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your master the process
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Extreme Grace
by Ronald L. Dart

Jesus and his disciples passed
through a field on the Sabbath day
and, because they were hungry, the
disciples began to pluck the ears of
corn and to eat. This, in the eyes
of the Pharisees, was harvesting and
therefore it was working on the Sabbath.
“Look!”, exclaimed the Pharisees, “Your
disciples are doing what is unlawful
on the Sabbath.”
Jesus replied, “Haven’t you read
what David did when he and his
companions were hungry? He
entered the house of God, and he
and his companions ate the consecrated bread—which was not lawful for them to do, but only for the
priests” (Matthew 12:1-4). Why did
Jesus not condemn David’s actions?

I am going to answer that question
and in the process, I am going to
explain one of the most important
things you will ever learn about God
and his law. If you can grasp what I
am going to explain, it may revolutionize the way you read the Bible,
the way you relate to God, and the
way you relate to one another.
Why does Jesus use this example in
reply to the accusation that his disciples were breaking the Sabbath?
How can he justify David when there
is not a hint of repentance on David’s
part, not anything done to make up
for his error?
The answer comes in one word—a
familiar word, one that has been
used so much, that no one seems
sure what it means anymore. The
word is Grace. And along with this
word comes a concept of profound
importance: David was justified, not
because what he did was right, but
because God is gracious. Now we all
know this, but sometimes I wonder
what we think it means. What does
it mean to say that God is gracious?
Let me see if I can explain.

Bible Study

God Is Gracious
There are so many beautiful examples of the graciousness of God in the
Old Testament that we could be here
all day reviewing them, but for now
let’s just look to the story of Nineveh
where God taps a prophet named
Jonah, and says, “I want you to go to
Nineveh and tell them the message
I’m going to give you.” Jonah didn’t
want to go, so he grabbed the next
ship going in the opposite direction.
It’s a long and interesting story— remember Jonah and the whale. Jonah
comes back, marches into Nineveh
and begins to preach the message
from the Lord. Jonah cried out,
“Yet forty days and Nineveh shall be
overthrown” (Jonah 3:4).
But here’s what the king said, having
given his decree, “This is the proclamation he issued in Nineveh: ‘By the
decree of the king and his nobles:
Do not let people or animals, herds
or flocks, taste anything; do not let
them eat or drink. But let people and
animals be covered with sackcloth.
Let everyone call urgently on God.
Let them give up their evil ways and
violence. Who knows? God may yet
relent and with compassion turn
from his fierce anger so that we will
not perish.’ When God saw what
they did and how they turned from
their evil ways, he relented and did
not bring on them the destruction
he had threatened’” (Jonah 3:7-10).

The Hebrew word for “grace” is chen
which means favour, grace, acceptance,
charm, or elegance (Strong’s h2580).
Chen is from the root word chanan which
means “to bend or stoop in kindness
to another as a superior to an inferior“
(Strong’s h2603). Here are some more
scriptures for further study:

◆
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆
◆

Genesis 12:3
Genesis 19:17-20
Genesis 45:7
Genesis 50:20
Exodus 33:12-17
Joshua 2:11
Judges 6:17
Judges 10:16

This is one of the strangest things that
has ever happened in the history of
the world. The people of Nineveh
believed God. They proclaimed a
fast, humbled themselves by putting
on sackcloth from the least of them
to the greatest of them because word
got all the way to the king. He got up,
took his robe off and sat in ashes. In
fact, they even stopped feeding the
animals and God changed his mind
and did not do the destruction he had
planned to do.
Now Jonah was not so gracious about
this. He was upset, angry, and he
prayed to the Lord, “Isn’t this what I
said, Lord, when I was still at home?
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“Extreme Grace” continued...

That is what I tried to forestall by
fleeing to Tarshish. I knew that you
are a gracious and compassionate
God, slow to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from
sending calamity. Now, Lord, take
away my life, for it is better for me to
die than to live” (Jonah 4:2-3).

Is God the Way You Want Him to Be?
Now here’s the thing, Jehovah was
not the kind of God Jonah wanted
Him to be. Jonah wanted Nineveh
wiped out. Jonah’s own reputation
was at stake. Jonah is the archetype
of a man who wants his religion by
the numbers. Exceptions to the rules
drive him nuts! Life is not worth living if sinners can get off so easily.
But what if God had been the kind
of God Jonah said he wanted?

Born to Win with

Ronald Dart App

Christian Educational Ministries is proud
to announce the release of the Born to Win
with Ronald L. Dart app; a powerful resource
for all the timeless messages from Ronald
Dart for iPhone, iPad, and Android devices.

BornToWin.net/App

Marla P. in TX says:
“I downloaded the app on my phone and we
were able to take a trip and listen to messages
from Born to Win. I was happy to see that the
series are on the app. I downloaded a couple so
we would have access while we were in areas
where there was no radio service. I was really
delighted with the Born to Win app and it was
easy to use. Thank you!”
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Well, He would have taken, at this chapter of Luke and he said, “The
point, a giant flyswatter and turned child grew, and became strong, and
Jonah into so much roadkill, but was filled with wisdom and the grace
he didn’t. Why didn’t He? “But the of God was upon him” (Luke 2:40).
Lord replied, ‘Is it right for you to
be angry?’ Jonah had gone out and The grace of God was upon this
sat down at a place east of the city. child. John in his gospel says, “And
There he made himself a shelter, the Word was made flesh, and dwelt
sat in its shade and waited to see among us, (and we beheld his glowhat would happen to the city” ry, the glory as of the only begotten
( Jonah 4:4-5).
of the Father,)
full of grace
Well, the story of
and truth. John
how God worked
bare witness of
Jonah
through
him, and cried,
this situation is all
saying, This was
there for us, but
he of whom I
perhaps by now,
spake, He that
you can begin to
cometh
after
see what I’m drivme is preferred
ing at when I say
before me: for
that God is grahe was before
cious. There are so
me. And of his
many examples of
fulness have all
God’s grace in the
received,
Hebrews 12:28 we
Old Testament.
and grace for
(See scripture list on page 3 for other grace. For the law was given by
examples.) We could say that grace is Moses, but grace and truth came
an Old Testament doctrine.
by Jesus Christ” (John 1:14-17).
Does it seem odd that I should talk But, Where? When? How? Do you
to you about grace as a doctrine or remember the occasion where
doesn’t it seem odd that we have so Jesus was out in the wilderness and
much to say about doctrine and so about 5000 people were around
Him (Matthew 14:16-21), and
little to say about grace?
nobody had any food with them
Grace in the New Testament
except for 5 loaves and 2 fish?
There is a funny thing about grace Jesus miraculously fed them all!
in the New Testament you need to What character trait led him to do
know. In all four Gospels, there’s not that? It was grace.When John tried
a single instance where Jesus used to get Jesus to stop a man who was
successfully casting out demons in
the word “grace”! Grace was not a Jesus’ name, for no other reason
doctrine he preached.
than that the man was not in their
So, what role did grace play in his group (Mark 9:38-40), what charministry? Luke tells us about Jesus acter trait led Jesus to tell John to
as a very young child in the second let the man alone? It was grace.

Therefore, since we are
receiving a kingdom
which cannot be shaken,
let us have grace,
by which we may
serve God acceptably
with reverence and
godly fear.

...continued on page 8
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On Love
by Blake Silverstein

The message of the Bible could be
summed up into two things—love
God and love your neighbor. That
sounds simple enough does it not?
The complexity arises from that sweet
four-letter word that so many poems,
songs, and playwrights have been
written about: love.
The New Testament was originally
written in Greek, and there are four
Greek words that are translated as
“love”. Each of these Greek words has
a particular meaning in regards to the
type of love being expressed. There is
agape (which is love in the Christian
sense, God’s love for man, and a kind
of love that is both unconditional and
selfless), philio (which is the love between friends), eros (which is the romantic love between the sexes), and
storge (which is the natural affection
that exists between family members
or close friends). Any student of the
Bible would be well-served to understand the nuances of these types
of love. It helps to create a grander
context of the topic being discussed
in a particular verse and garner some
deeper insight as to what the author is
intent on communicating.
Most of the time in the New Testament
whenever the Bible speaks about what
love is, you will find it is referring to
agape. This type of love is action-oriented in the sense of what actions it
prompts. Take the “love” chapter, 1
Corinthians 13:4-8, for instance. Verse
6)
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after verse states what love does, or
does not do, not how it feels. “Love
is patient, love is kind. It does not
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.
It does not dishonor others, it is not
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it
keeps no record of wrongs. Love does
not delight in evil but rejoices with the
truth. It always protects, always trusts,
always hopes, always perseveres.”
Too many Christians today are looking
for love in all the wrong places. They
show up at their respective churches
to make them feel good about themselves or to have the preacher inspire
them. Maybe they have been down on
their luck or lost that loving feeling (to
borrow a phrase). Their focus is on
themselves, not others. Now don’t get
me wrong, there is absolutely nothing
wrong with looking to the church and
God for peace and encouragement.
Quite the contrary, but we should be
showing up at church to serve (ourselves included) not to be served.
I like what C.S. Lewis has to say about
this in his book, Mere Christianity. He
points out that it is easy to love the
likable. However, the virtue of love or
“charity” comes by choosing to act lovingly toward the unlikeable. Matthew
5:44-47 should come to mind. Don’t
worry about “loving” your neighbor,
simply act in a manner that says you
love them. I have found it can sometimes be as simple as letting someone
share their whole story and giving

them your undivided attention (a rare
commodity these days) or sincerely
asking a complete stranger if you can
help them with anything.
I was told once that love is making
what is important to someone else,
important to you, simply because it’s
important to them. No qualifiers, justifications, or specials circumstances; just do it because it’s important to
them. I like this definition because it
highlights the charitable aspect of love.
Loving the unlovable can challenge
our conventional point of view of what
real love looks like and it can be inconvenient and uncomfortable at times.
The funny thing is I find the more you
do it the easier it gets. It’s almost like
a muscle. Let’s call it a charity muscle. Just like working out, you want to
start off small and work your way up.

Agape
Philia
Storge
Eros

Then the next question, how much is
enough when giving? My rule is to
push until it starts to hurt or takes you
out of your comfort zone, or when the
need is met.
The good news is you don’t have to
like it. The bad news is you might not.
The silver lining is the joy you experience as people light up when you
unexpectedly do them a good turn. I
even notice my attitude soften towards
some of the unsavory characters I’ve
exhibited this kind of love towards.
In those small moments where you
say “I love you” with an act such as an
earnest smile, a wave to a stranger, a
card to a shut-in, a meal for a hungry
child, a letter to a prisoner, or a heartfelt prayer, they will know you and see
whom you are from, which is your
Father who is in heaven above.

“Extreme Grace” continued...

When Jesus’ disciples wanted to
call down fire from heaven upon
a Samaritan town that refused
to accept Jesus on his way to
Jerusalem (Luke 8:52-54), what
character trait led Jesus to correct
them for the wrong spirit? By now
you are with me, aren’t you?
It was grace.

What’s Wrong with Christianity Today?
You know, if you want to know what’s
wrong with Christianity today, the
answer is simple enough. Great grace
is not upon us.

When we are unforgiving, when we
take offense easily, when we make a
brother an offender for a word, when
we make ourselves and our church
Jesus healed the Syro-Phoenician better than other people—this is not
woman’s daughter, first of all having grace.
said he wouldn’t do it (Mark 7:26-29). When we envy others, when we are

Jesus refused to condemn the woman suspicious and negative and looking
who washed his feet with her tears for flaws and failures and weaknesses
in other people—that’s not grace.
(Luke 7:44-47).
Jesus refused to condemn the woman And if, as you read this ungracious
list, you are thinking of all the people
taken in adultery (John 8).
you know who display these characWhy did Jesus do all these things? teristics—that’s not grace either.
It is simple. Jesus did what he did
The truth is, we have not received in
because he was gracious.
ourselves enough of God’s grace that
After Pentecost, the disciples of Jesus we can share it with others.
were very different men. Something
had happened to them, something Do you remember the woman who
we seem not to notice. It’s in Acts 4: washed Jesus’ feet with her tears and
“And with great power the apostles what Jesus said, “He who has been forgave witness of the resurrection of given much, loves much” (Luke 7:47)?
the Lord Jesus and great grace was He who has received much grace has
much grace to give.
upon them all” (Acts 4:33).

About Us
Christian Educational Ministries (CEM) was founded in November 1995 by
Ron and Allie Dart as an independent, non-denominational ministry to serve
the public and individual Christians of every kind. Mr. Dart, an ordained
minister and evangelist, has served God through hundreds of sermons, radio
broadcasts, Bible Studies, and books. His clear, conversational style brings
clarity and simplicity to difficult Biblical topics.
Ronald Dart’s radio ministry, Born to Win, is broadcast around the world and
on the Born to Win website.
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CEM Mission
Statement
Comments From
Our Listeners
2/16/19
Myrtle T. Letter:
“I think our world believes as
they do because there has been
no teaching. I want my grandchildren to see and hear about
God’s great creation. This
message was so great! Thank
you and I thank God for the
insight he gave Ronald Dart.”

• First, to share the Gospel of
Jesus Christ to the world.
(Matthew 28).
• Second, to teach the disciples of Jesus Christ so that
they may be “proficient and
equipped for every good work.”
(2 Timothy 3:17).
• Third, to teach and train this
generation and the next with
studies and programs focused
on youth, through the Darts’
special passion, Youth Educational Adventures (YEA).

(Deuteronomy 11:19, Proverbs 22:6).

• Fourth, to bring God’s people
closer together, through cooperative efforts wherever they may
be. (2 Corinthians 5:18).

3/03/19
Betty L. from TN:
“Thank you for always answering
the phone with a friendly voice and
always being helpful. I am thankful to my Father for putting me in
the path of light. I get my Bible
and read along with Ron Dart’s
teachings on most all the Bible.”

To this end, we teach the Bible and
its Truth, with a goal of helping
people make their own lives work
while they are a positive influence and blessing to those around
them. Follow Mr. Dart and CEM
@ www.borntowin.net, Facebook,
YouTube, and other media.

Connect with Ronald L. Dart Ministries:
P.O. Box 560 Whitehouse, TX 75791
(903) 839-9300

Info@BornToWin.net

1-888-BIBLE-44

BornToWin.net/Shop
BornToWin.net/Facebook

(903) 839-9311

BornToWin.net/Donate
/Twitter

/YouTube

/Pinterest

The Church of God International is excited to announce the
availability of a new phone, tablet, and television app, CGI Digital
Network. This app is packed with powerful content and resources to
help you grow in grace and knowledge. Now available in the iOS,
Google Play, Amazon, Roku and Apple TV app stores.
Visit www. cgi.org/app to download today.

Scripture Reading Plan
May 2019

This year we are reading chapters out of a different part of the Bible each day— each
Sunday from the Epistles, Mondays from the Law, Tuesdays from History, Wednesdays from
the Psalms, Thursdays from Poetry, Fridays from Prophecy, and Saturdays from the Gospels.
For those who really enjoyed the scripture writing program we encourage you to choose a
scripture each day from your reading and continue your scripture writing in 2019 as well.

May 1 Psalms 51-53
May 2 Job 35-36
May 3 Jer 27-31
May 4 Mark 15-16
May 5 2 Cor 4-5
May 6 Exo 17-20
May 7 2 Sam 10-14
May 8 Psalms 54-56
May 9 Job 37-38
May 10 Jer 32-36
May 11 Luke 1-2
May 12 2 Cor 6-8
May 13 Exo 21-24
May 14 2 Sam 15-19
May 15 Psalms 57-59
May 16 Job 39-40

May 17
May 18
May 19
May 20
May 21
May 22
May 23
May 24
May 25
May 26
May 27
May 28
May 29
May 30
May 31

Jer 37-41
Luke 3-4
2 Cor 9-10
Exo 25-28
2 Sam 20-24
Psalms 60-62
Job 41-42
Jer 42-46
Luke 5-6
2 Cor 11-13
Exo 29-32
1 Kings 1-4
Psalms 63-65
Prov 1
Jer 47-52

Due to the incompatibility of
the Born to Win program and
the format of KPRZ, we will
not be airing with them. The
Born to Win program is now
being aired on two new radio
stations: KXXT on Sundays
at 10am in Phoenix, Arizona
and on WCVG on weekdays
Monday–Friday at 9am and
6pm in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Christian Educational Ministries
P.O. Box 560
Whitehouse, TX 75791

Radio
Update

May Schedule

1st................................Making Life Work #3
2nd...............................Making Life Work #4
3rd, 4th, 5th........Self-Esteem or Self-Respect?
6th................................Making Life Work #5
7th................................Making Life Work #6
8th................................Making Life Work #7
9th................................Making Life Work #8
10th, 11th, 12th....................A Christian Ideal
13th..............................Making Life Work #9
14th..............................Making Life Work #10
15th..............................Making Life Work #11
16th..............................Making Life Work #12

17th, 18th, 19th....Fairness & the Christian #1
20th...........................Making Life Work #13
21st............................Making Life Work #14
22nd...........................Making Life Work #15
23rd............................Making Life Work #16
24th, 25th, 26th....Fairness & the Christian #2
27th............................Making Life Work #17
28th............................Making Life Work #18
29th............................Making Life Work #19
30th............................Making Life Work #20
31st......................................Water Baptism #1

For help finding a radio station near you call

1-888-BIBLE-44
Listen online at www.BornToWin.net
Contact us for FREE copies of these messages.

Extreme Grace - FREE CD

Get your free copy of the message this month’s
lead article was taken from. You can order it
on CD by returning this order form or calling,
you can listen on our website, or you can use
the Ronald L. Dart Born to Win app.

A Ronald L. Dart Ministry

Law or Grace? (Booklet) - Have you noticed religious leaders who feel, if barriers are let

down, people will take liberties and abuse the law—as though it were our fault that other people
break the law? Did you know that David broke the law and Jesus said he did, but Jesus was willing to let him off the hook. Why was that? And on what basis? God is gracious. Learn from this
booklet how Grace is an Old Testament doctrine and when, where, and how we find this Grace
in Jesus. Then what kind of person should you be? Order your free copy today.

The General Epistles (CD Series) - Paul speaks of “faith, hope,
love, and grace” in his writings; and James, Peter, John, as well as Jude
address these topics in their own letters. In this series, Mr. Dart does
for the General Epistles what he did for the Epistles of Paul—gives us
background material and a verse-by-verse exposition of these letters on
8 CDs. Regularly priced at $29.95. Available now through May 30 for
$15.95.

Request your FREE Copy of “Extreme Grace” and “Law or Grace?”.
Receive “The General Epistles” CD Series for the bonus price of $15.95.

For Help Placing Your Order Call 1.888.BIBLE.44
ID #:____________________________________________

Name:___________________________________________ Extreme Grace
Address:_________________________________________ Law or Grace?

Code

Price Qty Amount
09EGC FREE
$ 0.00
LOG

FREE

$ 0.00

GESCD $15.95
$
City/State/Zip:_____________________________________ The General Epistles
Thank You very much for your financial support $
Phone #:_______________ email:__________________
This offer expires May 31, 2019
☐Check here if this is a new address
Subtotal $_________

Credit Card Orders, call 1.888.BIBLE.44
during business hours, 8:30 AM to 5 PM CT,
or return this form:

☐Visa ☐Mastercard ☐Discover ☐AMEX
Card Number:_____________________________________
Expiration Date:__________/__________ CID #:__________
Signature:_________________________________________

Texas Residents add 8.25% $_________
Canada and Mexico Residents add 15% $_________
All Other Non-U.S. Countries add 25% $_________

Free
Shipping $_________

Total Amount Enclosed $
*Payments MUST be in U.S. dollars

Place
Stamp
Here

Where did you hear about Born to Win?

Born to Win
P.O. Box 560

Whitehouse, TX 75791-0560

