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The story of the Garden of Eden is a source of 
endless fascination for me—especially the part 
about the two trees. Plainly, they are important, 
but what do they mean? 

~ A Tale of Two Trees, Ronald L. Dart
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The story of the Garden of Eden is a 
source of endless fascination for me—
especially the part about the two trees. 
Plainly, they are important, but what 
do they mean? Consider the story.

It seems the Lord God planted 
a garden, eastward in Eden, and 
there He placed the man whom He 
had formed. He made to grow out 
of the ground every tree that was 
good for food and pleasant to the 
eyes. There were two trees that were 
special—the “tree of life” and the 
“tree of knowledge of good and evil”. 
Everyone knows the story. Adam 
could eat of any tree of the garden—
including the tree of life—but he 
was not permitted to eat of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil. 
The result of eating of the one tree 
would be eternal life. The result of 
eating of the other tree would be 
death (Genesis 2:16).

Endless morals are drawn from 
this passage. Most preachers find 
them good for at least one sermon a 
year. Along with the morals, there is 
a nice set of puzzles; and being one 
who can never resist a good puzzle, I 
keep coming back to the tale of two 
trees.

The first puzzle in the story is 
why God put the bad tree there in the 
first place. Had He not put it there, 

Eve could not have been tempted 
by it, nor could the serpent have 
made an issue of it. This one small 
change in landscape planning, and 
all human history might have been 
different. Why, then, was it there?

Maybe it was just a matter of 
landscaping—the tree was only 
there to look at. Not every plant that 
is beautiful is fit to eat, and some are 
downright poisonous. The Genesis 
account tells us plainly that trees 
were planted that were good to eat 
and pleasant to the eyes. Of course, 
God warned them that they would 
die if they ate of the tree. If they ate 
of the tree after being warned, their 
blood was on their own head.

I suppose it is a satisfactory 
explanation as far as it goes, but it 
just doesn’t go far enough. After all, 
God is God. It would have been no 
trick for Him to have provided for 
the aesthetics of the garden without 
putting dangerous plants in it. One 
presumes that most of the dangerous 
plants we know were not in the 
garden; Adam was only warned 
about one tree. Then there is the 
indisputable fact that the tree was 
not poisonous in the usual sense. 
Adam and Eve ate of the tree and 
didn’t even get sick. No, there has 
to be something else. God exposed 
Adam and Eve to an unnecessary 
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risk. Surely He had a reason for it.
Perhaps the tree was put there for 

a test. Maybe God is trying to answer 
some questions: Would Adam and 
Eve do as they were told? Could they 
be trusted to carry out instructions? 
To think this out, we must do some 
simple theology.

The idea that the tree was put 
there for a test is based on what I 
call the “arbitrary God” theory. This 
theory holds that things and acts are 
not necessarily evil of themselves, 
but are wrong solely because God 
says they are wrong. When you 
break a law, nothing bad happens 
to you directly and solely because 
of transgression. God must see to 
it that you are punished. If He does 
not punish you, you get off free. 
This makes God arbitrary because 
he could just as easily have made 
the act harmless. God could have 
declared adultery to be no sin, and 
we could have slept around without 
consequences.

Those who believe this are 
like the teenage girl who says to 
her mother, “Aw Mom, you never 
want me to have any fun.” The sole 
objective of the parent is to obstruct 
all the fun the teenager wants to have. 
Never mind that having sex with the 
football team will result in a wide 
variety of negative consequences. 
The operative question of the 
arbitrary God theory runs along 
these lines: “If I commit this sin, this 
way, for these reasons, under these 
circumstances, will God punish me 
for it?” Under this theory, when 
we ask God why we shouldn’t do 
something, His answer is, “Because 
I said so.”

But what if it is the other way 
around? What if the reason God says 
not to do something is because the 
act is intrinsically wrong or harmful? 
In that case, it would require 
divine intervention to prevent the 
punishment, not to cause it. In the 
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Genesis account, the immediate 
results of eating of the tree took 
place without any action on God’s 
part. This is why God is portrayed as 
not knowing what happened.

Here we come to the second 
great puzzle in the tale of two trees. 
Doesn’t God know everything? 
How could He possibly arrive in the 
garden totally ignorant of the sin of 
Adam and Eve? The only answer that 
makes sense is that He had chosen 
not to know. By doing so, He made 
it clear that the arbitrary God theory 
is false. Sin is sin because it hurts, 
and God does not have to be there to 
make it hurt.

This simple fact foreshadows the 
need for redemption from sin—for a 
savior. Sin itself is destructive. God 
takes action in sending His only 
begotten Son into the world to save 
the world from the consequences 
of sin. God did not sacrifice His 
Son to save the world from God’s 
own punishment. This changes 
everything you might have believed 
about the law. The law of God is 
given to tell man where the pitfalls 
are, where the hurt lies. How could 
the law be arbitrarily abolished if it 
were not arbitrary in the first place? 
The law is rooted in the nature is 
what it is, man needs the law of God.

This may clear up one aspect 
of the puzzle, but it still leaves us 
with an uncomfortable question: 
Why did God put something so 
dangerous within such easy reach 
of His children? If there is one thing 
that is clear in this story, it is that 
God deliberately placed Adam and 
Eve at risk. Presumably, He had a 
purpose. It seems unlikely that He 
would have put them at risk without 
expecting something worthwhile in 
return. 

Not only were they at risk, but it 
was a high degree of risk. Could God 



have imagined that they would not, 
sooner or later, partake of the tree? 
And if He was interested in a test, 
why not test them with something 
that didn’t have such disastrous 
results right off?

Perhaps the underlying truth is 
as simple as a choice. Without a full 
range of choices to be made between 
good and evil, do we really have a 
choice at all? If the garden had only 
trees that were harmless, and Adam 
and Eve could eat of any of them, 
what then? Where would be the 
character? In the end, character is 
about the choices we make.

Yet simply putting the choice 
there—the risk—without some 
significant value is problematic. 
There is, of course, the matter of 
gaining strength through resisting 
temptation. This is the one reasonable 
benefit from placing the tree there 
and having man not eat of it.

In the end, Eve ate of the fruit and 
gave it to her husband and he ate as 
well. At first, it may have seemed that 
the serpent was right. They ate of the 
tree and did not die. They did not even 
get sick. Had God mislead them?

There was, from the beginning, 
no prohibition against eating the 
fruit of the tree of life; and the result 

of eating of that tree would have 
been eternal life (Genesis 3:22). In 
eating of the wrong tree first, Adam 
and Eve were barred from the tree of 
life, and so died. No, in the end the 
serpent was wrong.

Yet the challenge of the serpent 
deserves attention. There is no 
“Hello, how are you?” There is no 
small talk. Without preamble he 
inquires, “Yes, and has God said 
you shall not eat of every tree in the 
garden?” It is almost as though he 
were surprised to see the tree there.

Innocently, the woman defended 
God’s instructions: “Of course we 
can eat of every tree in the garden. 
There is only one tree of which we 
are not to eat—the tree in the midst 
of the garden.” Notice, she did not 
name it—she identified it as the one 
in the middle. The tree was placed 
squarely in the center of the garden. 
It had centrality of place.

Perhaps we should not place 
too much weight on the central 
position of this tree—the tree of life 
is also in the midst of the garden. 
And yet one wonders at this central 
location. There are two and only 
two trees standing side by side in 
the middle of the garden—the tree 
of life and the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil. The centricity of 
both hints at a relationship between 
them and a position of importance 
for both of them.

Perhaps the forbidden tree was 
there for man at another time—later, 
when he was ready for it. The serpent 
said, “Ye shall be as gods.” Maybe 
that was the point. Perhaps man was 
destined to be like God after all, but 
not from the start.

It is, after all, within the plan of 
God for man to become like God. 
Late in life, the apostle John said 
this: “Beloved, now are we the sons 
of God, and it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be: but we know that, 
when He shall appear, we shall be 
like Him; for we shall see Him as He 
is” (1 John 3:2). The serpent said that 
the tree would cause to happen what 
God intended to happen anyway.

There is nothing in the account to 
identify the tree as evil except that it 
causes death. And yet it is plain that 
the way it caused death was by the 
denial of access to the source of life. 
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Perhaps the fruit of this tree was only 
to be eaten when one had qualified 
for it. Perhaps this tree was the one 
that truly made a man “as God”.

It almost seems blasphemous to 
say it, but in his astonishment at the 
presence of the tree, the devil may 
have spoken the truth as he knew it. 
Suppose he knew what the tree was 
and what it was for. It would not 
kill outright. It would 
convey a godlike 
quality to man. What 
he said was not an 
outright lie. After all 
the serpent was more 
subtle than any beast of 
the field. Is it a lie to tell 
only a part of the truth? 
The tree would not kill, 
but taking the fruit 
of the tree against the 
commandment of God 
would cut man off from 
life. He would then die.

The serpent knew 
that. He wasn’t cursed by God for a 
mistake in judgment. He was cursed 
for tempting man to doubt God, 
to assume that God was trying to 
keep something good from him. 
It is the oldest and most persistent 
ploy for keeping man from God. 
Satan tells us that God is not fair. 
He is arbitrary. He wants to keep us 
from having fun, from enjoying life. 
His law is not really necessary. God 
could have as easily given other laws. 
And if He doesn’t know what we 
have done, what’s the harm?

The presence of this tree in the 
garden must have really galled the 
serpent. That man could eventually 
become like God was a hateful idea to 
him. He had wanted that for himself. 
From the beginning, he had tried to 
make himself a god, and it led to his 
ruin. Isaiah records all this and tells 
us the original name of the serpent: 
“How are thou fallen from heaven, O 
Lucifer, son of the morning! How art 
thou cut down to the ground, which 
didst weaken the nations! For thou 
hast said in thine heart, I will ascend 
into heaven, I will exalt my throne 
above the stars of God: I will sit also 
upon the mount of the congregation, 
in the sides of the north: I will ascend 
above the heights of the clouds; I will 
be like the most High. Yet thou shalt 

Here, in 
the very 

beginning of 
God’s interaction 

with man, are 
some of the most 

fundamental 
things man would 
ever need to know. 

be brought down to hell, to the sides 
of the pit” (Isaiah 14:12–15).

That for which he had striven 
and lost was placed right here within 
the easy reach of man. It is small 
wonder that the serpent should be 
astonished at the presence of the tree 
in the garden. It had never been for 
him. That the tree was here for man 
may have been his first inkling that 

the destiny of man was 
finally to be like God.

The serpent may 
not have thought of 
himself as a liar. He 
recognized that tree; 
he knew what it was 
and what it was for. 
He wondered if the 
arbitrary God he knew 
had forbidden it to man 
as He had forbidden it 
to the serpent.

When the woman 
replied to the serpent 
that God had forbidden 

them to eat of the tree saying that they 
would surely die, the serpent blurted 
out, “Ye shall not surely die: For God 
doth know that in the day ye eat 
thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, 
and ye shall be as gods, knowing good 
and evil” (Genesis 3:4–5).

The serpent surely tempted the 
woman to eat of the tree, but it took 
no great effort. He did not even urge 
her to eat of it. But then without a 
willing participant, temptation 
never works very well.

Why then was the tree there? 
One thing is certain. God intended 
that man finally become “like 
God”. But He intended it to happen 
His way, in His time. When weak, 
fallible men start acting like gods, 
no end of mischief is possible.

In the end there can only be one 
reason why that tree was placed 
where it was. God placed the tree 
there as a message. The presence 
of the tree revealed that to be “like 
God” was within the reach of man.

So the “Tale of Two Trees” is no 
mere tale after all. Here, in the very 
beginning of God’s interaction 
with man, are some of the most 
fundamental things man would 
ever need to know.



by Ronald L. Dart

I recently saw a bumper sticker 
that proclaimed, “God said it, I 
believe it, and that settles it for me!” 
The person who wrote that bumper 
sticker may consider me an infidel, 
but that doesn’t settle it for me. I want 
to know why God said it. Because 
only then can I even begin to claim 
to understand God.

The Spirit cried through 
Jeremiah, “Thus saith the Lord, let 
not the wise man glory in his wisdom, 
neither let the mighty man glory in 
his might, let not the rich man glory 
in his riches; but let him that glories 
glory in this, that he understands 
and knows Me, that I am the Lord 
who exercises loving kindness, 
judgment and righteousness in the 
earth; for in these things I delight, 
saith the Lord” (Jeremiah 9:23–24).

Understanding vs. Knowledge
Understanding does not 

necessarily come with knowledge. 
We may teach our children what 
happened when David fought 
Goliath. A good teacher may even 
go as far as to prepare maps and 
slides for older children and show 
them where it happened. A teacher 
with historical leanings will take the 
time to explain when it happened. 

But the teacher to be desired and 
remembered is the one who, having 
answered all the first questions, 
goes on to explain why it happened. 
The answers to who, what, when, 
and where convey knowledge, 
but the answer to “why” conveys 
understanding.

Curiosity may have killed the 
cat, but human beings are not cats. It 
is healthy for a young person to have 
a deep streak of inquisitiveness and 
curiosity. Children who continually 
ask “why” may be annoying at times, 
but they are firmly embarked on the 
road to understanding and truth. 
God be merciful to the unthinking 
person who squelches that natural 
childlike inquisitiveness. Curiosity is 
a great gift, and through the exercise 
of this gift, even a child may come to 
know God.

Nor does it hurt for a preacher to 
be more than a little curious. Not long 
ago when I had developed what one 
listener thought was a particularly 
unique theme in a sermon, she asked 
me, “Where in the world do you get 
all those ideas?” I didn’t have a ready 
answer, because I had been thinking 
about the subject for months and 
had felt more than a little frustrated 
that it took me so long to find a way 

King Solomon once wrote, “Wisdom is the principle 
thing: therefore get wisdom: and with all your getting, get 
understanding. Exalt her, and she shall promote you: she 

shall bring you to honor, when you do embrace her.” 
(Proverbs 4:7–8)

Yes, 
?
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to articulate the idea. But when I 
reflected on it for a while, I began to 
realize that one of the reasons I take 
the approach I take in sermons is 
because I am continually asking the 
question, “Why?”

David and Goliath
The whole incident of David and 

Goliath, for example, becomes much 
more interesting when one asks why 
David fought Goliath. His presence 
at the scene of the battle was 
incidental—he was not a soldier, and 
he did not come to fight (1 Samuel 
17:12–19). The normal reasons for 
battle seem absent in this case. 
David only expresses idle curiosity 
about the reward for the person who 
was to fight the Philistine and even 
some amazement that there should 
have to be a reward (verse 26). David 
doesn’t seem to be the sort of man 
who fights just for the sheer love of 
fighting. His brother suggested that 
pride may have been a motivation, 
but David seems to deny it. Some 
men fight to prove that they can 
overcome their fear, but David didn’t 
seem to have any fear to overcome.

There were two aspects of 
confidence expressed by David in 
this encounter. First and foremost 
was his total confidence in God. This 
man was defying God, and it was 
necessary that he be punished for it. 
It was as simple as that. The second 

factor was David’s confidence in 
himself. He had already met and 
defeated two dangerous animals, 
and this Philistine seemed to present 
no greater challenge.

Why did David do it? The 
answer seems to be given in David’s 
response to Goliath in 1 Samuel 
17:45–47. David said, “You come to 
me with a sword and with a spear, 
and with a shield: but I come to you 
in the name of the Lord of Hosts, 
the God of the armies of Israel 
whom you have defied. This day 
will the Lord deliver you into mine 
hand; and I will smite thee, and take 
thine head from you…that all the 
earth may know that there is a God 
in Israel. And all this assembly shall 
know that the Lord saveth not with 
sword and spear: for the battle is the 
Lord’s, and he will give it into our 
hands.”

David fought in the name of the 
Lord and by His authority. Not only 
that, he fought as a witness of God’s 
saving power.

Doubtless there is even a deeper 
symbolism in this account when one 
understands that David is a type 
of Christ and that so many of his 
words in the Psalms reflect forward 
to Christ. But we will leave it to the 
reader to meditate on any further 
connection between this event and 
the work of Christ while we go on to 
ask “why” about something else.

Yes, 
?
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Join us for the 2022 Feast of Tabernacles in Hot Springs at the
“Legendary Vapors Lounge”  

315 Park Avenue, Hot Springs, AR.
Enjoy eight days of spirit-filled worship services, youth classes, 
seminars, and opportunities for fellowship including a picnic, pie 
and ice cream social, movie and game nights and a big family dance 
(line and square dancing). We are blessed to have one of the country’s 
top square dance callers teach and lead us for a night of music and 
fellowship. Bring your dancing shoes! 

 If you need further information, don’t hesitate to contact
 Skip Martin or Blake Silverstein

fot22@borntowin.net            1-888-Bible-44 (242-5344)
www.cemfot.com 

www.facebook.com/groups/hotspringsfot

October 10-17October 10-17



Around the World
2022       

Besides our established International Church groups (United Kingdom, Jamaica, 
Australia, Philippines, Canada) and our work in Africa, the Church of God 
International is also working in Mexico, Pakistan, and Bangladesh.

PleasePlease pray for all of these soldiers for Christ who are working under extreme duress 
to bring the gospel message to places where it is much harder to teach and preach.

2022Around the World
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Hello everyone! We recently received a very encouraging update from Church of 
God International (CGI) minister, Mike James.  Mike is the Director of Foreign 

Work for CGI, and he was pleased to provide some information about the progress 
in Mexico, Pakistan, and  Bangladesh—you can read it below. ~Blake Silverstein

Mexico
We are also working with Ishmael 
Jiminez Xicotencatl in Tabasco, Mexi-
co. He broadcasts his Sabbath service 
each week to individuals in Mexico, 
Guatemala and Honduras via his Face-
book site Jalpa Mendez Iglesia.

    Pakistan
Our work here is lead by Sayman Zeeshan. 
He leads a group of about 30 people and 
his work is dangerous. Earlier this year, 
during a public meeting, a Muslim man 
shot a gun into the ground to display his 
displeasure with the message Sayman 
was preaching. Sayman and the gunman 
were taken in to jail for questioning and 
the man eventually asked for forgiveness 
and the matter was resolved.

Bangladesh
Finally, we are also doing work in 
Bangladesh, led by Simon Gain. He and 
I are setting up monthly GoToMeeting 
meetings with a group of Catholics that 
he is witnessing to. Our first meeting 
lasted 90 minutes in June and I discussed 
the Holy Days with the group.
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    the dropout so that he actually 

understands how a rocket works 
besides “it’s really big, makes a lot of 
noise and smoke and somehow flies!” 
I have had so many new insights into 
the Bible that I never saw reading on 
my own. Thank you for keeping his 
sermons going through these trying 
times.

Dessou O.
Benin

God bless you! I don't know what I 
would do without you guys!

If you would like to share a 
comment, please let us know, 

we want to hear from you!

Chiquita B.
USA

I found my cassette tapes today 
along with a tape player. I pressed 
play and it would not budge. 
Heartbroken as I was, I was led 
to Google your ministry. Tada! 
Thank you!

Almondcity
Born to Win App Review

Even though Mr. Dart has returned 
home to God, I still find his sermons 
inspiring. He is a rare individual 
who is like an intermediary between 
a rocket scientist and a high school 
dropout. He can take the scientist 
$50000 words and descriptions and 
translate them into $500 words for 
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The 2022 Plan
Reading, Writing, and Responding

Our focus this year is to finish the New Testament. We started in Acts, will 
move through Paul’s writings, and finish in Revelation. We encourage you to 
read the daily assignment, handwrite the verses, then respond with prayer, 
meditation, contemplation, and life application.

Sept 1     Col  2:1–12
Sept 2     Col  2:13–23
Sept 3     Col  3:1–12
Sept 4     Col  3:13–25
Sept 5     Col  4:1–9
Sept 6     Col  4:10–18
Sept 7     1 Thess 1:1–10
Sept 8     1 Thess 2:1–10
Sept 9     1 Thess 2:11–20
Sept 10   1 Thess 3:1–13
Sept 11   1 Thess 4:1–9
Sept 12   1 Thess 4:10–18
Sept 13   1 Thess 5:1–13
Sept 14   1 Thess 5:14–28
Sept 15   2 Thess 1:1–12

Sept 16   2 Thess 2:1–8
Sept 17   2 Thess 2:9–17
Sept 18   2 Thess 3:1–9
Sept 19   2 Thess 3:10–18
Sept 20   1 Tim 1:1–10
Sept 21   1 Tim 1:11–20
Sept 22   1 Tim 2:1–15
Sept 23   1 Tim 3:1–10
Sept 24   1 Tim 3:11–16
Sept 25   1 Tim 4:1–8
Sept 26   1 Tim 4:9–16
Sept 27   1 Tim 5:1–12
Sept 28   1 Tim 5:13–25
Sept 29   1 Tim 6:1–10
Sept 30   1 Tim 6:11–21

About Us
Christian Educational Ministries 
(CEM) was founded in November 
1995 by the late Ron and Allie 
Dart as an independent, non–
denominational ministry to 
serve the public and individual 
Christians of every kind.  
Mr. Dart, was an ordained 
minister and evangelist, has 
served God through hundreds of 
sermons, radio broadcasts, Bible 
Studies, and books. His clear, 
conversational style brings clarity 
and simplicity to difficult Biblical 
topics.
Ronald Dart’s radio ministry, 
Born to Win, is broadcast around 
the world and on the Born to Win 
website.

BornToWin.net
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www.borntowin.net/bible-reading-plan
If you are interested in our Bible-in-a-Year Reading Plan, visit the link below.

Download
Now!

BornToWin.net/App



Radio
Broadcast 

Contact us for FREE copies of these messages. 
For help finding a radio station near you Call 1–888–BIBLE–44 

Listen online @ www.BornToWin.net

September Schedule
1st................The Book of Samuel #8

2nd-4th.....................Leadership Lost

5th................The Book of Samuel #9

6th................The Book of Samuel #10

7th................The Book of Samuel #11

8th................The Book of Samuel #12

9th-11th.................Leadership Found

12th.............The Book of Samuel #13

13th..............The Book of Samuel #14

14th..............The Book of Samuel #15

15th..............The Book of Samuel #16
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16th-18th........Leadership and Honor

19th..............The Book of Samuel #17

20th..............The Book of Samuel #18

21st..............The Book of Samuel #19

22nd.............The Book of Samuel #20

23rd-25th.......Christian Holidays #13

26th................Christian Holidays #11

27th................Christian Holidays #12

28th...Old Testament Trumpets [Part 1]

29th...Old Testament Trumpets [Part 2]

30th...The Power of the Written Word
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Address:
City/State/Zip:
Phone#:                                                                        
Email:
      Check here if this is a new address

To place your order, call 1.888.242.5344 
during business hours, 8:30am to 5pm CT.
Complete and return this form or easily go 
online via this secure QR code.

           Visa           Mastercard           Discover           AMEX

Card Number:

Expiration Date:                  /                    CID#:

Signature:

For Help Placing Your Order
Call 1.888.BIBLE.44

The QR code will always have our most current offers.

FREE CD Series Bundle
The Books of Samuel & Kings 

The Tree #1 & #2 - ‡CD/PRINT 03TREE

SKSC

Free

$49.95
 USB Flash Drive (same content) SKSF $34.95
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