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War and the Christian

| got aletter from areader a
few daysago taking meto task for
what she perceived asmy “agree-
ment” with thiswar. “I don’t
understand,” shesaid, “asChris-
tianswe should betaking the
Gospel to other nations, not
bombs.”

Thelogic of that statement is
unassallable. And yet, it leaves
someimportant questions unan-
swered. Can aChristian takeup
arms against another person or
even another nation? Surely not.
Andyet, if wetakethat reply to
itslogical conclusion, it would
mean that no Christian could ever
beapoliceofficer. CanaChristian
beresponsiblefor the death of
another human being? Surely not,
but taken againtoitslogica
conclusion, it would mean that no
Christian could ever serveona
jury for acapital crime. The
Christian duty tolove our enemies,
toforgivetransgressions, to be
merciful and kind, takento ex-
treme, would mean we could not
even serveon ajury that would
sendamantojail.

Most people who call them-
selves Christianintuitively know
that these extreme positionsdon’t

work, but not many couldtell you
why. Thousands of Christians
servein both law enforcement
and themilitary withaclear
conscience. Arethey wrong?Are
they misguided? What isit that
they don’t understand? Or, if they
areright, isit that those on the
other side of the question don’t
understand?

Onethingiscertain. No one
can arguethat God isapacifist.
Thescripturesonthisarewell
known and plentiful. (I deal with
many of theminamessageweare
offering with thismonth’snewsdl et-
ter.) But thereisacommon
assumption that God' s expectation
of Chrigtiansisdifferent fromHis
expectationsof godly menand
women inthe Old Testament.

There are acouple of impor-
tant pointsto make about that.
One, God hasn’t changed from
eternity. HeisthesameasHe
was 14 billion yearsago when He
said“let therebelight” and
initiated the Big Bang (see James
1:17, Hebrews 13:8, etc.). A
God with perfect character isn’t
likely to changethat character
likeasuit of clothes.

Doesthat God countenance

the use of force, even deadly
force in somecircumstances? I
you haveread your Bible, you
know Hedoes, but consider this
example

Yeshal not afflict any widow,
or fatherlesschild. If thou
afflicttheminany wise, and
they cry at al untome, | will
surely hear their cry; And my
wrath shall wax hot, and | will
kill you with the sword; and
your wives shall bewidows,
and your childrenfatherless
(Exodus 22:22-24).

Not only isGod not apacifist,
Heisparticularly proneto anger
with those who oppressthe weak
and helplessin asociety. | know
thismay not sound likethe God
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you think you know. | can’'t help
that. Thisisthe God of the Bible,
takeHim or leave Him. But don’t
try to make Him over into what
you want Himto be.

Didyou noticethat God
didn’t say Hewould kill them
with lightning, hail, flood, or
earthquake? He said He would
kill them with the sword. Inthe
Bible, the swordisthe sign of the
military and thelaw enforcement
power of the state. Anditisa
sign of war.

The prophet Jeremiah spoke
of itinthoseterms, and interms
that raise the hair on the back of
your neck when you look at the
locationsintermsof today’s
fighting. You may not be aware of
the originsof the name* Pales-
tine.” Itisan English variant of
the name of an ancient people,
thePhilistines. The Philistines
werethefirst Palestinians. Substi-
tute” Palestinian” for Philistinein
thefollowing passage, |ook up
the geographical referencesand
seewhereit takesyou.

Because of the day that
cometh to spoil all the{ Palestin-
ians}, and to cut off from Tyrus
and Zidon every helper that
remaineth: for the LORD will spoil
the{ Palestinians}, the remnant of
the country of Caphtor. Baldness
iscome upon Gaza; Ashkelonis
cut off with the remnant of their
valley: how long wilt thou cut
thyself? O thou sword of the
LORD, how long will it be erethou
be quiet? put up thyself into thy
scabbard, rest, and be still. How
can it bequiet, seeing the LORD
hath given it acharge against
Ashkelon, and against the sea

shore?there hath he appointed it.
(Jeremiah 47:4-7)

The sword which God had
appointed against the Palestinians
of old timewasin the hand of
Israel. Specifically for awhilein
the hands of David who said,
“Blessed bethe LORD my
strength, which teacheth my
handsto war, and my fingersto
fight” (Psalm 144:1). Whenyou
read the context of the psalm,
you will seethat it wasDavid's
responsibility to protect his
people, to oppose “the hurtful
sword” sothey couldlivein
peacethat led to much of his
fighting.

Yes, thingsaredifferentinthe
New Testament from the old, but
consider thisquestion. Why would
themoral and ethical standards
required of arighteousman
changefrom onetestament to the
other?Actually, they don’t, but the
reasonsfor thisare quite different
fromwhat you may suppose.

Spacewon’t permit meto
giveafull exposition of thishere,
but let me send you a cassette
tape of apresentation that will
providetheanswers. Thetitleis
“War and the Christian” and you
can receive afree cassette tape
of the message by simply check-
ing the box on the enclosed card
and sending it back to usinthe
envelopewe have provided. The
tapeisfree.

Thanksfor being afriend, and
keep in touch. And don’t forget
to pray for our men and women
overseasdefending liberty.

Watching God’shand at work,

Ronald L. Dart
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Radio Update

Please note the following
new stations:

San Francisco, CA
KDIA 1640AM
Monday - Friday

12:03 p.m. & 11:30 p.m.

Pekin, IL
WVEL 1140AM
Saturday at 8:00am.

Snow Hill, NC
WAGO 88.7 FM
Sunday at 7:00am.
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Waking Lite Work

Tune in for the latest
weekly broadcast.

April 12 - April 18
Christian Origins 87

April 19-April 25
Christian Origins 88

April 26 - May 2
Christian Origins 89

May 3 - May 9
Christian Origins 90

May 10 - May 16
Christian Origins 91
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Attention All Children and Teenagers:

~\We Need your Help!

Ransaredready intheworksfor thevery best ever Youth Day at the 2003 Feaest of Tabernades. If you
wouldliketo participateinthisyear’ sYouth Day program, pleasecontact Billy Richardson. My contactinforma:
tionis willyd82@beIsouth.net, 5026 Fairbrook Ave., Memphis, TN 38118-2527, or 901-366-5781.

Wearespedificdly looking for severd speskerdpresenters If you fed that you cangiveashort (pre-written)
presentationwith express on and enthusiasm contact meimmediately. Wehaveaplacefor youandwouldliketo
send you asript assoonaspossible Thiswill dlow you to memorizeyour presentation prior tothe Feest while
minimizing rehearsd timeonceyou arivein Destin/Ft.Waton Beach. We Il doour part to prevent rehearsd time
fromeatingintoyour funandfamily timeandworship services. Coachingwill dsobeprovided toensurethat
you'll beproud of thejob you do on'Youth Day. Wedo ask that you makeacommitment tobeing at theFeestin
Fort\Walton Beech, attending rehearsdls and participating inthe Youth Day program. Tak it over withyour
parentsand askif they will sand behind your commitment. If they will, let meknow assoon aspossblethat you
wouldliketo beapart of Youth Day 2003.

Weared solookingfor mus cdly tdented childrenand teenswhowouldliketousether tlentstopraise
GodduringtheYouth Day presentetion. If you haveaspedd giftfor snging, or if you canplay amusicd ingru-
mentwith skill, and would enjoy participating, pleasecontact me. Your talentsareneeded! Weexpecttohavea
wonderful group of kidsthisyear and wewant our programto beeven morefun and exciting than ever before.

- Billy Richardson

SUMMER CAMP 2003

Thetimefor summer campisuponusonceagan. Thisyear’ ssummer campwill behedfrom June22to
June29 and will again behed at Camp WewokaWoods, near Wewoka, Oklahoma. Wewill besendingouta
letter todl whoareon our teenmailinglig, but if you or ateenyouknow arenot onour list, besuretocal, write
or e-mall tolsw@cemnetwork.comto ask about informetionfor camp.

Thetuitionfeewill remaina $250. Wedo not want thisto placeafinancia burden onanyone, causngthem
to beunableto attend. Sowehave established agpecia camp scholarship fund and request that anyonewho can
andwouldliketo hel p 30onsor adeserving young personto cometo camp, makeaspecid contributiontothis
campschalarshipfund. Thisspecid donationwill il betax deductible, but will beused exdusively for hdpinga
young person cometo camp.

Summer campwill beopentodl teenswho havereached thar thirteenth birthday by thetimecampendsand
who havenot yet reached their nineteenth birthday. Summer Camp 2003isopentodl teens regardlessof their
churchaffiliation, or thet of thair parents.

Wewill havewater skiingand tubing, swimming, horseback riding, groupinitiatives, volleybd| andbasketbdl,
not tomentionthedancesand theannua funshow. Also, back by popular demand, wewill
continuetheswing dancedassesthisyear and evenmore!

If youknow of someonewho youthink would enjoy camp, besuretotel themtocal,
writeor e-mail for angpplication. Pleasespread theword, sothat al whowant to attend will
know about camp. Andif you areable, pleasehd p adeserving young person cometo
camp by makingasmal donationtothecamp scholarshipfund.
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A New Hymnal for the
Churches of God

Makeajoyful noiseuntotheLORD,
dlyelands.
Servethe L ORD withgladness:
comebeforehispresencewithsnging.
Know yethat theLORD heisGod:
itishethat hath madeus,
and not weoursdaves,
wearehispeople, and the sheep
of hispasture.

Enter into hisgateswiththanksgiving,
andintohiscourtswithpraise
bethankful untohim, and bless
hisname
For theLORD isgood; hismercy
iseverlading;
and histruthendurethtodl

generdions.

Thisisthe 100" Psdm, and may
havebeenssttomuscamostas
oftenasthe23“Psdm. Likeno
other, it callson usto comebefore
Godsingingwithgladness, praise,
blessngandthanksgiving. How on
earth couldweever dojudticetothe
praiseof Godwithout song?Why on
earthwould wewant to?

Downthroughtheages menand
women have beenmoved by the
pagesof theBibleand by way it has
touchedtheir lives Thankfully, many
of thesehaved so had thegift of
music and havebeen abletoshare
withtheagestheway theBiblehas
touched them. Not everythingthey
havewritten hasstood thetest of
time, nor shouldit have. Butdl
churchesneed abook of hymnsthat
reflect thetruth of theBibleandthe
artigtry of great compaosition. They
need totouch theheart, to movethe
Spirit, toencourageusin our timeof
deepest need, toexat usinthetimes
of our grestest joy.

CEM isnow ready topublisha
hymna especidly for thechurchesof
God. Wetook ahymna wehad
produced before, removed some
hymnsand added others. Thanksto
thework of adevoted band of
volunteers, coupledwithnosmall
blessngfrom God, wearenow
ready to goto pressand weneed
your help.

CEM will havetotakethe
financid risk of producingthisnew
songbook and weneed to have
someideaof how many to print. For
that reason, wewant to ask those of
youwhowant thishymnal to order
early and, if possible, to pay early.
Wearenat pricingthishymnd to
makemoney, but wearegoingtotry
nottolosevery much. Thehymnd is
topquality. Thoseof youwhoare
familiar withthenavy bluehardback
will know what | mean. Thisbook is
being produced to the same specifi-
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cations, including 100 year paper.
Our origind publicationof theold
hymna wassomeeight yearsago,
andthey haveheldupamazingly well.

Wecan't offer any bulk discounts
for thebook right now, becausewe
areparingtheinitid pricetothebone.
For thosewho prepay, thenew
hymna will beonly $9.95. For those
who pre-order but don't pay until we
areready toddiver, thepricewill be
$10.95. Thepricefor later ddivery
will be$11.95. Expected ddlivery
datewill beJuly 1.1 wishwecould
giveittoyoufree, but wedon't have
theresourcesfor that.

Thisnew hymnd will beafine
additiontoyour homeandworship
sarvices. Wehopelater to provide
taped accompaniment for thesongs
soyoucansngandlearnthemat
home. Order now. Justfill inthe
order formontheback of the
enclosed card and rushit back tous.

Calendar Of Events

May 10 - Springfield, Missouri Meet the Teacher

Ronald L. Dart will be conducting a“Meet the Teacher” session on Saturday,
May 10, in Springfield, Missouri, at the LampLighter Inn, 2820 N Glenstone, in
the Missouri Room, and will begin at 1:00 in the afternoon. For moreinforma-
tion, please contact Mike or Gloria Anderson at 417-833-0977 or
M g50andy @cs.com. You may also contact Larry Watkinsat the CEM office at
1-888-BIBLE-44 or e-mail himat |swv@cemnetwork.com.

Christian Sducational Nenistries
Post Office Box 560
Whitehouse, Texas 75791
phone: 903.509.2999
Jax: 903.509.1139
e-mail: adm@cemnetwork.com
website: www.cemnetwork.com

That the man of God may be proficient and equipped for every good work.




