by thehand—ak.a
theventriloquist’sdummy. Shari
Lewis Lamb Chop comestomind,
or CharlieMcCarthy, and of
course, MissPiggy, Kermit, andthe
other Muppets.

You learn something new every
day, it seems. | learned thisfroma
pieceby Marvin Olasky. Hewas
citing aremark by British psychia-
trist Theodore Darympleinhis
book Life at the Bottom.
Darymplewrites, “Listening asl do
every day to the accounts people
giveof their lives, | am struck by
thevery smdl partinthemwhich
they ascribetotheir own efforts,
choices, and actions. . . They
describethemselves asmarionettes
of helplessness.”

What exactly doeshe mean by
that?Well, Marvin Olasky caledto
mindtheVirginiaTechkiller.
According to some sources, hejust
blew. It wasn't redlly hisresponsi-

bility. Hewas*“troubled.” He* had
issues.” Maybeit was President
Bugh'sfault, asRep. im Moran
(D-VA) charged. Mr. Olasky
observed that it seemed no one
had theresponsihility tohelpthis
young man, even though he* had
written hyper-violent playsand
poems, been declared mentaly ill
by ajudge, set afirein hisroom,
and so on. Soon after themultiple
murders, thehead of Virginia
Tech’scampus counseling center
held apress conferenceand
suggested the problem was
inadequate‘ funding for menta
hedlth servicesinthe United
States.””

| think the operativetermin
that paragraph is“no one had the
respong bility.” Professor
Ddrymple, inhisbook, gave some
examplesof this.

Onekiller said of themurder he
committed, “theknifewentin,” asif
he had nothing to dowithit. A thief
who brokeinto churches, stole
their silver objects, and then
burned the churchesdownto
destroy theevidence, said the
problemwasthat churcheshad
poor security and valuable objects:
The combinationwasimpossibleto
resist. Another troubled person
said, “My head needs sorting out.”
Fromthishederivestheidea
that people seethemselvesas
marionettes, controlled by strings
that direct their actions. They can't
helpthemselves. If someonestedls
your property, it’syour fault for not
lockingit up.Actudly, thisisavery
oldidea, but in philosophy, it hasa
name: Determinism—thephilo-
sophical proposition that every
event, including human cognition
and behavior, decision and action,
iscausaly determined by an
unbroken chain of prior occur-
rences. Determinismmay asobe

continued on page 3. . .

Find a Good Match for Your Dollars

How often have you wished you could doubleor triple your
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interested in multiplying your power to give, contact your human
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YEA Summer Camp 2007
By Geradd Saul

The 2007 Y EA Summer Camp kicked off June 24" at the WewokaWoodsAdventist Center in
Wewoka, Oklahoma. Forty-six camperstravel ed from12 statesto beapart of theyearly event; nearly half
of themweretherefor thefirst time. After an active and successful week, campers headed home.

Biblelessonswritten by staff membersfocused on relationshipswith God, family, friends, community,
and romantic relationships. Small group studiestook place each morning. Camperswere paired and given
creative assgnmentsby Beth Meesetolearn red life experiences.

Each day camp consisted of four activity periods, three square meals, two Bible studies, and a
different camp activity each night. Camperswereforced to beflexible, asit rained nearly every day of the
week, forcing someactivitiesindoorsand canceling others. But the much-needed rain made skiing and
tubing morefun. Director and Boat Captain, Larry Watkins, needed all of thelaketo commissionthefirst
two“Generds’ intothe*Air Force.” Stephine Tarrant and Alyssa Pencewerelaunched highinto theair
whiletubing. Thisshattered the previousrecord held by Max Packard and Patrick Monahan of Kansas.
Favoriteactivitiesof thisyear’scamp were the multiple dances held throughout the week.

Camp isatimewhen teensget to share experiences and learn from each other about how to deal with
theworld around them. Through the Internet and cell phones, keeping intouch iseasier than ever, and
most of thekidsaretaking advantage of it. Groups have been formed on socia networking sitessuch as
Facebook and My Space, enabling young peoplein thefaith to keep in touch. CEM has plansto promote
programssuch as Prayer 21 and providinga“Huddle’ at thisyear’s Feast in Fort Walton Beach. For
moreinformation about next year’'sY EA Summer Camp, writeor call Larry Watkinsat 1-888-BIBLE 44.

Using Your Talent
By Lenny Cacchio

Winston Churchill once said, “Writing abook isan adventure. To beginwithitisatoy and an
amusement. Then it becomesamistress, then it becomesamaster, thenit becomesatyrant. Thelast phase
isthat just asyou are about to bereconciled to your servitude, you kill the master, and fling him about to
thepublic” (quoted inWinston Churchill: His Wit and Wisdom, Hyperion Books, p. 135).

Over theseverd yearsthat | havewritten acolumn, | have effectively written the equiva ent of abook
or two, and | can attest that it does become your master and tyrant after awhile.

Thetask of wowing one' saudiencewith brilliance week after week isdaunting and not always
successful, but itisfortunatethat thefocusof my effortsisavery special Book brimming with pearls.
Those pearlslay hidden, awaiting someoneto pry them free, but when one usesthe Bible asabase, there
issolacein knowing that the pearlsredly arein there somewhere.

Thegrain of sand that formsthe pearl sometimescomesfromtheirritationsinlife, and soit hasbeen
withthiscolumn. It might seemlikel amwritingtoyou, but inredity | amwriting to mysalf and reflecting
on something that | needtolearn

And soitiswiththiscolumn. Not long ago | was studying Matthew 25, which containsthree parables.
It wasthelast two that caught my attention: the Parable of the Talents and the Parabl e of the Sheep and
the Goats. | was surprised to seethat both parablesteach the samelesson, alesson | sorely need.

continued on page 4. . .
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defined asthethesisthat thereisat
any ingant exactly onephysicaly
poss blefuture. Why isdeterminism
attractive? Becauseit bestowson
man theuniversal copout: “It'snot
my fault.”

Consider theday when Moses
camedown fromMount Sinai
carrying thestonetabletswiththe
Ten Commandments. Ashe
approached the camp, he heard
singing, andthenhesaw an
appalling scene. Hefound the
peopledancing around agolden
caf. Itisonly later that welearnthe
peoplewere dancing naked. And it
isonly through archaeol ogy that we
learnthat caf worshipinvolved
naked orgiesand child sacrifice.

Theconfrontation of Mosesand
Aaron, who had beenin charge of
dl this isreveding. Moses firg
thought wasthat Aaron had been
coerced intothisact. “What did
these peopledotoyou,” he asked,
“that you havebrought sogreat asin
uponthem?’ (Exodus32:21).
Aaron’'sreply isclassc:

“Let not theanger of my lord
wax hot: thou knowest the people,
that they are set on mischief. For
they said unto me, Makeusgods,
which shdl gobeforeus. for asfor
thisMoses, the man that brought us
up out of theland of Egypt, wewot
not what isbecomeof him.And |
said unto them, Whosoever hath
any gold, let them break it off. So
they gaveit me: then| cagtitintothe
fire, and therecameout thiscalf.”

Mosesface must have beena
study about thistime. Aaron
refused to accept any responsibility
for what he had done. But thetrue
story, honestly told on the pages of

theBible, isthat Aaron collected
goldfromthe people, melted it
down, and thenwithagravingtool,
Aaronfashioneditintoagolden
caf. Aaronbuiltandtar toit and
proclaimed the next day asafeast
of Jehovah. Aaron even pro-
nounced God' shlessing on what
they weredoing.

| find mysalf fascinated to hear
somuchjudtification of evil coming
fromintdligent, educated people.
And| wonder. What isthe appeal
of determinism?1 would think the
dignity of manwouldlead usto
want to beresponsible. And as
long asthingsaregoing well, men
are happy to takethe credit for
it—andtheincredible salariesthat
follow. But when thingsgo sourr,
they suddenly becomedeterminists.
“Out camethiscaf.” Don’t know
how it happened. It just happened.
It'snot my fault. Men high andlow
plead theinnocenceof inevitability.
Butevil isnotinevitable. Itisa
matter of choice.

Marvin Olasky chosean
interestingillugration of thisfroma
speech by C.S. Lewis. Space
does't permititsinclusion here, but
itisavailableinthismonth’sFREE
CD, The Choice. Thebottomlineis
that temptation comesour way in
tiny littleincrementsuntil finaly we
havesold out tofindapositionin
“theinner ring.” Olasky concludes.
“Andyet, thescoundrel looking
back rarely remembers choosing:
Hislifejust blew. Enronjust
happened. He is just a marionette,
a puppet on a string.”

Butif thatistheway lifeis, then
thereisno value of wisdom over
folly. No reason to beat your head
agang thewdl inauniversty to
gain an education. For thereareno

choicesthat are not predetermined.
Whét redlly astonishesmeisthe
number of Christian thinkerswho
accept atheological determinism—
something like predestination. But if
that isthetruth, then you haveno
choice. And any seriousreader of
the Bible knows better than that.

| couldgoon, but | would
rather send you aFREE CD of this
message soyou can hear itinits
entirety. Just check thebox onthe
enclosed card and send it back to
us. We have provided an envel ope
for your convenience.

Keepintouch,

PS. Don’'t hesitateto order the
FREE CD. Thereisno obligation.
But your fredly given contribution
will makeit possiblefor still more
peopleto hear thistimely message.

Detroit, Ml
WDRJ1440AM
M-F 4:30 p.m.
Sunday 12:00 noon

SIn Memony

Chrigtian Educationa Ministries
gratefully acknowledgesthe
generousdonationsmadein

memory of Cldl L. Benton of
Pennington, TX, who passed
away July 22, 2007. Hewas
LindaBenton's, CEM’soffice
manager’s, dad. Our prayers
and deepest sympathy go out to
Mr. Benton'sfamily.
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Using Your Talent

; tanceto God. That’sthelesson of
continued from page 2. . .

the sheep and goats, the parable
that followsthe one about the
talents. Inthat parable, thosewho
were admitted into thekingdom
(the sheep) gavefood to the
hungry, drink tothethirsty, and
clothingtothenaked. They visited
thosewho wereill and went to
thosewhowereinprison. Butitis
evident fromthe story that these
sheep did not seewhat they were
doing asgresat things. They were, in
asense, given onetaent, but they
did what they could withit, and for
that they were honored.

The other group (the goats)
had the same opportunitiesfor
service—thesametaent, asit
were—but rather thaninvesting
that talent for thegood of all, they
buriedit. They let the opportunities
of themoment pass, and for that

Some people havelots of
taentstoinvest and some havejust
oneor two. Moreisrequired of
thosewho havemore, but if you
haveonly onetalent, God doesn’'t
expect you to producetenwithit.
He expectsyou to do with what
you have. Jesus honored awoman
for thesmall kindnessof anointing
hishead because*” she had done
what shecould” (Mark 14:1-9),
and themaster would have
honored himwith onetaent—if he
had “donewhat hecould.” Asit
turned out, hedid nothingwith his
talent and wasroundly condemned
forit.

Many of ushavetroublefinding
thisonetaentinour lives, but
sometimeswhat we consider the
lesser giftsare of greater impor-
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they were condemned.

Asl| mentioned earlier, the
lessons| discussin the column (you
can read Lenny Cacchio’sessays
onwww.borntowin.net), are ones
that | needtolearn. Whereisthe
thirst that | can quenchor the
hunger that | can satisfy?Where
arethehurtsthat | can heal or the
soulswho need thecomforting?
Most of usdo not havethefive
talentstofill astadiumwith God-
seekersnor have our voices
carried ontheradio waves. But
thereisaneighbor next door, or a
childinthe next room, or aspouse
inthe easy chair whomwe can
anointwithoil. Thereare peopledl
around uswho need our onelittle
talent evenif wein our ownminds
diminishitsvalue. Wemust do
what we can do, and for that we
will behonored.

Calendar of Events

The Feast of Trumpets, September 13 - Ronald L. Dart will be speaking at the First United Methodist
Church, 503W. College, Terrell, TX . The 2 p.m. servicewill befollowed by apotluck meal. For more
information or directions, please contact either Ralph Collinsat 817-246-1874 or r.collins@sbcglobal .net, or
Larry Watkinsat the CEM office, 1-888-BIBLE 44 or |sw@cemnetwork.com. Comejoin us!

Day of Atonement, September 22 - Ronald L. Dart will be speaking at 11:00 am. at the Covenant Commu-

nity Church of Navarre, FL, located at the corner of Panhandle Trail and
Quail Roost Drive, approximately ¥amile north of Hwy 98in Navarre.
Contact Carl Dillenback at 1-850-981-3207 or dutchmen3@aol.com,

or Larry Watkinsat the CEM office, 1-888-BIBLE44 or
[sw@cemnetwork.com for moreinformation.

Feast of Tabernacles 2007 - will be held inthe Emerald Coast Conven-
tion Center in Fort Walton Beach, FL beginning the evening of September
26" through October 4. Ronald L. Dart will speak September 26" at
7:30 p.m., and September 27", September 30", and October 4" at
11:00am. ThisFeast will beatimeof greet rejoicing for theentirefamily
withingspirationa sermons, biblical seminars, youth classes, and fellowship
andfunactivities. No preregistrationisrequired. Everyoneiswel come. For
moreinformation go to www.borntowin.net or contact LindaBenton at

| shtexas@cemnetwork.com or 1-888-BIBL E-44.

S
OV istrses
PO Box 560
Whitehouse, Texas 75791
phone: 1-888-BIBLE-44
fax: 903.509.1139
email: adm@cemnetwork.com
website: www.borntowin.net

That the man of God may be proficient
and equipped for every good work.




