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“Keep me as the apple of your eye; hide me in 
the shadow of your wings”               Psalm 17:8
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Joseph– Genesis 39:11-23
David– 1 Samuel 16:10-13
              1 Samuel 17:34-42
Little Maid– 2 Kings 5:1-3
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, 
and Azariah– Daniel 1:1-21
Mary– Luke 1:27-56
Young Man Who Gave Up His 
Food– John 6:10-13

Youth in the Bible
Additional Study

I have often thought about youth in 
ministry. When God first spoke to 
Samuel he was just a child. Most of 
the prophets were very young when 
God first spoke to them. Jeremiah 
is a fascinating case in point. “Then 
the word of the LORD came unto 
me, saying, Before I formed thee in 
the belly I knew thee; and before 
thou camest forth out of the womb I 
sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a 
prophet unto the nations. Then said 
I, Ah, Lord GOD! behold, I cannot 
speak: for I am a child. But the LORD 
said unto me, Say not, I am a child: for 
thou shalt go to all that I shall send 
thee, and whatsoever I command 
thee thou shalt speak. Be not afraid 
of their faces: for I am with thee to 
deliver thee, saith the LORD. Then 
the LORD put forth his hand, and 
touched my mouth. And the LORD 
said unto me, Behold, I have put my 
words in thy mouth”(Jeremiah 1:4-
9). The Hebrew word for child here 

is the word that deals with the time 
from infancy to adolescence and so 
you have to consider that at the most 
Jeremiah when he used the word was 
a teenager. 
Apostle Paul wrote this to Timothy, 
“Let no man despise thy youth; but 
be thou an example of the believers, 
in word, in conversation, in charity, 
in spirit, in faith, in purity”(1 
Timothy 4:12). I have no idea how 
old Timothy was when Paul wrote 
this to him. However, he was young 
enough for some people to think he 
was too young. Consequently Paul 
says don’t let anybody look down on 
you because you are young. For this 
to be true I would expect Timothy to 
be in his 20s for people to respond 
to him this way. And here is Paul 
writing to a young man about setting 
an example for everyone including 
his elders—set an example in word 
and in deed for the people that you 
are serving—in charity, in spirit, in 
faith, and in purity. What a thing to 
say!
Jesus was thirty when he began 
his ministry. His disciples were 
younger than that. Jesus called 
them teknon. In the Greek this 
word is the diminutive for child 
and consequently the King James 
translators keep translating it little 
children. You can see why I say that 
they were younger than Jesus was 
and perhaps considerably younger 
than He was.
I want you to think about that as we 
go back again and re-read what Paul 
told Timothy, “Let no man despise thy 
youth; but be thou an example of the 

Here I Am, Lord
Edited from a Ronald L. Dart sermon given in 2004
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believers, in word, in conversation, 
in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity. 
Till I come, give attendance to 
reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 
Neglect not the gift that is in thee, 
which was given thee by prophecy, 
with the laying on of the hands of 
the presbytery. Meditate upon these 
things; give thyself wholly to them; 
that thy profiting may appear to all. 
Take heed unto thyself, and unto 
the doctrine; continue in them: for 
in doing this thou shalt both save 
thyself, and them that hear thee”(1 
Timothy 4:12-16). Here was this 
energetic young man who was going 
to be instrumental in saving only 
God knows how many people and 
all this was said to a young man so 
young that many people might have 
been tempted to look down on him 
and show him a lack of respect in 
spite of the fact that God had called 
him, chosen him, gifted him and 
sent him out to set an example for 
us to follow. It’s easy for a person my 
age to forget this. 

I turned 70 last week. I look back at 
people who are 40 and 50 as being 
awfully young and inexperienced. 
So you can imagine how I might 
tend to feel about people who are 
younger than that. But I have to 
remember I was first ordained when 
I was 27 years old. I have an idea 
that’s not very far off from where 
Jesus’ disciples were when they got 
really rolling in their ministry. Was I 
too young? There were times when I 
thought so but now I’m not so sure. 
I will tell you though that I really, 
really needed the balance of older 
men to help me and to guide me. But 
I will also tell you I believe the Spirit 
of God was with me and I believe 
that some of the sermons I gave in 
those younger years of mine were 
strictly biblical and they oftentimes 
changed people’s lives. 
I believe that God first called me 
into the teaching ministry when I 
was a teenager. I believe that calling 
has been confirmed by the fruits of 
many years of teaching. When I was 
a teen I was a part of a church of a 
very different tradition from this one 
and yet I still believe that God called 
me. I can only conclude that it does 
not matter what church are in—I can 
tell you that I have worshipped the 
God I serve today since I was a boy. 
I haven’t changed God somewhere 
along the line. I grew up knowing 
God, believing in God, trusting God, 
and praying to God 
I don’t remember the exact details 
of how it came about but I do 
remember coming to the point in my 
life where I really believed God had 
called me to preach—history shows 
what I meant by that was a teaching 
ministry. But I tell you all this to tell 
you I think it is long past time when 
the churches should begin to think 
differently about youth ministry. In 
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the past we have thought of youth 
ministry in terms of ministering to 
youth. I think the time is coming we 
need to think about youth ministry 
and accept it as ministry by youth 
because that is what you find in the 
Bible.
Most people understand that we 
are called of God to be his children 
but there is another calling beyond 
that—it’s the calling that I felt as a 
teenager—and that is a call to be in 
the service of God. Not merely to be 
a consumer of the services provided 
by God but to be a provider of the 
services, to be one who serves, one 
who works, one who goes. There 
was a time when I even thought 
God might want me to be a foreign 
missionary. I wasn’t sure what 
direction my calling would take me 
but I absolutely felt called to the 
service of Jesus Christ.
How did I know that the calling I 
had as a teenager was from God 
and not from my own desires? It’s 
an important question. The answer 
only comes by prayer but you should 
also ask yourself a couple of things. 
One where did this desire come 
from? Perhaps one of the ways that 
God makes his calling to us known is 
when we find ourselves inexplicably 
desiring to be of service, desiring to 
be a teacher, desiring to be a minister, 

desiring to be a servant of God. 
Second you should ask what is it that 
you desire. This also is a helpful thing 
in trying to evaluate where this call is 
coming from? Is it that you desire to 
perform? If so, it’s not God’s calling. 

It’s simply a matter of the human 
desire to be applauded—the human 
desire to perform. Sometimes the 
only way you will ever know for sure 
is by the fruits. But in order to have 
the fruits you must plant, cultivate, 
water, fertilize, whatever has to be 
done. In other words to see the fruits 
you’ve got to make some kind of an 
investment. You have to get up, get 
up and go do something if you’re 
going to find out whether this desire 
you have is of God or out of your 
own desires.
Now I don’t want you to be confused 
by reluctance. Moses was reluctant. 
Jonah was reluctant. Jeremiah was 
reluctant and so was Isaiah. This 
famous text from Isaiah 6:1-8, “In 
the year that king Uzziah died I saw 
also the LORD sitting upon a throne, 
high and lifted up, and his train 
filled the temple. Above it stood the 
seraphims: each one had six wings; 
with twain he covered his face, and 
with twain he covered his feet, and 
with twain he did fly. And one cried 
unto another, and said, Holy, holy, 
holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole 
earth is full of his glory. And the 
posts of the door moved at the voice 
of him that cried, and the house was 
filled with smoke. Then said I, Woe 
is me! for I am undone; because I am 

...the thing 
that somehow 
down inside of 
us overcomes 

our reluctance, 
overcomes our 
fear, and leads 
us to the place, 

where we finally 
say ‘Here I am, 

send me’. 
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a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in 
the midst of a people of unclean lips: 
for mine eyes have seen the King, 
the LORD of hosts. Then flew one of 
the seraphims unto me, having a live 
coal in his hand, which he had taken 
with the tongs from off the altar: And 
he laid it upon my mouth, and said, 
Lo, this hath touched thy lips; and 
thine iniquity is taken away, and thy 
sin purged. Also I heard the voice of 
the Lord, saying, Whom shall I send, 
and who will go for us? Then said I, 
Here am I; send me.”
This passage of Scripture is burned 
into my consciousness over reading 
it so many times, thinking about this 
man, and of the thing that somehow 
down inside of us overcomes our 
reluctance, overcomes our fear, and 
leads us to the place, where we finally 
say ‘Here I am, send me’. 
That’s one of the reasons why I 
wanted to have a particular hymn 
in our hymnal—number 134. The 
first time I heard it I don’t know if 
I was sitting in my study or driving 
the car—I’ve forgotten. But I never 
forgot the song, “I the lord of sea 
and sky, I have heard my people cry. 
All who dwell in dark and sin, My 
hand will save. I who made the stars 
of night I will make their darkness 
bright. Who will bear my light to 
them? Whom shall I send?”And then 
here is the reply: “Here am I, Lord. Is 
it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in 
the night. I will go Lord if you lead 
me. I will hold your people in my 
heart.”
Man that just tore me up. It spoke 
to something very deep inside of 
me, of the years ago in my own life 
when I said, “Here I am send me. 
I’ll go. What do you want me to 
do?”And it was a strange thing to 
think about—a realization that from 
that time to this he has been with me 
and that last line ‘I will hold your 
people in my heart’ is so crucial. It is 
that idea of holding God’s people in 
your heart and having the desire, the 
want, and the hope to be able to go 
out and make a difference in people’s 
lives.
I’m giving you my testimony for 
whatever value it might have in 
the circumstances in which you 
find yourself. Being called by God, 

perhaps being led by God in some 
direction, with decisions you have 
to make regarding God’s calling in 
your own life. With the way that 
you might sometime in the future 
respond to one who has been called 
and gifted by God who is a whole 
lot younger than you are. There’s 
nothing wrong with being young if 
one is submissive to Jesus Christ and 
to the elders. Also of the church and 
those who are older there’s nothing 
wrong with people who are young 
can minister very effectively.
Not everyone hears a voice like Isaiah 
did. I certainly did not. What I know 
beyond a shadow without it is across 
the length and breadth of his church 
Jesus is extending his calling and his 
gifts to many young people and he’s 
doing it at very young ages. That is 
the way he has always tended to do 
it. Some of them will take up their 
cross, some of them will not. Some 
will not take it up because the church 
makes no room for them—oh they’re 
welcome to come and sit and listen, 
welcome to play basketball or other 
games. But somewhere, somehow, 
someone will make room for young 
people in the ministry of the church. 
Will that be your church?
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It’s no wonder young people are more 
jaded and untrusting than previous 
generations.
Today’s youth are constantly 
bombarded with social media 
narratives on drugs and sex; as well 
as biased news about climate change, 
corrupt politicians, mass shootings, gay 
rights, fake news, and terrorist threats. 
The institutions we have historically 
relied upon to deliver honest reports 
and sound academic content have all 
but collapsed. Journalism seems to be 
up for auction to the highest bidder 
and higher education is pushing a not-
so-hidden agenda.

“Today’s youth culture is paradoxical, 
confusing, and nearly devoid of 
absolutes. It’s a world where personal 
feelings and preferences have replaced 
universally held standards of right 
and wrong…This ‘anything goes’ 
world view has something to do with 
postmodern thinking, which is rooted 
in the belief that there’s no such thing 

as objective truth—people have 
the freedom to discover and invent 
truth for themselves. Since truth is 
situational, the thinking goes, people 
can do whatever they deem is right 
from situation to situation” (“Walt 
Mueller, Absolute Ministry by, Group 
Magazine”).
The issue with postmodern thinking 
and moral relativism is eventually it 
collides with God’s truth. One could 
say that chaos, misinformation, and 
confusion are tools of the enemy. In 
a sea of postmodern propaganda, the 
Bible is our guide to safer shores.
This is why Christian Educational 
Ministries is working hard to provide 
Bible-based content for people of all 
ages. Not only are we creating content, 
but we are working with other bright-
minded individuals and dedicated 
organizations to create tools that 
enhance and simplify the study of 
God’s Word and His timeless Biblical 
truths.
One such project is a scripture memory 
program, “KNOWING THE WORD”, 
and it’s designed to involve the entire 
family in memorizing a scripture each 
week of the year. We have incorporated 
techniques used by many who have 
excelled at memorizing God’s Word. 
Our hope is that this facilitates writing 
the Word of God on the hearts and 
minds of you and your family.
Another project we are working on is a 
digitally-enhanced Youth Educational 
Adventures (YEA) program. With the 
internet touching practically every 
aspect of our lives these days, we 
thought it would be good to employ 
some of the practical and enhancing 
features of an online approach. We will 
still have the same biblically-accurate, 
age-appropriate curriculum for 
children and teens, but we are adding an 
online resources companion page. This 
webpage will contain digital copies of 
the books (teachers guides and lesson 
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books), songs being sung in lessons, 
and printouts for coloring and paper 
projects. We have even begun thinking 
about creating instructional videos 
or cartoons that can help explain the 
lesson being taught. We welcome your 
input as continue to develop aspects of 
these programs.
We intend these programs to become 
tools to not only educate but connect 
your church, family, and community. 
Truth is, the dropout rate for young 
people in the church is increasing 
across all denominations. To keep 
doing what we have been for the last 20 
years amidst a wildly divergent culture 
is lazy and ineffective. We know people 
desperately want to help their young 
brothers and sisters and simply need 
some direction. Here is some great 
advice taken from one of our YEA 
training documents meant to develop 
individuals teaching young adults:
•Initiate long-term relationships with 
them.
Communicate with the children and 
teens in your church or fellowship. 
Spend time with them outside of 
church if possible. Know their names. 
Demonstrate that they are loved and 
appreciated by listening to them with 
genuine interest.
•Understand and learn to use their 
culture.
Get to know what makes your kids 
and teens tick. Find out what they are 
listening to, who they look up to, what 
problems and pressures they face. 
Involve them.

•Shoot straight with the truth.
Today’s youth are painfully aware of their 
spiritual needs. It is essential that they 
understand God holds the answers to 
all of life’s questions. How we talk about 
His ways and His commandments with 
our young people should feel natural and 
authentic. Tell them where you failed, 
how it felt, how you overcame it.  They 
are dealing with problems too, and to 
hear that they aren’t alone in this will go 
a long way in helping them relate.
When considering teaching and guiding 
young people, some scriptures come to 
mind like Deuteronomy 11:19 (KJV), 
“And ye shall teach them your children, 
speaking of them when thou sittest in 
thine house, and when thou walkest by 
the way, when thou liest down, and when 
thou risest up”; and Psalm 78:6 (KJV), 
“That the generation to come might 
know them, even the children which 
should be born; who should arise and 
declare them to their children.”
Always remember, “For we do not wrestle 
against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this age, against 
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the 
heavenly places” (Ephesians 6:12). We 
are here with you, brothers and sisters, 
shoulder to shoulder, wrestling against 
those forces who would like nothing 
more than to see us and our children give 
up. Not today, folks; not now—not ever. 
The children need you. Get involved. Let 
us know what else we can do. We are here 
to serve you and we will keep working 
hard to provide the tools you can use to 
strengthen your relationship with God.
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The Feast of Tabernacles
A Quick Study

Bible Study Excerpts by Ronald L. Dart

1.What is the festival listed in (Lev 23:33-34)?

2.Was this also a harvest festival (Lev 23:39)?

3.What are the biblical commandments relative to this festival (Deut 16:13-17)?
◆Is it a family festival (Deut 16:14)?
◆Is this a celebration in response to God’s generosity to his people (Deut 16:15)?
◆Is it a “pilgrimage” festival–that is, a time for travel to the place God chooses (Deut 16:16)?
◆How were they to finance this pilgrimage (Deut 14:22 27)?
◆Is it a time for a special offering in thanksgiving to God (Deut 16:16-17)?
◆How were the Israelites to live during these days (Lev 23:40-42)? Why (Lev 23:43)?

4.Does this concept of sojourning, dwelling in tents or tabernacles, being strangers 
and pilgrims have special meaning to New Testament writers (Heb 11:8-16, 38- 40)?

5.How did they use the term “tabernacles” (2 Peter 1: 13-14; 2 Cor 5:1 4)?

6.The Feast of Tabernacles follows closely the Day of Atonement, which 
pictures the binding of Satan. What major prophetic event follows the 
binding of Satan (Rev 20:1 4)?

7.Read carefully Zechariah 14 and answer these questions:
◆What is the time setting of the prophecy (Zech 14:1)?
◆Will the Feast of Tabernacles be observed during this time (Zech 14:16-19)?
◆Will the feast be observed by Gentiles (Zech 14:18)?  

To complete this study
please Call 888-BIBLE-44 to order

or download your own personal copy now @
www.borntowin.net/offers
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Church of God Network is a nonprofit dedicated to building community 
within the Church of God. We desire frequent fellowship, open com-
munication, and active cooperation between members and staff of the 
various Church of God organizations and work diligently to make this 
vision a reality. Come visit our website at ChurchofGodNetwork.org!

We advance our mission through 1) creating ways to connect with other 
Church of God members regardless of organizational affiliation; 2) cen-
tralizing information to increase access; and 3) facilitating the sharing of 
resources and knowledge within the Church of God.

If you believe our mission is valuable, please consider making a do-
nation. All donations make a difference and help us build community 
within the Church of God.
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CEM Mission Statement
•First, to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ to the world. (Matthew 28).
•Second, to teach the disciples of Jesus Christ so that they may be 
“proficient and equipped for every good work.” (2 Timothy 3:17).
•Third, to teach and train this generation and the next with studies and 
programs focused on youth, through the Darts’ special passion, Youth 
Educational Adventures (YEA). (Deuteronomy 11:19, Proverbs 22:6).
•Fourth, to bring God’s people closer together, through cooperative 
efforts wherever they may be. (2 Corinthians 5:18).

To this end, we teach the Bible and its Truth, with a goal of helping people make 
their own lives work while they are a positive influence and blessing to those 
around them. Follow Mr. Dart and CEM @ www.borntowin.net, Facebook, 
YouTube, and other media.

       
           2018
       Feast of Tabernacles
“This Feast site just keeps 
getting better each year.  I 
enjoyed serving.  The music 
was fantastic.  Thanks for 
all the organizers did to 
make this a great Feast-
God Bless You..”  

         2018
        Feast of Tabernacles
“This is my third year at this 
Feast site, and it gets better 
every year.  The activities 
and luncheons are fun and 
enjoyable, but the best part 
is fellowshipping with the 
people.  I love the people 
here.  Thank you all very 
much for everything.”



   Scripture Reading Plan
    November 2019

This year we are reading chapters out of a different part of the Bible 
each day— each Sunday from the Epistles, Mondays from the Law, 
Tuesdays from History, Wednesdays from the Psalms, Thursdays from 
Poetry, Fridays from Prophecy, and Saturdays from the Gospels.  For 
those who really enjoyed the scripture writing program we encourage 
you to choose a scripture each day from your reading and continue your 
scripture writing in 2019 as well.

Nov 1 Zephaniah
Nov 2 Acts 11-12
Nov 3 James 4-5
Nov 4 Deut 7-9
Nov 5 2 Chron 33-36
Nov 6 Psalms 128-130
Nov 7 Eccl 5-6
Nov 8 Haggai
Nov 9 Acts 13-14
Nov 10 1 Peter 1-3
Nov 11 Deut 10-12
Nov 12 Ezra 1-5
Nov 13 Psalms 131-133
Nov 14 Eccl 7-8
Nov 15 Zech 1-7

Nov 16 Acts 15-16
Nov 17 1 Peter 4-5
Nov 18 Deut 13-15
Nov 19 Ezra 6-10
Nov 20 Psalms 134-136
Nov 21 Eccl 9-10
Nov 22 Zech 8-14
Nov 23 Acts 17-18
Nov 24 2 Peter
Nov 25 Deut 16-19
Nov 26 Neh 1-4
Nov 27 Psalms 137-139
Nov 28 Eccl 11-12
Nov 29 Malachi
Nov 30 Acts 19-20

Christian Educational Ministries 
(CEM)was founded in November 
1995 by the late Ron and Allie 
Dart as an independent, non-
denominational ministry to 
serve the public and individual 
Christians of every kind. Mr. 
Dart, was an ordained minister 
and evangelist, has served 
God through hundreds of 
sermons, radio broadcasts, Bible 
Studies, and books. His clear, 
conversational style brings clarity 
and simplicity to difficult Biblical 
topics.

Ronald Dart’s radio ministry, Born 
to Win, is broadcast around the 
world and on the Born to Win 
website.

BornToWin.net
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       2018
        Feast of Tabernacles 
“It was great to be greeted 
each morning by the 
wonderful volunteers at 
the door and information 
desk.  Wonderful and 
warm hospitality.”

      2018
      Feast of Tabernacles
“Enjoyed the ‘everyone is 
welcome’ environment” 
created at this Feast site” 
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November Schedule
1st,2nd,3rd...........…Death Penalty

4th…..........What is God Doing? #1

5th…..........What is God Doing? #2

6th…..........What is God Doing? #3

7th…..........What is God Doing? #4

8th,9th,10th…..............Eyes to See

11th…........What is God Doing? #5

12th…........What is God Doing? #6

13th…........What is God Doing? #7

14th…........What is God Doing? #8

15th,16th,17th…It is in Your Genes

Contact us for FREE copies of these messages.
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18th…........What is God Doing? #9

19th.....…What is God Doing? #10

20th….....What is God Doing? #11

21st…......What is God Doing? #12

22nd,23rd,24th…...Objective Truth

25th…......What is God Doing? #13

26th…......What is God Doing? #14

27th…........Prayer and Fellowship

28th…........A Day of Thanksgiving

29th,30th…...........True Fellowship

We are happy to announce we are now playing on
1050AM WROS @ 12PM (noon) Sat and 6AM Sun in Jacksonville, FL


