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How Jesus Saves

It hasbeen awhilesincel have
seenaroads de sign trumpeting
“Jesus Saves.” | saw onepainted
ontheside of abarn somewhere
along Route 66 back when people
still droveto Cdifornia. | recall
therewasonehighontop of a
churchindowntown LosAngeles.
| have been abeliever in Jesusas
long as| can remember, and |
surely consider mysdlf aChristian,
but I still wonder alittiewhen| see
oneof thosesigns.

What | wonder about isthe
message these signsconvey tothe
non-Chrigtian folkswho seethem.
Jesus savesfrom what? Jesus
saves for what?| don’t meanto
criticizethesigns, becausethey
aren’tintended to convey theentire
Chrigtianfaith. And perhapstoa
person whoselifeiscoming apart,
they are beaconsthat show there
just might be another, better way.

What started methinking about
thiswasthefinebook by David
Aikman, “A Manof Faith, The
Spiritua Journey of GeorgeW.
Bush.” Anditisprofoundly clear
that for President Bush, becoming
aChristian hasbeen along spiritual
journey, not asingleevent. There
have been peopleinthehistory of

faith who have had aDamascus
Road experience. Most don’t. But
because of thejargon used by so
many religiouspeople, not afew
attempt to describetheir conver-
sonasalight from heaven, a
moment that turned them around.
In many cases, though, that one
momentintherr lifewasalongtime
coming and hastill not ended.
What | found fascinating, and
encouraging, isthat while George
Bush hasdescribed himself as
having “accepted Christ ashis
persona Savior,” and asbeing
born again, the President and the
White House have stopped using
thoseterms. No, | don’t object to
theterms. What isencouraging to
meisthereason they stopped.
They madethe changeto get
away fromthejargon that
Christian peopleare accustomed
tousing among themsalvesand
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whichismeaninglessto outsders. |
don’t know who encouraged them
todothat, but | thank him or her.

Chrigtianshavelong hindered
their effortsby hidingtheir faith
behind doganslike* Jesus Saves,”
and by not explaining to people
what that means.

For George Bush, therewere
many important moments. Onewas
when thewell-known evangelist
Arthur Blessit, whoseclamtofame
camefrom carryingacrossaround
theworld, explained persona
salvationto him. Another wastime
spent with Billy Graham. But no
onereally knows, perhapsnot even
GeorgeBush himsdlf, whenthered
turn came. Perhapsthat isbecause
theturnitself wasso subtleand so
early that no one noticed whereit
wasleading. Not even George
Bush.

But al of Bush'sclosest friends
believethat themoment he
changed froman“Assenting
Believer” toafollower of Christ
washisconversationwith Billy

continued on page 3. . .

Born to Win in your area...

Many of the Born to Win programs are sponsored locally by a church, a
person, or agroup of individuals. If youwould liketo make adifferencein
your community with the Born to Win broadcast, talk with your church or
friends who may be willing to help. Then call Larry Watkins at 1-888-
BIBLE 44 for information on sponsoring the Born to Win program in
your community. Together, you can make a difference!




page 2

Asl beginthisarticleitis80 degreesoutside, soit must betime
once againto begin planning for summer camp. Thisyear’ ssummer
camp will be held at Camp WewokaWoods, near Wewoka, Oklahoma
from June 26 to July 3. Wewill send aletter to all who areon our teen
mailinglist, but if you or ateen you know arenot onour list, besureto
cal, write, or e-mail Isw@cemnetwork.comto request information

about camp.

Thetuitionfeeremainsat only $250. But, we a so recognizethat not everyone can afford to attend
camp, so aspecia camp scholarship fund hasbeen established. Anyonewho would liketo help sponsor a
deserving young person to attend camp can makeacontributionto thisfund. Thisspecia donationwill still
betax deductible, but will be used exclusively for helping ayoung person cometo camp.

Summer camp isopento al teenswho will be 13 by thetime camp endsand who have not yet turned
19. Summer campisopentoall teens, regardiessof their church affiliation, or that of their parents.

Activitiesincludewater skiing and tubing, swvimming, horseback riding, groupinitiatives, ultimate
frisbee, arts& crafts, volleyball and basketball, aswell asdancesand the annual camp fun show. Each
year wetry to add something new and we plan to continuethat thisyear. We always have our daily cabin
Biblestudiesand group studies, aswell asthe“huddl€’ to closetheday.

If you know someoneyou think would enjoy camp, be sureto ask themto call, write, or e-mail for an
application. Please spread theword, so that al who want to attend will know about camp. And, if you are
able, please help adeserving young person cometo camp by making adonation to the camp scholarship
fund.

Back in Action
A book review by Allie Dart

Thisisaninspiring truestory of thefirst amputeeto returnto active

fcommar_ld inlrag. Captain Davlq Rozdl I(_etellshlspersonal , gripping story B ﬁ e — §
rom being deployed for Operation Iragi Freedom, to thefateful day four k
monthslater when aland minetoreoff hisright foot. -

Asyou read thisbook, you gain first-hand knowledge of thewar in \ E;gllﬁ"

Iragq and appreciation for what our soldiersarewilling to do for our country.

Youwill relivethe excruciating pain Captain Rozelle experienced on hisroad to

recovery. You' Il gain respect for hisdetermination and courage ashefals, badly hurtshisstump, yet keeps
ontrying. After solong aperiod on morphine, he became addicted, yet herealized thiswasone more
challenge he had to meet head-on and overcome.

On hisroad to recovery, thoughtlesskidsfollowed Rozelle down the street saying, “ Hey, look at that
freak withnofoot ... wow!” Or, “Look, it'sthat one-legged freak.” Asbrave asthissoldier was, these
remarks cut deeply. These mean and inconsiderate kids had no appreciation for the sacrifice he had
personally madefor their own freedom.

Thisbook takesyou with Rozelleashe, hiswifeKim, and their six day old baby boy meet President
Bush and tour Air Force One. You seethe Captain gain anew sense of purposeashelearnstowalk, run,
swim, rideabike, and ski with hisprosthesis. Even though thereis some unseemly languagein thisbook,
young and old alikewill also beinspired to overcomeall adversity. Captain Rozellesaid, “ Asan amputeg, |
was proud to stand each day and givetheir (soldiersreturning from Iraqg) briefings. It wasagood testimony
to each of them that the U.S. cavalryman can and will overcomeall adversity.”
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Themost dramaticmoment for | make Jesus Christ our Master, and Employee Benefits 11740.55
Bush cameafter anight when he theLord of our life. Itistheday Wages& Payroll Taxes ~ 81652.66
and hisfriendshad entirely too He becomes our Rabbi, our _
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to complete hisrun. Hemadea direct our choicesby thosewords. -

decisonwhilehewasrunningto
never drink again, and apparently
hasfollowed up onthat decision.
David Aikman describestheresult
thisway:

“Every day for severd years,
hismind and spirit had been
absorbing Chrigtiantruthsfromthe
Bible. But now, unencumbered by
old, strong, a cohol induced habits,
hewasfreetolive out thosetruths
far more powerfully than hemust
origindly haveimagined possble”

Thechangewasrevolutionary,
and | think that iswhat so many
Chrigiansaretryingtotell you
when they say that “ Jesus Saves.”
Their liveswere coming apart and

Savationisamiracle, butitis
not magic. You get theimpression
that it ismagic to hear some peo-
pletak. “ Just giveyour handto
the preacher and your heart to the
Lordandyouaresaved.” “Being
saved meansyou will spend
eternity in heaveninstead of hell.”

I’m sorry. It snot quitethat
simple, and Jesustold you it was
not. Whenyou giveyour handto
the preacher andjoin the church,
you become an assenting believer.
But when you make Jesusyour
Master, the process of salvation
redly begins.

That'swhy | recently
presented amessagetitled, “How

JesusSaves.” I'dliketosend

you aFREE cassette tape of the
message. Just check thebox onthe
enclosed card and returnit to us.

Sincerely, and talking about Jesus,

P.S. That tape cassetteisfree, but
if you can makeacontributionto
prevent ushavingto chargefor it,
wewould bemorethan grateful.
We can tell more people, “How
JesusSaves.” Butdon'tletthis
keep you from requesting the tape.
Weare seriouswhenwesay itis
free.
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Calendar of Events

Austin, Texas - You areinvited to hear Ronad L. Dart, the voice of the Born to Win broadcast,
March 19, 2005 at 1:00 p.m. at theAustin Church of God, which meetsat the Live Oak Unitarian
Universalist Church, 3315 El Salido Parkway, Cedar Park, Texas. For further information please
contact Mark Gully at 512-586-4670, or www.austinchurchofgod.org or CEM at
1-888- BIBLE 44. Therewill berefreshments served before and after services.

Destin, Florida - You areinvited to attend the Spring Mini-Feast during the spring
holy days, April 22-24, 2005 at the Seascape Resort Conference Center in Destin.
Ronald L. Dart isscheduled to speak asfollows: April 22, 7:00 p.m. - Passover
service; April 23, 2:00 p.m. - Sabbath Service; April 23, 7:00 p.m. - Night to be
Much Observed; and April 24, 2:00 p.m. - First Day of Unleavened Bread. The
highlightsof the Feast will beinspiration, edification, and great fellowship. For
moreinformation, call Gary or Shirley Georgeat (850) 837-0485.
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Family Bible
Retreat

You areinvitedtojoin usfor aFamily Bible Retreat sponsored by CEM over theMemoria Day
weekend at the Bel Arco Resort, Bull Shoals, AR. It beginsFriday evening, May 27, and ends at noon
May 30, 2005. Bring your entirefamily for afull schedule of sermons, seminars, workshops, Y EA
classes, ddightful activities, and adventure. Ronad L. Dart will enlighten, inspire, and delight you with
God'sWord. Other outstanding speakerswill be heard aswell. Reasonably priced accommodationsat
the Bel Arco Resort arelimited, so call toll freetoday 866-236-2726 to reserve your room and tell
them you’ rewith CEM. For information on an RV park and other accommodationsin thearea, call
Larry Watkinsat 1-888-BIBLE 44 or check out our website at www.cemnetwork.com.

Christian Sducational Nenistries
Post Office Box 560
Whitehouse, Texas 75791
phone: 1-888-BIBLE-44
Jax: 903.509.1139
e-mail: adm@cemnetwork.com
website: www.cemnetwork.com

That the man of God may be proficient and equipped for every good work.




