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A Father in the House

from a radio program by
Ronald L. Dart
Once upon a time, a man, his wife,
and two sons were forced to leave
their home and live in a nearby
country because of a severe famine
in their homeland. His sons married
young women in the new country—
Ruth and Orpah. The family might
well have prospered there except for
the fact that the father fell sick and
died; later his two sons died as well,
leaving the three women destitute
and alone. It’s hard enough for
women who are left without their
men in the modern world; generally
speaking it is a sure road to poverty
for them, especially if they have
children. In that world, it was far
worse than it is today.
The mother’s name was Naomi. She
decided that it would be better for
her to go back home near family she
might still have there. Naomi tried to
send Ruth and Orpah home to their
own families. She said, “Go on back,
things will be better for you there. I
haven’t any more sons. I don’t have
anything.” Orpah returned to her
family; but Ruth refused to leave
Naomi, and her refusal is one of
the most beautiful passages in all
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of literature. I would almost bet
that you have heard it. It is found in
Ruth, chapter 1. She said to Naomi,
“Entreat me not to leave you, or to
return from following after you: for
where you go, I will go. Where you
lodge, I will lodge. Your people will
be my people, and your God my
God. Where you die, I will die, and
there I will be buried. The Lord do
so to me and more also if anything
but death part you and me.”
It is interesting that this has made
it into a lot of wedding ceremonies,
where they say “’Til death do us
part.” This is actually between a
mother and a daughter-in-law, in
this case, not a man and his wife,
but it is really a beautifully worded
statement of loyalty. The two women
returned to the land of Israel
together and settled down to live a
life of quiet poverty.
The book, by the way, is named after
Ruth; but there are two heroes in this
book: one is Ruth, and the other is
a man—a real man, a noble man at
that. His name was Boaz.
They had a custom in Israel in those
days that poor people were allowed

to go into the fields and glean the
grain that fell to the ground in the
harvesting process. The corners of
the field and any grain that fell on
the ground were to be left so that
poor people could pick it up, take it
home, and have something to eat. It
was a type of a welfare situation—
except for the fact that the people
had to get up and go get it. In chapter
2, Ruth said to Naomi, “Let me
go into the field to glean the grain
after him in whose sight I shall find
grace.” Naomi said to her, “Go my
daughter.”
Ruth took off and found a field
where she could glean behind the
reapers and bring home some grain.
It was by sheer accident, I suppose,
that she lit on a part of the field that
belonged to Boaz, who was a relative
of her dead husband. Boaz came
from Bethlehem and said to the
reapers, “Good morning gents, the
Lord be with you.” They said, “The
Lord bless you.” And he said to the
guys, “Who’s that girl over there”,
pointing at Ruth. The chief servant
said, “It is the Moabite damsel that
came back here with Naomi, out of
the country of Moab, and she asked,
‘Please let me glean and gather after
the reapers among the sheaves.’ So
she came and has continued from the
morning until now. She has worked
hard and took a little break in the
house.” Boaz went over to Ruth and
said, “Listen, my daughter. Don’t go
and glean in another field. You stay
here close to my girls. Let your eyes
be on the field that they reap and go
after them. I have charged the young
men that they are not to touch you.
When you are thirsty you go right
over there to the vessels and drink
what the young men have drawn
from the well.”
This is really unusual treatment for
a stranger in a field. “She fell on her

◆ 63% of youth suicides are from
fatherless homes—5x the average.
(US Dept. of Health/Census)
◆ 90% of all homeless and runaway
children are from fatherless homes—
32x the average.
◆ 85% of all children who show
behavior disorders come from
fatherless homes—20x the average.
(Centers for Disease Control)
◆ 80% of rapists with anger problems
come from fatherless homes—14x
the average. (Justice & Behavior, Vol
14, p. 403–26)
◆ 71% of all high school dropouts
come from fatherless homes—9x
the average. (National Principals
Association Report)
Find more statistics at

thefatherlessgeneration.wordpress.com/statistics

face and bowed herself to the ground
saying, ‘Why have I found grace
in your eyes that you should take
knowledge of me. I am a stranger.’”
She was a Moabite, and they had
very often not been in the good
graces of Israel. There was a certain
racism involved. Boaz answered,
“I have been told all that you have
done for your mother-in-law since
the death of your husband. I know
the whole story. I know how you left
your father and mother, how you left
the land of your birth and have come
unto a people which you never knew
before now. The Lord recompense
your work, and a full reward be
BornToWin.net
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given to you of the Lord God of
Israel, under whose wings you are
come to trust.”
He is not just talking about some
vague spiritual protection from
Almighty God. The wings of God
to Ruth, at this moment, looked a
lot like Boaz. Boaz was the product
of a system—a system in which the
priests of God taught the men of
God the law. The law pervaded their
life. It had to do with how widows
are to be treated, how poor people
were taken care of. It had to do
with the responsibilities of a man
for his family, his relationships, the
responsibility of inheritance. It was
a complete system handed to Israel
by God; and when one came to live
in Israel, one came trusting under
the wings of God. Then Ruth said,
“Let me find favor in your sight, my
lord, for you have comforted me and
you have spoken friendly to your
handmaid, though I be not like unto
one of your handmaids.” Notice
it wasn’t that she wasn’t one of his
handmaids; she wasn’t like them.
She was a Moabite.
And Boaz said to her, “At mealtime
you come here and eat of the bread
and dip your morsel in the vinegar”,
and she sat beside the reapers and he
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offered her some roasted grain. She
ate all she wanted and had some left
over. As she got up to glean, Boaz
gave orders to his young men: “Let
her glean even among the sheaves,
and do not reproach her at all. And
also let fall some of the handfuls on
purpose for her, leave them so she
can glean them and don’t rebuke
her.” So she gleaned in the field
until evening, beat out what she had
gleaned, and had a bushel of barley.
She took it up, and went home to
her mother-in-law. When Naomi
saw what she had, she was amazed
and said, “Where did you go today?
Where did you work? Blessed be the
man who took notice of you!” And
Ruth told her all about the one at
whose place she had been working.
She said, “The man’s name with
whom I worked with today is Boaz.”
Boaz was a real man—a man with a
sense of responsibility, a man who
cared for women, and a man who
realized the responsibilities and
obligations of family. Continuing in
Ruth 2: Naomi said to her daughterin-law, “Blessed be he of the Lord,
who has not left off his kindness to
the living and the dead. The man is
near of kin to us; he is one of our near
kinsman. Ruth said, “He told me,
‘You keep close to my young men,
until the end of all my harvest.’”
Naomi said to Ruth, “It is good. You
go out and do that, and don’t let
them see you in any other field. You
stay right there in the fields of Boaz.”
So that is what she did, all the way
to the end of the barley and wheat
harvests. Here we have a society in
which men like Boaz looked to the
poor and took care of women, and
took special care of women like
Ruth.
What follows is one of the great
romantic stories in the Bible, and
it flows around one of the strangest
customs of marriage you’ll ever
encounter. There was a law in
ancient Israel that seems very
strange to us in the 21st century; but
I think it had a great deal to do with
maintaining family ties, and with
the responsibility of taking care of
people in their own family. One of the
laws required that if a man married
a woman and then died without

leaving an heir, his brother or next- man; he is an older man, and she is
of-kin was to take the woman as a very young woman. And he would
wife and raise up seed to his brother. never have imagined that she would
The idea was that the inheritance of have wanted anything like this.
the land would stay in the family— Boaz said, “Blessed be you of the
that the family would stay close Lord, my daughter, for you have
together—but there was always to shown more kindness in the latter
be an heir coming along so that the
end than at the
family properties, and
beginning, inasmuch
the family itself, would
ou men as you followed not
stay intact.
young men, whether
In thinking about this
have a poor or rich. And now
law and realizing that
my daughter, don’t be
Ruth was exactly in choice: You can afraid. I will do all that
that situation, Naomi
you require, for all the
said to Ruth, “I’m step up and be a people of my city know
going to try to seek
you are a virtuous
rest for you, so it can father, or be just woman. It is true that I
be well with you. Boaz
am your near kinsman,
is our kindred, and
another loser. but there’s a problem:
behold he winnows
There is one nearer
barley tonight on the
than I am. You wait
threshing floor. Wash yourself, put this night, and in the morning we
some perfume on, put some nice will see if he will perform the duty of
clothes on, go down to the floor; but the kinsman, and we will let him. If
don’t make yourself known to the not, then I certainly will do it, as the
man until he is through eating and Lord lives. Now you lie down until
drinking. And when he lies down to the morning.” So the next morning
sleep, you mark the place where he Ruth got up very early, and Boaz had
lies. You go in then and uncover his her bring her veil that was upon her
feet, and lie down at his feet, and he and hold it, and he filled it up with
will tell you what you have to do.” six measures of barley and sent her
Ruth said, “Okay, I’ll do what you said.” to the city. He said, “Let it not be
“And Ruth went down to the floor known that a woman came into the
and did according to all her mother- floor.” When Ruth got home, Naomi
in-law told her. And when Boaz had said, “How did it go, my daughter?”
finished eating and drinking, his Ruth told her all that the man had
heart was merry, and he went to lie done. And Naomi said, “Wait, my
down at the end of a heap of grain. daughter, until you find out what
After he had gone asleep, Ruth came will happen, for the man will not
softly and uncovered his feet, and rest until he has finished this thing
laid down at his feet. Near midnight, this day.”
Boaz was startled and turned The story in the next chapter is
himself, and behold a woman was fascinating, and it goes back into an
lying at his feet. He sat up and said, ancient age, walking you through all
‘Who are you?’, and she answered, the courtesy, all of the mannerisms,
‘I am Ruth, your handmaid. Spread all of the approach they had to
your skirt over your handmaid for take—the legalities involved with
you are a near kinsman’ (Ruth 3:6–9). the buying and selling of properties,
This is an odd expression to us. But and this very serious responsibility
what she is simply saying is, “Put your of raising up seed to a dead man so
protection over me because you are a his inheritance would be protected.
near kinsman, and therefore you are Boaz had thought this thing through
obligated to be my protector.” She is very carefully. He goes out to the
referring to the “Levirate Law”—that gate and waits for the guy to come
is, the law that required a kinsman by, and he stops him and gets some
to marry her and raise up seed to witnesses, and he approaches him
her dead husband. Now, you have
....Continued on page 8
to understand, Boaz is not a young

Y

BornToWin.net

(5

38 Weeks
As my time is coming, I’ve been
thinking about how much I can relate
to many of the things Jesus said and
felt as He knew His time was quickly
approaching. “When a woman is
giving birth, she has sorrow because
her hour has come, but when she
has delivered the baby, she no longer
remembers the anguish, for joy that a
human being has been born into the
world” John 16:21.
For the joy set before Him, He
endured the cross. I don’t think there
is any other experience in this life
that mimics the purpose, pain and
submission Jesus went through like
childbirth. It’s a form of communion
unique to women, something we
could never fully explain to men. Of
course, the analogy quickly breaks
down since our suffering doesn’t
come even close to what Jesus went
through; but I think we suffer enough
to make some unique connections,
if we don’t allow ourselves to miss
them.
I’ve found myself sorrowing,
knowing (after already having had
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by
Elizabeth
Glasgow

two natural births) what I’m in for.
The pain of childbirth is exquisite—
excruciating—and though you no
longer feel the pain after the baby is
born, you still remember that you
were in unbearable anguish for a
time. It’s made me want to pray Jesus’
prayer in Luke 22:42: “If you are
willing, remove this cup from me.”
But what would it even mean to have
this cup removed from me? For Jesus,
it would have meant that He wouldn’t
have to suffer on the cross, yes, but
that He wouldn’t have been able to
bring many sons to glory through
paying the price for our sins. Jesus
chose us. “Now my soul is troubled,
and what shall I say? ‘Father, save
me from this hour?’ No, it was for
this very reason I came to this hour.”
Would I not choose to bring my child
into the world because of the pain?
We love these little children in our
wombs before we even meet them.
We pray for them, care for them,
dream great dreams for them, seek
their good, all before we even see
their faces. But when the first hints

of labor come and we know that
these small contractions signal the
beginning of our labor pain, there’s
a mixture of emotions: anticipation,
fear, excitement, dread, focus, panic,
realization…joy?
You intellectually know at this point
that you must commit to the process,
submit to the pain and let the waves
of contractions wash over you as
your body prepares to give birth. It’s
the beginning of the internal struggle
to maintain control when you know
full well you have no control over the
process. At some point, you feel like
you cannot continue. You cannot
experience the pain of the next
contraction. We call this “transition”.
At this point, you are simultaneously
past your limit of endurance while
also at the beginning of the pushing
process, the next stage of labor.
But can there be joy here too? I
remember when I was in transition
during Josiah’s delivery, knowing I
was just minutes away from meeting
him. I began repeating, “For the joy
set before Him, He endured.” “For
the joy.” For the joy, I will continue.
For the joy, I will bring another child
into this world. For the joy, I will
bring forth new life. For the joy, I
will be part of bringing another son

into glory. There is joy in desperate
pain, knowing that the struggle now
becomes active as you push new life
into the world. You are past all limits
at that point. Delivery becomes
something primal, otherworldly, an
experience you truly cannot stop or
control. You simply must go on.
And then... I picked up Josiah and
held him to my chest overcome
with emotion, praising God. I was
entirely outside of myself, praising
God for this new life; not thinking
once of the pain, but of how powerful
the emotion was that I had just
experienced—praising God over and
over again. From pain to immediate,
overwhelming joy.
It is a powerful thing to experience.
There is nothing at all like it. And
there’s no way to truly explain it
fully to another person. But I think
Jesus understands the feeling. He
understands what it means to suffer
to the point of death in order to
bring many sons to glory; and in our
own way, we mothers can partake
in that same purposeful suffering
as well. It’s something I think I can
honestly look forward to now, days
away from bringing forth another
child of God. The pain will turn into
overwhelming joy.
BornToWin.net
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...“A Father in the House” continued

initially about buying a piece of
land that belongs to Naomi. Boaz
says, “Naomi has come back and
wants to sell a parcel of land that
belonged to our brother Elimelech.
And I thought to inform you, saying:
Buy it before the inhabitants of the
elders if you will. If not, then I am
going to buy it.” The nearer kinsman
said, “Well, I would definitely want
to buy that.” Then Boaz plays his
trump card: “On the day you buy
the field of the hand of Naomi,
understand you must buy it also of
Ruth the Moabitess, the wife of the
dead, to raise up the name of the
dead upon his inheritance.” Then
the kinsman stopped and said, “No,
I can’t do that because I would mar
my own inheritance. You go ahead
and redeem it, I cannot redeem it.”
“Now this was the manner in former
times concerning redeeming and
changing; to confirm all things a
man plucked off his shoe and gave it
to his neighbor. This was a testimony
in Israel.” So he did it; he took off
his shoe in front of witnesses. Boaz

bought the field and was then able to
marry Ruth.
“So Boaz took Ruth and she became
his wife; and when he went in to her,
the Lord gave her conception, and
she bore a son.” Also, the neighbor
women gave him a name, saying,
“There is a son born to Naomi,”
calling him Obed.
And here is the punch line: Obed
is the father of Jesse, who is the
father of David. Everybody knows
that David is an ancestor of Jesus
Christ in the human sense. It is a
little hard to get your mind around
it. Here’s a man who, because he
knew the law, because he knew what
his responsibilities were, stepped
up to the plate and fulfilled those
responsibilities, forged a link in
the genealogy of Jesus Christ. It’s
hard to realize that the genealogy
and genetic code that flowed from
Boaz and Ruth—who was not even
an Israelite, but a Moabite—made
its way to Christ. You men have
a choice: You can step up and be a
father, or be just another loser.

Youth Educational Adventures (YEA) is a
comprehensive curriculum for religious
education intended for children ages 3–19, and
developed by Christian Educational Ministries.
CEM is in the process of making all YEA lessons
freely available online.
Want to learn more about YEA?
Visit the website below:

www.BornToWin.net/YEA
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Christian Educational Ministries and The Church of
God International are pleased to announce an addition
to the 2021 Feast of Tabernacles with a new location in
Hot Springs, Arkansas. This area is ideal for those in the
central US looking for a rich and rewarding traditional
Church of God Festival experience. Nestled in the
midst of the beautiful Ouachita Mountains of North
Central Arkansas, this resort city has a rich history and
feature natural hot springs available to enjoy at several
famous bathhouses on the main strip of the city. Nature
abounds around this festival location with many scenic
and outdoor adventures awaiting you.
The 2021 Hot Springs Feast will be held at The Legendary
Vapors lounge in Hot Springs that features a fabulous
and comfortable auditorium with a professional stage.
As always, a variety of studies, seminars and learning
opportunities are being planned. YEA Bible classes
for children, worship and opportunities for fellowship
to sharpen iron amidst the warm love, hospitality,
laughter and enjoyment that comes when God's People
get together at His Appointed Times to worship and
rejoice before Him!
Visit the website at www.lblfeastoftabernacles.com and
click on the Hot Springs, Arkansas menu selections for
housing and lodging information, our schedule, and
any updates and announcements. Visit our Facebook
Group for the latest current announcements. We look
forward to being together in this new location with
everyone once again!

Comments From
Our Listeners
Janette A.
Benin
Where do we start? Let’s start
with the invitation to the
Feast of Tabernacles—thank
you for that! Thank you for
the speakers. When the lady
spoke about how Born to Win
had impacted her life it was a
testament of God’s working
through this radio station &
through the giving of people
to keep Born to Win on the
radio. It brought it home, it
made it real! Thank you Born
to Win for everything—we
appreciate you!!

Eric C.
Georgetown, TX
I don’t say this often, but that
message on “Extreme Grace” was
life-changing.
Jim N.
USA
I have learned more about the
truth in the Bible from Mr. Dart’s
audio programs, attending the
feasts in Panama and meetings
in my area. His unique way
of explaining the scriptures
and the meaning behind them
is priceless. And of course
behind every great teacher is his
motivation...Jesus.

CEM Mission Statement

•First, to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the world. (Matthew 28).
•Second, to teach the disciples of Jesus Christ so that they June be
“proficient and equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:17).
•Third, to teach and train this generation and the next with studies and
programs focused on youth, through the Darts’ special passion, Youth
Educational Adventures (YEA). (Deuteronomy 11:19, Proverbs 22:6).
•Fourth, to bring God’s people closer together, through cooperative
efforts wherever they June be. (2 Corinthians 5:18).
To this end, we teach the Bible and its Truth, with a goal of helping people make
their own lives work while they are a positive influence and blessing to those
around them. Follow Mr. Dart and CEM @ www.borntowin.net, Facebook,
YouTube, and other media.

Connect with Christian Educational Ministries
P.O. Box 560
BornToWin.net
Whitehouse, TX 75791
Info@BornToWin.net
(903) 839–9300
(888) BIBLE–44

/Facebook /YouTube
/Instagram /Twitter
/Pinterest /Audio
/Shop /Donate

(903) 839–9311

BornToWin.net/App Download Now!

About Us
Vicki B.
USA
Thank you for your service.
We need to be reminded of the
basics. Mr. Dart’s sermons are
like a textbook of knowledge.
Luchi
Philippines
This [“Saving the Family”] is a
very powerful message—one of
the preachers that really preaches
the truth and laws of God.

If you would like to share a
comment, please let us know,
we want to hear from you!

Christian Educational Ministries
(CEM) was founded in November
1995 by the late Ron and Allie
Dart as an independent, non–
denominational ministry to
serve the public and individual
Christians of every kind.
Mr. Dart, was an ordained
minister and evangelist, has
served God through hundreds of
sermons, radio broadcasts, Bible
Studies, and books. His clear,
conversational style brings clarity
and simplicity to difficult Biblical
topics.
Ronald Dart’s radio ministry,
Born to Win, is broadcast around
the world and on the Born to Win
website.

BornToWin.net

The 2021 Plan

Reading, Writing, and Responding
We will continue Reading, Writing, and Responding in the book of Luke.
We encourage you to read the daily assignment, handwrite the scriptures,
then respond to those verses with prayer, meditation, contemplation, and
life application.
July 16
Luke 6:37–49
July 1
Luke 3:1–10
July 17
Luke 7:1–10
July 2
Luke 3:11–20
July 18
Luke 7:11–20
July 3
Luke 3:21–29
July 19
Luke 7:21–30
July 4
Luke 3:30–38
July 20
Luke 7:31–39
July 5
Luke 4:1–11
July 21
Luke 7:40–50
July 6
Luke 4:12–21
July 22
Luke 8:1–10
July 7
Luke 4:22–31
July 23
Luke 8:11–21
July 8
Luke 4:32–44
July 24
Luke 8:22–30
July 9
Luke 5:1–11
July 25
Luke 8:31–40
July 10
Luke 5:12–20
July 26
Luke 8:41–50
July 11
Luke 5:21–32
July 27
Luke 8:51–9:6
July 12
Luke 5:33–6:5
July 28
Luke 9:7–17
July 13
Luke 6:6–16
July 29
Luke 9:18–27
July 14
Luke 6:17–26
July 30
Luke 9:28–40
July 15
Luke 6:27–36
July 31
Luke 9:41–50
If you are interested in our Bible-in-a-Year Reading Plan, visit the link below.

www.borntowin.net/bible-reading-plan
BornToWin.net
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Radio
Broadcast

July Schedule
1st.....................................Gettysburg

16th–18th............A Civilization Dying

2nd–4th...................God's Liberty Bell

19th..............................Revelation #5

5th....................A Beacon of Freedom

20th..............................Revelation #6

6th.........................Power vs Freedom

21st...............................Revelation #7

7th............The War Against Freedom

22nd..............................Revelation #8

8th.....................How Freedom Is Lost

23rd–25th.....About the Last Days #1

9th–11th........One Nation Under God

26th..............................Revelation #9

12th...............................Revelation #1

27th............................Revelation #10

13th...............................Revelation #2

28th............................Revelation #11

14th...............................Revelation #3

29th............................Revelation #12

15th...............................Revelation #4

30th–1st........About the Last Days #2

Contact us for FREE copies of these messages.
For help finding a radio station near you Call 1–888–BIBLE–44

Listen online @ www.BornToWin.net
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A Ronald L. Dart Minist

Request your FREE Copy of “Can the Church Save? ”.
Order “Salvation: The Starting Point For Christians Old and New” Series
Code

Price Qty Amount

Can the Church Save CD 00VFC

FREE

$ 0.00

Can the Church Save Booklet

FREE

$

CTCS

Salvation: The Starting Point Series SSPSCD $12.95

$

Thank You very much for your financial support $
This offer expires August 31, 2019

Subtotal $_________
Texas Residents add 8.25% $_________
Canada and Mexico Residents add 15% $_________
All Other Non-U.S. Countries add 25% $_________

Free
Shipping $_________

Total Amount Enclosed
d$
*Payments MUST be in U.S. dollars

ID #:____________________________________________
Name:__________________________________________

☐Visa ☐Mastercard ☐Discover ☐AMEX
Card Number:_____________________________________

Address:_________________________________________ Expiration Date:__________/__________ CID #:__________
City/State/Zip:____________________________________ Signature:_________________________________________
Phone #:_______________ email:__________________
☐Check here if this is a new address

Credit Card Orders, call 1.888.BIBLE.44
during business hours, 8:30 AM to 5 PM CT,
or return this form:

For Help Placing Your Order
Call 1.888.BIBLE.44

