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To Vote or
Not to Vote?
By Richard Glasgow

Should Christians vote? Rich Glasgow, a long-time student and friend of Ron Dart,
shares a thought-provoking article addressing how Christians can serve God through
participating in the political process. Rich has a long history of collaborating with CEM
on projects including Bible studies on Daniel, Esther, Nehemiah, Ezra, and more.
Broadly speaking, within the Christian
community there are two divergent
ways of looking at the political process
and our civic opportunities. There are
those who exercise their civic right to
participate in the political process and
there are those who think it’s wrong to
do so. Why?
Let’s start with the definition of politics—
“the science or art of administration
of government.” It simply describes
how a nation’s governance comes
about. However, we’ve come to identify
“politics” with the unseemly and
contemptible conduct of our elected
officials and their cronies with whom
they conspire for more money and
power. It’s no wonder many Christians
want nothing to do with the corrupt
“ruling class.”
One of the reasons many Christians
won’t participate in local or national
politics is because of the following
statement made by Satan: “Again, the
Devil took Him up into a very high
mountain and showed Him all the
kingdoms of the world and their glory.
And he said to Him, ‘All these things I
will give You if You will fall down and
worship me.’ Then Jesus said to him,
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‘Go, Satan! For it is written, “You shall
worship the Lord your God, and Him
only you shall serve”’” (Matt 4:8–10).
The reasoning is that Satan must
have had the right and ability to give
those kingdoms away because he has
dominion over them; and because of
that, we shouldn’t participate in his
methods of governance. But keep in
mind Satan is the father of all lies. “He
[the Devil] was a murderer from the
beginning, and did not abide in the truth
because there is no truth in him. When
he speaks a lie, he speaks of his own, for
he is a liar and the father of it” (John
8:44b). Satan is the god of this world as
we are told in II Corinthians 4:4: “. . . the
god of this world has blinded the minds
of the unbelieving ones, so that the light
of the glorious gospel of Christ (who is
the image of God) should not dawn on
them.” And Jesus calls Satan the “prince
of this world” in John 12:31: “Now shall
the prince of this world be cast out.”
But whether or not Satan had the ability
to grant rulership of the kingdoms of this
world is a moot point, because ultimately
God reigns supreme in the heavens and
earth and it is He who allows kings to
reign and rulers to rule. “This matter is

by the decree of the watchers, and the
demand by the word of the holy ones, so
that the living may know that the Most
High rules in the kingdom of men, and
gives it to whomever He will, and sets up
over it the lowest of men” (Daniel 4:17).
See also Romans 13:1.
A prime example of God’s hand in
selecting human leaders is the story of
Saul in I Samuel 8–9. Israel wanted a
king—which was not what God wanted;
but He acquiesced and chose Saul—
God was willing to listen to the people
and yield to their will. If He did that
for malcontents who rejected Him as
King, how much more might He be
willing to do that for those who seek
to do His will? Wouldn’t He be more
prone to answer those who petition
Him for guidance in using one of the
very benefits He’s allowed them—the
opportunity to choose their leaders?
The man God chose ultimately turned
out to be a dreadful king—not because
God made a poor choice, but because
Saul made poor choices. It is flawed
reasoning to suggest we shouldn’t vote
on our laws or for our leaders for fear
they might ultimately turn out poorly;
that’s always a possibility because people
are imperfect.
There are two other scriptures used by
those who argue against participation
in politics. One is John 18:36: “My
kingdom is not of this world. If My
kingdom were of this world, then My
servants would fight so that I might not
be delivered to the Jews. But now My
kingdom is not from here.” Here, Jesus
is responding to Pilate that He was, in
fact, a king, but that His kingdom was a
heavenly kingdom yet to come. It wasn’t
His time to establish His kingdom on
earth and, for that reason, His servants
weren’t authorized to fight to prevent
His arrest.

Another important scripture used on
this subject is Philippians 3:20–21:
“For our citizenship is in Heaven, from
which also we are looking for the Savior,
the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall change
our body of humiliation so that it may
be fashioned like His glorious body,
according to the working of His power,
even to subdue all things to Himself.”
This is probably the primary scripture
people use to preclude themselves
from participation in local, state, or
national politics. The King James
Version uses the word “conversation”
rather than citizenship. A look at
Strong’s Concordance clearly allows for
the word “citizenship” to be used, but
parenthetically it notes that the meaning
is “figurative.” It’s right and proper to
claim “citizenship” in the Kingdom of
Heaven, but we’re not there yet. It’s a
kingdom yet to come; and at that time,
we will be living there, in the Kingdom
of God—literally, not figuratively. It
would be more accurate to say we have
dual citizenship.
Here’s the dictionary.com definition of
citizenship: “the state of being vested
with the rights, privileges, and duties of
a citizen.” Clearly, we are also citizens
of whatever country in which we were
born. In my case, I’m an American, a
citizen of the United States, and am able
to exercise all of my rights as a citizen if
I choose to do so.
Looking back through the Bible, we
can read about how the patriarchs let
their light shine among the rulers and
kings of their time and, for the most
part, were influential. Some even played
important roles in governments. Joseph
and Daniel became top officials because
of their wisdom, intellect, and ability
to lead—all while serving God. The
prophets were integrally involved in
appealing to the leadership. They let the
BornToWin.net
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chips fall where they may and did what
God expected of them by pointing out
the sins and transgressions of the rulers
and the people. The ancients lived under
monarchs and dictatorships, but still
did what they could to influence change
when change was needed.
The historical accounts of Joseph,
Ezekiel, Daniel, Ezra, Nehemiah, Esther,
Mordecai, and others testify to the fact
that God doesn’t expect His people to
divorce themselves from those in power
and the politics of the time. God’s people
were able, with His help, to transform
godless cultures for the betterment of
the citizenry and for God’s glory. Even
the calloused and cruel Roman Empire
became a better place due to the positive
influence of Christians:
“Historian Alvin Schmidt points out
how the spread of Christianity and
Christian influence on government
was primarily responsible for outlawing
infanticide, child abandonment, and
abortion in the Roman Empire (in
AD 374); outlawing the brutal battlesto-the-death in which thousands of
gladiators had died (in 404); . . . granting
of property rights and other protections
to women; banning polygamy (which is
still practiced in some Muslim nations
today); prohibiting the burning alive of
widows in India (in 1829); outlawing

More From
Ron Dart
The following titles are available to
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Politics and Power
How Should Christians Vote?
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the painful and crippling practice of
binding young women’s feet in China
(in 1912). . . .” *
It was the influence of William
Wilberforce, a devoted Christian, that
helped bring about the end of slavery
in England in 1840; and the anti-slavery
movement spread to America, thanks
largely to Christians. Yes, there were
Southern Christians who opposed the
abolitionists, and one of America’s worst
wars resulted. Still, the anti-slavery
movement prevailed.
We can see the positive influence
Judeo-Christianity has had throughout
the ages, even though almost all of
the world’s governments have been
antithetical to God’s Way. The United
States of America, on the other hand,
was set up not as a secular monarchy
or dictatorship, but rather as a
constitutional republic by godly men
with godly aspirations for our country.
Like no other government ever formed
by men, our founding fathers, inspired
by God, brilliantly put together a
government of the people, by the people,
and for the people. It was specifically
designed for the people to be involved
in making laws and governing. It is a
blessing that God gave this country a
government which actually gives its
citizens the privilege of being involved
in their own governance as one of their
many benefits.
Furthermore, our founders had God in
mind that we should be ever mindful
of Him and the Natural Law (which is
defined as “a principle or body of laws
considered as derived from nature,
right reason, or religion and as ethically
binding in human society”). They
collectively knew our constitution was
made for a “moral and religious people.”
In order for the republic to succeed
and endure, we would need to govern
ourselves by adhering to the laws of
God and nature. That being the case, it
would have been essential for moral and
religious people to participate in the lawmaking and law-upholding processes,
which would have necessitated the
involvement of Christians—if they
wanted the country to flourish with
God’s blessings. Looking back, at what
point would the modern-day apolitical

churches have made their decision to our culture has deteriorated so rapidly
no longer participate in the political since the 1960s? Was the silent majority
process? Wouldn’t they have wanted silent for too long? Did we think we
a voice in the arena of lawmaking all were powerless to change society, or did
along, and wanted to assure that the best we think the breakdown of society was
candidates were elected?
God’s will? Did we think prophecy was
in stone and we shouldn’t try to
What kind of world would it be if all written
“thwart”
God’s plan to execute judgment
of God’s people throughout the ages on our country?
would have kept silent and not sought
to influence society by being the salt Shouldn’t Christians be standing in the
of the earth and the
gap? Or does God want
shining city on the
us to remain silent in
It’s horrifying to
hill as instructed by
the war between good
God? Would we just
and evil? “Who will
consider that we
sit back and try to
rise up for me against
Christians may
be good examples by
the evildoers? Who will
going to church and
actually bear some stand up for me against
preaching the gospel
the workers of iniquity”
responsibility for
while refusing to
(Psalm 94:16)?
incorporate Christian
what’s happening
It’s easy to reason that
values
into
our
there just isn’t anybody
in
this
country
by
community, state, and
voting for and, in
federal governments? virtue of not getting worth
reality,
that may be the
Wouldn’t that be like
case.
After
all, isn’t the
involved!
giving our adversaries
lesser
of
two
evils still
permission to do
evil?
Of
course
that’s
true,
because
live
whatever they wish when it comes to in an imperfect world. But often we
there’s
government on every level?
a clear-cut difference in who would be
Any number of scenarios could be better in an elected office. We should
imagined that would cause us to try find out where candidates stand on
to change or improve our schools and issues of morality and careless spending,
communities. We would be irresponsible for example. Are they pro-life? Are
parents and citizens if we didn’t try to do they for same-sex marriage? Will they
what’s best for our neighborhood and uphold the constitution? Do they stand
community. After all, we’re supposed for things you believe in? Better yet, do
to be good neighbors. Is that only on they stand more in line with God’s way
a local scale? What about nationally? of life than their opponent? These are
Doesn’t the same principle apply on a issues that affect our everyday lives. We
larger level? And wouldn’t we want to should do a little homework and vote for
have good judges appointed in local, the best possible candidates. Christians
state, and federal courts? It’s our elected who are aware of the dangerous times
officials who appoint judges for the most in which we live know the importance
part, although some are elected. Either of self-examination. It’s horrifying to
way, we can make a difference in the consider that we Christians may actually
judiciary by voting.
bear some responsibility for what’s
Years ago I remember my friend and happening in this country by virtue of
mentor, Ron Dart, saying that if every not getting involved! We seriously need
Christian in every county in every state to consider whether we’ve done what
voted for pro-life candidates, Roe v. God expects of us when it comes to our
Wade may never have happened. Had civic responsibilities and duty to our
that been the case, 62,000,000 abortions fellow citizens. May God help us to see
would not have taken place since 1973! what we can do to be a brighter, more
helpful, and influential light to society.
That being said, one has to wonder: how
much culpability do Christians have *(“Why Christians Should Seek to
when we examine how every aspect of Influence Government for Good,” Wayne
Grudem)
BornToWin.net
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A 2004 Letter by Ronald L. Dart

Do you consider yourself a citizen of
the United States of America? I will
tell you why I ask. Since my recent
programs on the theme of freedom,
I have had some complaints from
listeners and readers about what they
call, “dabbling in politics.” One was
a postcard covered with invective
and a condemnation for what he
perceived as my support of “Bush’s
War.”
I must say that I am appalled by
the lack of understanding of simple
civics by so many people in this
country who ought to know better.
No, I don’t mean the person who
wrote me the postcard. He was
merely parroting what he had heard
from some political hack.
Consider this: The President of
the United States does not have
the authority to wage war. The
constitution limits the authority to
declare or authorize war to Congress.
Last year, “The people of the United
States in Congress assembled,”
authorized the use of force in Iraq.
Therefore, as a citizen of this country,
you are responsible for this war even
if you did not vote. In fact, if you
did not vote, you may be even more
6)
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responsible than the people who did.
We are getting into the habit of
thinking of the government of the
United States as though it were
someone beside us. It is not. We are
a government of the people, by the
people and for the people. Therefore,
it is not Bush’s war, it is our war.
So if you would like to chew out
someone in government, stand in
front of a mirror and preach away—
at yourself. As the famous Possum
once said, “We have met the enemy
and he is us.”
So if you hear some talking head on
TV pontificating about “Bush’s War,”
you will know that he is either a
demagogue or an idiot. It is possible
of course to be both.
Now when I consider the broader
complaint, that I might be meddling
in politics, I have this to say. I am
not a prophet. But I can read the
prophets, and I have a radio program
that is widely listened to these days.
And whether I like it or not, I feel an
obligation to address the subjects a
prophet would address.
Now, does a prophet have any
business preaching about politics?
Well, anyone who reads the prophets
will know immediately that politics

recognize that he could not distance
himself from the corruption of
the government of his people. The
reason? Because the people went into
captivity along with the government.
This is not what should have been
expected if the people were innocent.
In his prayer, Daniel said this: “O
Lord, to us belongeth confusion of

was very high on their agenda. It was
their duty to speak truth to Power.
They told the truth to kings, princes,
elders, judges, priests and prophets.
In other words, they criticized
government and the people engaged
in government. You can argue that
they didn‘t take sides in the sense
that they belonged to no political
party. But it is impossible to argue
that they did not take sides on issues
before the public. They took God‘s
side on every issue.
Now I have no interest in engaging in
politics. But commentary on politics
seems to me to be fully justified.
I discussed this at length and in
detail in a recent sermon [Prophets
and Politics, this month’s free offer].
I developed the themes of Elijah,
Isaiah and Jeremiah as they spoke
truth to kings, often face to face. But
the prophet who strikes this issue
most powerfully is Daniel.
Daniel’s prayer to God from captivity
addresses the most fundamental
principle of politics and the
responsibility of the people. He
is listed as one of the three most
righteous men in the Bible, but
when he considered where he was
and what he was doing, he had to

face, to our kings, to our princes,
and to our fathers, because we have
sinned against thee” (Daniel 9:8). It
should be clear enough that this is a
political statement. Why? Because it
has to do with the government.
Daniel made no attempt to evade
responsibility. How could I do less
than follow his example? I feel I must
accept my responsibility for what
is happening in this country. With
God as my help and guide, I intend
to use the Born to Win program to
speak truth to power. I will vote in
every election. I am 70 years old and
so am now exempt from jury duty.
But if I am called, I will go and serve.
I will condemn the guilty and free
the innocent.
I don’t know how much of a
difference I can make in the big
picture. But whatever difference I
can make, with God as my help, I
will make. I hope you will do the
same.
With hope and fervor to make a
difference,

BornToWin.net
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AroundThe World 2020
Kenya
		By Dianne Webb — Due to the COVID crisis, authorities came to

the Faithful Children’s Centre (FCC) and ordered as many orphans as possible to be
taken to the home of a relative. Then they returned and ordered our nursing student,
Sharon, and our part-time social worker, Mary, to leave. They were given less than an
hour to gather their belongings and go.
Sharon had to go into the hills to the home of an aunt who does not want her and is
hostile to her being there. She has no choice but to remain there until the COVID
lockdown is over. Mary returned to the home of her aging parents.
An anonymous donor provided laptops for both young women so they could continue
with their class work online while at FCC. This was working well until they were evicted
from the FCC—there is no electricity where they went and they could not keep their
laptops charged or connect to the internet. Sponsors stepped up and donated the funds
to purchase solar power packs and inverters along with a month’s supply of internet
bundles so these young women can continue with their studies.
If you want more information or would like to help go to:
www.tabithaoutreachfoundation.org.

Brethren Taking Care of Brethren
Africa
		

By Daniel Russo — The Church of God Network administers
the CGN Educational and Business Development Grant Program. The purpose
is to help Church of God brethren in developing countries start successful,
profitable, and sustainable businesses, or obtain training or education for jobs
that will provide a reliable source of income. This is done through microgrants
that help pay for the training, education, or the start-up costs associated with
a new business (inventory, equipment, fees, etc.). In a little less than a year, four
grantees from a variety of different Church of God organizations have received grants.
The Church of God Network’s belief is that helping brethren build capacity is
more impactful than providing temporary assistance. The nonprofit world is
slowly realizing that we too often treat those living in poverty as objects of our
charity and pity rather than people who are potential heroes of their own stories.
At the Church of God Network, we see grantees as partners and work with them
to help make their dreams and goals a reality!
If you or someone you know would like to apply for
a Church of God Network grant, please visit:
churchofgodnetwork.org/grant-program

BornToWin.net
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Comments From
Our Listeners

Richard and Shirley J.
Yankeetown, Florida

Now as an adult I hope to do
all I can to continue spreading
God’s truths. We pray that
God will continue to bless our
country and your ministry.

Thank you for the work you
are doing via the Christian
Educational Ministries in
presenting Mr. Dart’s sermons/
radio messages to so many
people.

William J.
Crawfordville, FL
I must start off thanking
you for my subscription to
the Born to Win magazine.
One thing it often does is to
inspire me into digging into
the Word, usually to greater
depths than most people do.
Thank you.

Taylor H.
Chapmanville, WV
As a Child growing up in
an independent Sabbathkeeping church, I have many
fond memories of listening
to the teachings of Ron Dart.

CEM Mission Statement

•First, to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the world. (Matthew 28).
•Second, to teach the disciples of Jesus Christ so that they may be
“proficient and equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:17).
•Third, to teach and train this generation and the next with studies and
programs focused on youth, through the Darts’ special passion, Youth
Educational Adventures (YEA). (Deuteronomy 11:19, Proverbs 22:6).
•Fourth, to bring God’s people closer together, through cooperative
efforts wherever they may be. (2 Corinthians 5:18).
To this end, we teach the Bible and its Truth, with a goal of helping people make
their own lives work while they are a positive influence and blessing to those
around them. Follow Mr. Dart and CEM @ www.borntowin.net, Facebook,
YouTube, and other media.

Connect with Ronald L. Dart Ministries
P.O. Box 560 Whitehouse, TX 75791
(903) 839-9300

Info@BornToWin.net

1-888-BIBLE-44

BornToWin.net/Shop
BornToWin.net/Facebook

(903) 839-9311

BornToWin.net/Donate
/Twitter

/YouTube

/Pinterest

BornToWin.net/App Download Now!

About Us
Anonymous Trucker
United States
Today I was driving along while
listening to Mr. Dart, and I
wanted to pass along how much
your program means to me. It
was just what I needed to hear
and it really tore at my heart. It
really made me think about my
life and how much I need God.
It brought tears to my eyes.
We love to hear from our
listeners! Please share your
comments and your concerns
with us and we might just
publish it here.

Christian Educational Ministries
(CEM) was founded in November
1995 by the late Ron and Allie
Dart as an independent, nondenominational ministry to
serve the public and individual
Christians of every kind. Mr.
Dart was an ordained minister
and evangelist, and served
God through hundreds of
sermons, radio broadcasts, Bible
Studies, and books. His clear,
conversational style brings clarity
and simplicity to difficult Biblical
topics.
Ronald Dart’s radio ministry, Born
to Win, is broadcast around the
world and on the Born to Win
website.
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The 2020 Plan

Reading, Writing, and Responding
Congratulations! In August you will complete the writing of the book of
Deuteronomy. What an accomplishment! In September we will begin the
writing of the remaining General Epistles. Please continue to pray for God’s
help in writing His Word on your heart and mind and applying it in your life.
Aug 1		
Aug 2		
Aug 3		
Aug 4		
Aug 5		
Aug 6		
Aug 7		
Aug 8		
Aug 9		
Aug 10
Aug 11
Aug 12
Aug 13
Aug 14
Aug 15
Aug 16

Deut 30:17–20
Deut 31:1–4
Deut 31:5–8
Deut 31:9–13
Deut 31:14–18
Deut 31:19–22
Deut 31:23–27
Deut 31:28–30
Deut 32:1–4
Deut 32:5–8
Deut 32:9–12
Deut 32:13–15
Deut 32:16–20
Deut 32:21–24
Deut 32:2–28
Deut 32:29–33

Aug 17
Aug 18
Aug 19
Aug 20
Aug 21
Aug 22
Aug 23
Aug 24
Aug 25
Aug 26
Aug 27
Aug 28
Aug 29
Aug 30
Aug 31

Deut 32:34–38
Deut 32:39–42
Deut 32:43–47
Deut 32:48–52
Deut 33:1–4
Deut 33:5–7
Deut 33:8–11
Deut 33:12–15
Deut 33:16–19
Deut 33:20–23
Deut 33:24–27
Deut 33:28–29
Deut 34:1–4
Deut 34:5–8
Deut 34:9–12
BornToWin.net
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For help finding a
radio station near you
Call

1-888-BIBLE-44
Listen online @

www.BornToWin.net

Christian Educational Ministries
P.O. Box 560
Whitehouse, TX 75791

Radio
Broadcast

August Schedule
1st-2nd............American Prophets

17th...................Gospel of John #9

3rd.................... Gospel of John #1

18th.................Gospel of John #10

4th.....................Gospel of John #2

19th.................Gospel of John #11

5th.....................Gospel of John #3

20th.................Gospel of John #12

6th.................... Gospel of John #4

21st-23rd...................In His Name

7th-9th................Thy Will Be Done

24th.............Interpreting the Bible

10th...................Gospel of John #5

25th.......Who’s Who in Prophecy #1

11th...................Gospel of John #6

26th.......Who’s Who in Prophecy #2

12th...................Gospel of John #7

27th...............Beyond Redemption

13th...................Gospel of John #8

28th-30th.....Prophets Old and New

14th-16th.................Faith in a Box

31st......When Church Let’s You Down

Contact us for FREE copies of these messages.

Where did you hear about BornToWin?
Place Place
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copy
of “Prophets and Politics”
CTCS
FREE
Can the Church Save
Booklet your
$
Canada and Mexico Residents add 15% $_________
“The Book
CD Series
SSPSCD $12.95
Salvation: The Starting Point SeriesOrder
$ of Daniel”
All Other Non-U.S. Countries add 25% $_________

“The Book of Daniel” CD Series

DANSCD

$9.95

$

Thank You very much for your financial support $

Total Amount Enclosed $

This offer expires August 31, 2020

ID #:____________________________________________
Name:__________________________________________

*Payments MUST be in U.S. dollars

☐Visa

☐Mastercard

☐Discover

☐AMEX

Card Number:_____________________________________

Address:_________________________________________ Expiration Date:__________/__________ CID #:__________
City/State/Zip:____________________________________ Signature:_________________________________________
IDPhone
#:____________________________________________
☐Visa ☐Mastercard ☐Discover ☐AMEX
#:_______________ email:_____________________
Name:__________________________________________
Card Number:_____________________________________
☐Check here if this is a new address
Address:_________________________________________ Expiration Date:__________/__________ CID #:__________
Credit Card Orders, call 1.888.BIBLE.44
City/State/Zip:____________________________________
Signature:_________________________________________
during business hours, 8:30 AM to 5 PM CT,
or return
this form.
Phone #:_______________
email:__________________
☐Check here if this is a new address

For Help Placing Your Order
Call 1.888.BIBLE.44

Credit Card Orders, call 1.888.BIBLE.44
during business hours, 8:30 AM to 5 PM CT,
or return this form:

For Help Placing Your Order
Call 1.888.BIBLE.44

