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“David the leader—
he was single-minded,
audacious, a man of
faith, realistic, prepared,
and authoritative.
He assumed victory.”
-Ronald L. Dart

The Greatest Leader

www.BornToWin.net

Making
Life
Work
The Greatest
Leader
From a Sermon by Ronald L. Dart

Who in the Bible is the greatest
example of leadership (apart from
Jesus Christ, of course)? Without
a doubt, that man is David. When
you speak of David in the biblical
context, the name needs no modifier
for a Bible reader to know who you’re
talking about. His name occurs
more than 1,000 times in the Old
Testament alone, and apparently no
one else in the Bible was ever named
“David”. He was the youngest of eight
sons. Most people who’ve read the
Bible and gone to church very much
are familiar with the story of David
and Goliath in 1 Samuel 17. Today I
want to extract some of the elements
of leadership in David that emerge
from this story.
David’s father, Jesse, needed to send
supplies to his sons who were in the
field. Early in the morning, David
left his flock with a shepherd, loaded
up, and set out like his father had
told him. He got to the camp just as
the army was going out to its battle
positions, shouting the war cry. In
ancient times, they’d line up the
armies on both sides. They would
rattle swords and shields and spears,
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make great shouts and cries, and then
go back into camp—sit around eating
and drinking and telling stories for
a while. They weren’t quite ready to
fight, yet.
Israel and the Philistines were
forming up their battle lines, facing
each other. When David saw this,
he left his things with the keeper
of supplies, ran to the battle lines
and spoke to his brothers. As he
was talking with them, Goliath, the
Philistine champion from Gath,
stepped out of the lines, and shouted
his usual defiance. When the Israelites
saw the man, they all ran from him in
great fear. David heard it. So David
asked the men standing near him,
“What? What is going to be done for
the man who kills this Philistine and
removes this disgrace from Israel?
Who is this uncircumcised Philistine
that he should defy the armies of the
Living God?”
“The king will give great wealth to the
man who kills him. He will also give
him his daughter in marriage, and
will exempt his father’s family from
taxes in Israel.” Exempt from taxes,
and married to the king’s daughter!
David was an uncomplicated man.

He saw the issue clearly. Someone
was going to have to fight this man
and win. It had to be done. The man
had to be fought and defeated, and
the sooner the better. David was
single-minded—once he saw the
problem, he attacked it. So, I derive
from David that he was a singleminded leader.
What David was saying was
overheard and reported to Saul, and
Saul sent for him. David, when he
came before Saul, said, “Don’t let
anyone lose heart on account of this
Philistine. I will go fight him.” Saul
wasn’t that impressed. He said, “You
aren’t able to go out and fight him.
You’re a boy. He’s been a fighting
man since his youth.” But David
said to Saul, “Your servant has been
keeping his father’s sheep. When a
lion or a bear came and carried off a
sheep from the flock, I went after it.
I struck it. I rescued the sheep from
its mouth. When it turned on me,
I seized it by its hair, struck it, and
killed it. Your servant has killed both
a lion and a bear. This uncircumcised
Philistine will be like one of them,
because he has defied the armies of
the Living God.”
David had gone after and faced
down a bear. This boy, in hand-tohand combat, had defeated a lion
and a bear. For David, it was simple:
When you are faced with danger, you
face up to it, and you fight—and you
do it sooner rather than later. My
second characteristic of leadership,
according to David, is courage; but
more than just courage: audacity,
which implies active courage.
David said to Saul, “The Lord, who
delivered me from the paw of the lion
and the paw of the bear, will deliver
me from the hand of this Philistine.”
David believed that God would

Biblical Examples
of Leadership
Qualities

Leaders...

Noah: Genesis 7
...are willing to work alone.
Abraham: Genesis 12
...leave their comfort zone.
Joseph: Genesis 37
...are sustained in difficult times.
Moses: Exodus 3
...stand up for people.
Rahab: Joshua 2
...protect others.
Joshua: Joshua 2
...lead by example.
Deborah: Judges 5
...know to whom the glory belongs.
Isaiah: Isaiah 6
...stand up, speak up.
Daniel: Daniel 6
...remain steadfast.
Esther: Esther 4
...risk their life to save people.
Peter: Acts 2
...overcome and grow.
Paul: Acts 9
...are passionate.
Phoebe: Romans 16
...are servants.

give him the victory in this case.
One reason he did was because the
Philistine was mocking the armies
of the Living God and, consequently,
mocking God. David didn’t think
God would put up with that. Either
you trust God, or you don’t. He had
faith. He trusted God regardless of
the outcome just like Job: “Though
he slay me, yet will I trust him” (Job
13:15). (See also Daniel 3:16–18). So,
now we have drawn three important
characteristics of leadership from David’s
example: A leader is single-minded,
audacious, and he is a man of faith.

More From
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Saul said to David, “Go, and the Lord
be with you.” So Saul dressed David in
his own tunic. He put a coat of armor
on him, and a bronze helmet on his
head. David fastened his sword over
the tunic, and tried walking around,
because he wasn’t used to them. “I
can’t go in these,” he said to Saul. “I’m
not used to them.” So he took them off.
What do you take from this, as an
example of leadership? A leader is
realistic. He knows his limitations.
He engages in no pretense. A man of
ego would have worn the armor, and
would have died. Not David. He took
his staff in his hand, chose five smooth
stones from the stream and put them
in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag,
and with his slingshot in his hand
approached the Philistine.
Why five stones? If he had so much
faith, why not just one? Well, a
leader is prepared. He came to fight.
Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his
shield bearer in front of him, kept
coming closer to David. He looked
him over, and saw that he was just
a boy. He despised him. He said to
David, “What do you think I am? A
dog, that you come out to me with a
stick?” And he cursed David by his
gods. He said, “Come here, and I’ll
give your flesh to the birds of the air
and the beasts of the field.” David
replied, “You come against me with
a sword, a spear, and javelin. I come
against you in the name of the Lord
Almighty, the God of the armies

of Israel, whom you have defied.” killing. One of the characteristics of
He didn’t go out there on his own a leader, whose job is to defend us,
authority. He went out there on the is that he is not afraid to kill. He is
authority of God. So a leader carries not afraid to go into battle, or to take
authority.
casualties. He is able to do what he
A leader also assumes victory. David must, even when he would rather
went on to say, “This day, the Lord not. He is not squeamish. He knows
will hand you over to me, and I will when it is time to kill. In Ecclesiastes
strike you down and cut off your 3:1–3, Solomon wrote, “To every
head. Today, I will give the carcasses thing there is a season, and a time to
of the Philistine army to the birds of every purpose under the heaven: A
the air and the beasts of the earth, and time to be born, and a time to die; a
the whole world will know that there time to plant, and a time to pluck up
is a God in Israel. All those gathered that which is planted; a time to kill,
here will know that it is not by sword and a time to heal; a time to break
or spear that the Lord saves. But the down, and a time to build up.”
battle is the Lord’s and he will give We’ve learned a lot about leadership
all of you into our hands.” He was a from this one day of David’s life—
man who spoke with authority, who he was single-minded, audacious, a
assumed victory, who carried the man of faith, realistic, prepared, and
authority of God with him, who was authoritative. He assumed victory.
audacious and single-minded.
He acted quickly and decisively. He
As the Philistine moved closer to came to fight, not talk. He knew when
attack him, David ran quickly toward it was time to kill. Perhaps you can
the battle line to meet him. There was begin to understand why this man
no hesitation. He acted immediately. inspired enormous confidence in
Reaching into his bag and taking those who followed him. We are told
out a stone, he slung it and struck in 1 Samuel 18 that David behaved
the Philistine on the forehead. The himself wisely in all his ways, and
the Lord was with
stone sank into his
him—another
forehead, and he fell,
You
know,
after
characteristic of a
face down, on the
leader: He behaves
ground. He threw
all, David was a
himself and manages
that stone hard, and
man after God’s his behavior.
accurately. So David
triumphed over the own heart, and the A leader also values
Philistine with a sling
wisdom, and can
things we read
and a stone. Without
be intimidating to
even a sword in about here are also a fearful person.
his hand, he struck
This is the classic
down the Philistine the characteristics relationship between
and killed him. He
David and Saul: a
of our leader—
then ran over, stood
leader and a fearful
over him, took the
Jesus Christ—and person. In 1 Samuel
Philistine’s
sword,
18:25, Saul said to
his Father.
and he cut off his
David, “The king
head with the sword.
desires no dowry
When the Philistines saw that their for my daughter, but 100 foreskins
hero was dead, they turned and ran.
of the Philistines to be avenged
There’s something else very important of the king’s enemies.” He wanted
here: he was not afraid to draw blood. him to go out and bring back 100
He was not afraid to kill. He was not foreskins of the Philistines. Saul
afraid to intimidate. The act of cutting thought that David would fall by the
off the head and holding it up was an hands of the Philistines; but when
act of profound intimidation. There David heard what Saul wanted for his
....Continued on page 8
are people in this world who need
BornToWin.net
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On Leadership

Edited from an article by Ronald L. Dart

Ronald L. Dart wrote this article in 1987 in response to the spirit of the
country at that time. Interestingly enough, we found it resonated strongly with
the current zeitgeist. The society he describes in this article creates a vivid
portrayal of what we have taking place around us today—a rapacious society
that has turned its back on God and looks toward idolatry and sin. Sound
familiar? As you read through the short article, we implore you to think about
what is occurring in our country. The similarities are both astounding and
startling. The one thing Ron doesn’t provide in this piece is the remedy to what
ails us. We’re sure he felt it to be too self-evident, but nonetheless we should
be reminded (simple as it may be) to keep God at the root of our way of life, to
hold true to His biblical values and keep His appointments—whatever the cost.
We are entering one of the greatest
transition periods in the history
of man. There is major change
afoot, culturally, economically,
politically, and militarily. We, the
people, have been systematically
undermining those who lead us
and our Constitution. Why have we
chosen this time, of all times, to take
aim at our form of government and
national leadership?
There is a God who rules in the
kingdom of men, and He does step
in from time to time (Daniel 4:17).
There are laws that affect human
behavior, and sooner or later they
exact their toll.
This has happened before. There
was another time and another place
where a people faced this same
situation. They were fast approaching
the most critical time in their history,
and they found themselves bereft
of effective leadership. They had
been warned. God had sent them a
prophet to warn them that He would
take away their best people just when
they needed them most. The people
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were the people of Jerusalem and the
prophet was Isaiah.
“Behold,” warned Isaiah, “the Lord,
the Lord of hosts, doth take away
from Jerusalem and from Judah...
the mighty man, and the man of
war, the judge, and the prophet, and
the prudent, and the ancient, the
captain of fifty, and the honorable
man, and the counselor, and the
cunning artificer, and the eloquent
orator” (Isaiah 3:1–3). He goes on to
state that they would be governed by
children and that when they asked a
real man to govern, he would demur
saying, “I have no remedy...do not
make me the leader of the people”
(verse 7, NIV).
Why would God do this? What
sort of conditions prevailed in that
society that led to this sorry state of
affairs? Actually, they are fairly well
defined in the prophecy. They can be
listed as follows:
•It was a nation that had turned
its back on God (Isaiah 1:2–4) and
many of the people had turned to
Eastern, occult religion (Isaiah 2:6).

•They were experiencing unparalleled
prosperity (Isaiah 2:7), and had come to
idolize their wealth—the works of their
own hands (Isaiah 2:8).
•They had experienced a massive
buildup in military hardware (horses
and chariots, Isaiah 2:7), but they
were not winning wars (Isaiah 1:7).
•They had experienced a sexual
revolution
with
widespread
immorality and sodomy. There
was an active gay community that
flaunted its homosexuality (Isaiah
1:10, 21; Isaiah 3:9). Consequently,
disease and sickness became major
problems (Isaiah 1:6).
•They were religious in a formal
sense, but it had not changed their
lifestyle (Isaiah 1:11–17).

•They were a violent people (Isaiah
1:15, 21).
•What leadership there was had
become corrupt (Isaiah 1:23).
Sound familiar? It should. It could
easily be a description of the United
States of America today. And it is,
in reality, an end-time prophecy
(Isaiah 2:10–12).
In the final analysis, the leadership
of a nation is a reflection of its
people—“laden with iniquity, a
seed of evil doers, children that are
corrupters: they have forsaken the
Lord, they have provoked the Holy
One of Israel unto anger, they are
gone away backward” (Isaiah 1:4).
What do you see?

KNOWING THE WORD

Ron Dart asked, “How on earth are we going to come to know God
without the Bible?” It is in this spirit that CEM’s Scripture memory
program, Knowing the Word, was created to facilitate individual
and family Scripture memorization. Who knows when the prophecy
in Amos 8:11 will be fulfilled? A famine of hearing the words of the
Lord might be closer than we know, and God’s inspired words,
written on our hearts and minds, could fill that void. Knowing the
Word, Books 1 and 2, are now available.

BornToWin.net/Offers

.....“The Greatest Leader” continued

daughter, there was no moaning or
complaining. He and his men went
and slew of the Philistines 200 men,
and brought their foreskins to the
king, that he might be the king’s sonin-law. So the king gave him Michal,
his daughter, to wed. A leader is also
a fighter.
In Hebrew, David’s name means,
“loving”. There are examples of how
he lived up to that name. For example,
see 1 Samuel 18 about his friendship
with Jonathan: “Then Jonathan and
David made a covenant, because he

loved him as his own soul.” Some
people inspire great love. I think the
reason is because they are capable of
great love.
One of the great examples of this is
found in 2 Samuel 23:14. David was
in a hold, and the garrison of the
Philistines was then in Bethlehem.
They were camped outside. You know
how it is when men sit around by a
campfire talking. David longed, and
said, “Oh, I wish someone would give
me a drink of the water of the well of
Bethlehem by the gate.” Three of his

AroundThe World
2020

YEA

In 1996, when Christian Educational Ministries took on helping to
educate and instruct the Church’s children, there wasn’t a well-thought-out
curriculum for the Church of God. So, we set out to create a program that
would introduce these children to Jesus Christ, and we called this program
the Youth Educational Adventures (YEA).
For many years, this curriculum has benefited numerous families, but
currently the YEA lessons are in need of an update. The pictures and stories
are outdated and the lessons exist in print form only. In an effort to preserve
the timeless content contained inside these lessons and offer them to people
around the world, we have begun to revamp and upload these lessons.
We would like revise YEA in two phases:
◆ Phase one: upload all lessons and handbooks to our website.
◆ Phase two: update pictures and stories in all lessons.
To upload these lessons, we must convert the lessons into a PDF file. To
date, CEM has uploaded one of the four series in the YEA program to the
website: The Life of Christ. These lessons are free to download for any age
group. The online versions of the lessons allow for the user to print out
their own free copy (in single page 8 1/2ʺ x 11ʺ or booklet 11ʺ x 17ʺ form)
of the Teacher’s Guide and the Student Book. Additionally, a resource page
accompanying each lesson would afford us the ability to link songs via
YouTube, provide print-ready patterns for lessons that have them, and even
provide an instructional video with someone leading the children through
the lesson (in the case that a teacher isn’t available).
As to the revamping of the lessons, we need to update pictures and replace
anecdotal stories that are outdated. We would like to present the content
à la other contemporary Christian organizations. It’s my opinion that this
process would be best completed through a focus group with teachers,

big guys, his mighty men, broke
through the host of the Philistines,
drew water out of the well of
Bethlehem that was by the gate,
and brought it to David. What kind
of men are these? The guy says, “I’d
like to have a drink of water from
that well”, and they go and get it for
him!
David wouldn’t drink it. He poured
it out on the ground before the lord.
He said, “Be it far from me, Oh
Lord, that I should do this. This is
the blood of the men that went in

jeopardy of their lives.” Therefore he
would not drink it. David cared deeply
about his men. He felt a terrible sense
of responsibility for them. In fact, he
loved them. A leader is a loving man
who cares deeply about the people he
leads. And so we have a list of some
of the characteristics of leadership
that David exhibited. You know, after
all, David was a man after God’s own
heart, and the things we read about
here are also the characteristics of our
leader—Jesus Christ— and his Father.
Think about that.

students (older), and technicians. We will create a Facebook group that will
focus only on the YEA lessons being updated and help us to collaborate
while staying organized. For this process to take place, we must first upload
all the lessons.
We should be complete with uploading all 800+ lessons by the end of the
year. Once uploaded, we will begin revamping the program and require
volunteers.
If you have a teaching background, are a parent or someone that has a
specific skill set that could be helpful—please reach out to us. We welcome
all who are interested. Once completed, this curriculum will be given away
for free via download on our website.
We encourage any who desire to use these lessons to please contact us for
assistance.

YEA@BornToWin.net or 1-888-BIBLE-44
www.BornToWin.net/YEA

Comments
From Our
Listeners
Allen S.
I know that Ron used
to be a Baptist and I appreciate
that he doesn’t hide that. He
is a smart scholarly type who
had a great speaking voice.
He helped me to understand
how important it is to read
and study my Bible. He has
also revealed so many things
that I didn’t understand in
the Bible.
Ralph K.
What a great speaker.
Right up there with J. Vernon
and McGee Nick Vujicic!

Art B.
I publicly praise you,
Father, Lord of heaven and
earth, because you have
carefully hidden these things
from wise and intellectual
ones and have revealed them
to young children. Yes, O
Father, because this is the way
you approved. Luke 10:21 and
Matthew 11:25-28

Have something to say?
Let us know and we will
share it here!

CEM Mission Statement

•First, to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the world. (Matthew 28).
•Second, to teach the disciples of Jesus Christ so that they may be
“proficient and equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:17).
•Third, to teach and train this generation and the next with studies and
programs focused on youth, through the Darts’ special passion, Youth
Educational Adventures (YEA). (Deuteronomy 11:19, Proverbs 22:6).
•Fourth, to bring God’s people closer together, through cooperative
efforts wherever they may be. (2 Corinthians 5:18).
To this end, we teach the Bible and its Truth, with a goal of helping people make
their own lives work while they are a positive influence and blessing to those
around them. Follow Mr. Dart and CEM @ www.borntowin.net, Facebook,
YouTube, and other media.

Connect with Ronald L. Dart Ministries
P.O. Box 560 Whitehouse, TX 75791
(903) 839-9300

Info@BornToWin.net

1-888-BIBLE-44

BornToWin.net/Shop
BornToWin.net/Facebook

(903) 839-9311

BornToWin.net/Donate
/Twitter

/YouTube

/Pinterest

BornToWin.net/App Download Now!

About Us
Christian Educational Ministries
(CEM) was founded in November
1995 by Ron and Allie Dart as an
independent, non-denominational
ministry to serve the public and
individual Christians of every kind.
Mr. Dart, an ordained minister
and evangelist, has served God
through hundreds of sermons, radio
broadcasts, Bible Studies, and books.
His clear, conversational style brings
clarity and simplicity to difficult
Biblical topics.
Ronald Dart’s radio ministry, Born to
Win, is broadcast around the world
and on the Born to Win website.
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Reading, Writing, and Responding
Congratulations on your persistence and success! You have written the
books of James, Deuteronomy, 1 & 2 Peter, and Jude. Please continue to
read and write the daily assignments, and then respond to those verses
with prayer, meditation, contemplation, and application in your own life.
Pray for God’s help in writing His Word on your heart and mind and
applying it in your life.
Nov 1		
Nov 2		
Nov 3		
Nov 4		
Nov 5		
Nov 6		
Nov 7		
Nov 8		
Nov 9		
Nov 10
Nov 11
Nov 12
Nov 13
Nov 14
Nov 15

1 John 1:1—4
1 John 1:5—10
1 John 2:1—4
1 John 2:5—8
1 John 2:9—11
1 John 2:12—14
1 John 2:15—19
1 John 2:20—25
1 John 2:26—29
1 John 3:1—6
1 John 3:7—10
1 John 3:11—15
1 John 3:16—19
1 John 3:20—24
1 John 4:1—3

Nov 16
Nov 17
Nov 18
Nov 19
Nov 20
Nov 21
Nov 22
Nov 23
Nov 24
Nov 25
Nov 26
Nov 27
Nov 28
Nov 29
Nov 30

1 John 4:4—6
1 John 4:7—12
1 John 4:13—16
1 John 4:17—21
1 John 5:1—6
1 John 5:7—12
1 John 5:13—17
1 John 5:18—21
2 John 1:1—4
2 John 1:5—7
2 John 1:8—10
2 John 1:11—13
3 John 1:1—6
3 John 1:7—10
3 John 1:11—14
BornToWin.net
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For help finding a
radio station near you
Call

1-888-BIBLE-44
Listen online @

www.BornToWin.net

Christian Educational Ministries
P.O. Box 560
Whitehouse, TX 75791

Radio
Broadcast

November Schedule
1st..............................................Halloween

16th.......The Ten Commandments #9

2nd.........The Ten Commandments #1

17th.....The Ten Commandments #10

3rd.........The Ten Commandments #2

18th.....The Ten Commandments #11

4th.........The Ten Commandments #3

19th.....The Ten Commandments #12

5th.........The Ten Commandments #4

20th-22nd.....What do You Want to Believe?

6th-8th............Christians and the State

23rd.....The Ten Commandments #13

9th.........The Ten Commandments #5

24th.....The Ten Commandments #14

10th.......The Ten Commandments #6

25th.....The Ten Commandments #15

11th.......The Ten Commandments #7

26th.................A Day of Thanksgiving

12th.......The Ten Commandments #8

27th-29th.....................A God Forgotten

13th-15th...........................Love and Law

30th........Intro. to the New Testament
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The Greatest Leader

04TGLC

FREE

Leadership & Politics

BTWLPC

$10.95

Knowing the Word Book 2

Free
Shipping $_________

Price Qty Amount

Total Amount Enclosed
d $$_________
Subtotal

Texas Residents
add 8.25%
*Payments
MUST $_________
be in U.S. dollars
Canada and Mexico Residents add 15% $_________
All Other Non-U.S. Countries add 25% $_________
FREE
Shipping $_________

Thank You very much for your financial support $

Total Amount Enclosed $____________

This offer expires November 30, 2020

ID #:____________________________________________
Name:__________________________________________

*Payments MUST be in U.S. dollars

☐Visa

☐Mastercard

☐Discover

☐AMEX

Card Number:_____________________________________

Address:_________________________________________ Expiration Date:__________/__________ CID #:__________
City/State/Zip:____________________________________ Signature:_________________________________________
IDPhone
#:____________________________________________
☐Visa ☐Mastercard ☐Discover ☐AMEX
#:_______________ email:_____________________
Name:__________________________________________
Card Number:_____________________________________
☐Check here if this is a new address
Address:_________________________________________ Expiration Date:__________/__________ CID #:__________
Credit Card Orders, call 1.888.BIBLE.44
City/State/Zip:____________________________________
during business hours, 8:30 AM to 5 PM CT, Signature:_________________________________________
return this form.
Phone #:_______________oremail:__________________

For Help Placing Your Order
Call 1.888.BIBLE.44

☐Check here if this is a new address

Credit Card Orders, call 1.888.BIBLE.44
during business hours, 8:30 AM to 5 PM CT,
or return this form:

For Help Placing Your Order
Call 1.888.BIBLE.44

