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Why would a Christian Church observe the Passover

and the Days of Unleavened Bread? Should y�� as a

Christian also observe the Passover and Days of

Unleavened Bread? Aren’t these days Jewish holidays?

Don’t the Jews observe Passover and Christians observe

Easter, Right?

There is a little more to it than that. For over 300

years, the early Christians knew absolutely nothing of

Easter. Oh, you can read an English translation of  the
early church fathers and find the word, Easter, but that

is a curiosity in and of  itself. Let’s see what it means.

  The King James Version says “Now about that time

Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain

of  the church. And he killed James the brother of  John

with the sword. And because he saw it pleased the Jews,

he proceeded further to take Peter also (then were the

days of unleavened bread). And when he had

apprehended him, he put him in prison, and delivered

him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him;

intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people”

(Acts 12:1-4).

Now notice that last verse in the King James

Version: “So when he had arrested him, he put him in

prison, and delivered him to four squads of soldiers to

keep him, intending to bring him before the people after

Passover” (v. 4). Here is the problem. The Greek word

for both Passover and Easter (in these versions) is

Pascha which comes from the Hebrew Pesach.

Now when you read this passage in Greek, Latin, or

any Latin based language, you will find the word Pascha

used for both Easter and Passover, except for the fact

that the Latin languages don’t know anything about

Easter. The word Easter comes from the old German

and is the name of  pagan goddess of  fertility.

So why do we

find “Easter” in

English translations

of the early church

fathers? In early post

apostolic times, there

came a controversy

over the proper time

for the observance of  Pascha. The Asian churches
observed pascha on the 14th day of  the first month of

the Hebrew calendar. The western churches observed

pascha on a Sunday morning at the same time of year,

presumably because this was the time when the

resurrected Christ first appeared to the Apostles. Mind

you, what the controversy was about was when to

observe the Passover, not whether to observe it, and

perhaps the controversy included the significance of the

Passover as well. c�������� �� ���� � � � �

Three Times a Year . . .
If  you have attended one of  our worship services,

you may have noticed something very different from

other churches—we don’t usually pass the offering

plate. Why? Because it says in Deuteronomy 16:16

“Three times a year shall all your males appear before

the LORD thy God in the place which he shall choose

. . . every man shall give as he is able.” One of the

times mentioned is the upcoming Feast of

Unleavened Bread. This is a time to count your

blessings and give to God — life itself, maybe a new

family member, a new job, a raise, a promotion,

protection from inclement weather and terrorists.

God is good and he expects us to give accordingly.
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<hy did God harden Pharaoh’s heart? When Ron

taught Old Testament Survey, the class could never

get through this section of Exodus without a lively

discussion on this question. Did Pharaoh have a choice

in the matter? Was it impossible for him to repent?

Students would say, “I thought all men possessed free

moral agency. Did God take that away from Pharaoh?”

asked a girl from Glasgow. “Seems like the poor beggar

never had a chance,” opined an Australian student.

The first year Ron taught the class he was curious.

Why so much sympathy for Pharaoh? After all, he was

the villain in this piece, so why should anyone care if he

got it in the neck.

   As the questioning continued, however, it clearly

wasn’t Pharaoh who generated so much concern. If  God

could arbitrarily decide to make a man the object of his

wrath, it could happen to anyone—even them. And if

God could get down inside someone’s head and

rearrange the wires in his brain to make him evil, why

couldn’t God simply rearrange the wires to make him

good? Why couldn’t God soften Pharaoh’s heart so that

he would let Israel go without all that pain, anguish,

grief, and woe? Thousands of people lost their firstborn

son because God hardened this one man’s heart.. Was

that fair?

Just What Did God Do?

Before we can get serious about explaining why God

hardened Pharaoh’s heart, we really need to have clear

minds about what it was that he did. Did he take a

peaceful, humble, generous, good-hearted man and turn

him into a murdering tyrant? Did God, indeed, get

down inside his head and rearrange the circuits?

If  you haven’t already done so, you might pause at

this point and read chapters three through 12 in the

Book of  Exodus. If  you will keep your Bible handy,

some relevant verses will be pointed out as we go. In

chapter three of Exodus we find the record of God

appearing to Moses from the burning bush and

commissioning him to go to Egypt to rescue the

children of Israel.

   In verse 19, we find an important key to

understanding what follows. God says to Moses, “And I

am sure that the king of  Egypt will not let you go, no

not by a mighty hand.” That makes sense. After all, the

man is an absolute ruler in the land, is a god to the

Egyptians, and probably is possessed by the arrogance

that goes with such status in the eyes of his fellow

men. In all probability, no one had said “no” to

Pharaoh in his entire life. Pharaoh, in other words,

would have been disposed to have spit in Moses’ eye

from the very beginning.

Pharaoh Was Not Impressed

There is no indication of  any intervention on God’s part

up to and including Moses’ first interview with Pharaoh.

In chapter five, verse two, Pharaoh replied to Moses’

request, “Who is the Lord that I should obey His voice

to let Israel go? I know not the Lord, neither will I let

Israel go.” Why should he? Can you contemplate

voluntarily freely relinquishing a labor force of 600,000

men, plus women and children—a labor force that costs

you nothing?

   In chapter seven, God outlines for Moses what is

about to happen and why. He states in verse one that he

has made Moses a sort of god to Pharaoh and has

appointed Aaron as his prophet. He says that he will

harden Pharaoh’s heart and multiply signs and wonders

in the land of  Egypt, “But Pharaoh shall not harken

unto you, that I may lay my hand upon Egypt, and

bring forth mine armies and my people, the children of

Israel, out of  the land of  Egypt by great judgments.

And the Egyptians shall know that I am the lord. . .”

(vv. 4-5).

   The first instance where God specifically hardens

Pharaoh’s heart is found in verse 13 of  this chapter, and

it is quite revealing. It follows on the heels of  Moses’

first sign to Pharaoh—casting down his rod which

immediately became a serpent. One would think such a

miracle would have a profound effect upon a man, and

no doubt it would have if  it hadn’t been for one thing.

Pharaoh’s magicians promptly duplicated the sign!

Although Moses’ serpent devoured the serpents of

Pharaoh’s magicians, Pharaoh was unimpressed.

   How did God harden Pharaoh’s heart? By allowing

Pharaoh’s magicians to perform a similar sign to that of

Moses. Pharaoh’s attitude, then, came about as a

response to external events, rather than being prompted

by some internal change generated by God. The same

thing happened later in the chapter when the river is

turned to blood, and the magicians of  Egypt duplicate

the feat. We are told in verse 22, “And the magicians
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oH  Egypt did so with their enchantments: and

Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, neither did he harken

unto them; as the Lord had said.”

Pharaoh Softens — JKLN OPQRLNS
Beginning with the plague of frogs in chapter eight,

there is a most instructive cause-effect sequence. It has

implications for us reaching far beyond the mere

satisfaction of our curiosity regarding Pharaoh.

   Finally, at long last, Pharaoh is moved to relent and let

Israel go. The magicians had duplicated the fear of  the

frogs, but they had not been able to get rid of  them.

“Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said,

‘Entreat the Lord, that He may take away the frogs from

me, and from my people; and I will let the people go’”

(Exodus 8:8).

   Although he did not acknowledge the existence of

God before, he now asked Moses to pray for him—to

entreat the Lord for him. How did God soften Pharaoh’s

heart? With the plague of  frogs. How did he harden

Pharaoh’s heart? By removing the plague: “But when

Pharaoh saw that there was respite, he hardened his

heart and harkened not unto them; as the Lord had said”

(v. 15).

Pharaoh’s heart was softened as a response to

external events, and it was hardened as a response to

external events. His freedom to choose, repent, change,

had not been abridged in any way.

   Then came the plague of lice where God did not allow

the magicians of Pharaoh to duplicate it, and they said

to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of  God: and Pharaoh’s

heart was hardened” (verse 19). The plague of lice was

insufficient to reach him.

Israel Protected

Then came the plague of  flies in which God said, “And I

will sever in that day the land of Goshen, I which my

people dwell, that no swarms of  flies shall be there; to

the end that you may know that I am the Lord in the

midst of the earth. And I will put a division between my

people and your people; tomorrow shall this sign be.”

   Up until this time, the Israelites had suffered along

with the Egyptians. At this point, God took events a step

further to reach Pharaoh—with only modest effect.

“And Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, Go

you, sacrifice to your God in the land.” He gave in to a

small extent, but he wouldn’t let them leave Egypt.
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Would God Harden Your Heart?
continued from page 2 . . .

\] ^erse 31, we read that God removed the swarms

of  flies from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his

people, Pharaoh’s response? And Pharaoh hardened his

heart at this time also, neither would he let the people

go.

   Pharaoh remained hardened through the plague of

murrain and boils. Moses, in preparation for the plague

of  hail, delivered this message to Pharaoh, “And in very

deed for this cause have I raised you up, for to show in

you my power; and that my name may be declared

throughout all the earth.”

   Did God raise up a good man only to harden his heart

and cause him great pain? Or did he select a man whose

choices in his life indicated that he would harden

himself?

Egyptians Respond

In this plague the Egyptians were given a chance to

respond to God with a warning about the storm of  hail

mingled with fire. “He that feared the word of the Lord

among the servants of  Pharaoh made his servants and

his cattle flee into the houses; and he that regardeth not

the word of  the Lord left his servants and his cattle in

the field.” Then came a violent plague of  hail and fire

upon the land of  Egypt with the exception of  the area

where the children of Israel were. And Pharaoh sent,

and called for Moses and Aaron, and said unto them, “I

have sinned this time: the Lord is righteous, and I and

my people are wicked. Entreat the Lord (for it is

enough) that there be no more mighty thunderings and

hail: and I will let you go, and you shall stay no longer”

(v. 27).

   So the hail ceased and the thunder stopped, “And

when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the

thunders were ceased, he sinned yet more, and hardened

his heart, he and his servants” (v. 34). How did God

harden Pharaoh’s heart? By removing the chastisement which

had softened his heart. It required no intervention in

Pharaoh’s mind, but merely a manipulation of  events.

And so it went through the plague of  locusts, the plague

of  darkness, and the destruction of  the firstborn in all

of  Egypt. Why?

It’s most unlikely that the 21st-century Christian

might be “a vessel of  wrath fitted for destruction,” or

someone whom God has chosen to harden. Pharaoh’s

freedom of  choice was not abridged at any time. It’s just that

God knew what sort of man he was dealing with—in
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place at that time. All he had to do was manipulate

events to create a response from Pharaoh. This pattern is

repeated in many circumstances in the Bible. In fact, the

entire Book of Judges is a record of oscillations to and

from God on the part of the people of Israel. When

they were chastised, they repented and turned to God.

When they prospered, they turned away and became

hardened.

   They had been warned by Moses, in a moving speech

in Deuteronomy 6 through 8. Their greatest danger in

turning away from God would come in a time of

prosperity. It proved to be so. Is there a lesson in this for

us today? The chances are that every one of  us has gone

through this cycle of repentance and hardness several

times — nven since baptism. Do you suppose it’s
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Would God Harden Your Heart?
continued from page 3. . .

A poet once said that it is human nature to hate those

whom we have hurt. Is it true? It is not so difficult to

understand how we might want to hurt someone we

hate. But why should a man come to hate someone he

has hurt?

Plainly, hate does not always precede hurt. A man

may steal, not to hurt, but because he is hungry. He may

lie because he is afraid. But when we become aware that

we have indeed caused hurt, something changes inside.

The first and most natural response may be regret. We

are sorry we hurt the other and we feel guilty about it.

Human nature is not very comfortable with guilt, and

sooner or later, we have to do something about it.

At this point, we can take one of  two very different

roads. On the one hand, we can go to the person we

have hurt and say we are sorry. The problem is that

apologizing may involve a risk of humiliation, and that

can rankle. A simple apology can be terribly painful to a

proud person, and it is easy to resent the person who

“caused” him to apologize. It is a short road from

resentment to hatred.

On the other hand, we can refuse to apologize, or

even to acknowledge guilt. We may justify our actions by

blaming the other for it. We can conclude that he

somehow had it coming. The natural corollary to blame

xrss|{le that in a time of  prosperity, a time of

happiness, a time of ease, that for a change, we could

remember God ? Must it always be necessary that we

be chastised, humbled, frightened, hurt in order that we

kneel before God?

Why Did God Harden Pharaoh’s Heart?

God hardened Pharaoh’s heart so that men everywhere

might learn in him the power and the majesty of God.

Satan’s world is doing its best to harden you, to make

you callous. But you can choose to be tenderhearted

before God and not to respond as Pharaoh did. Would

you like to hear more about this relationship? If  so, ask

for a FREE copy of  the second CD in the Ten

Commandments CD series.

On Hurt and HateOn Hurt and HateOn Hurt and HateOn Hurt and HateOn Hurt and Hate
From Ronald L. Dart’s notes

is contempt, and it is an even shorter road from

contempt to hatred.

But I suspect that the thief, even though he may

harbor a measure of contempt for his victim, is far from

hating him To him, the victim may have been nothing

more than an easy pocket to pick — especially if the

victim remains ignorant of the identity of the thief.

But everything changes if the one who hurts and

the one who is hurt know one another — especially if

they are close to one another. Take for example the

man who lies because he is afraid. Suppose the man he

lies to is his brother, and further suppose that his

brother catches him in the lie. Once again, he can

choose one or the other of  two very different roads. He

can repent and apologize, or he can just be sorry he

was caught. In either case, there is still the chance he

will come to hate his own brother because his brother

knows he is a liar.

It seems doubtful that we come to hate people

merely because we have hurt them. It seems more likely

that we come to hate people who know what we really

are.

There may be a triad of hate and hurt: (1) In some

measure, we may come to hate those whom we have
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The Passover and the Days of Unleavened Bread
continued from page 1 . . .

�he Eastern churches, then, observed the Passover

on the 14th of Nisan, hence quartodeciman*, and the

Western churches on Passover Sunday. Translators seem

to choose Easter or Passover for Pascha depending on

whether they are talking about the 14th or Sunday.

The question for generations, then, was not whether

Christians should observe the Passover, but when they

should observe it, and to a lesser degree, what it meant.

It shouldn’t come as a surprise that portions of  the

early church would have fallen into heresy. And from

the time that Constantine endowed one section of the

church with political power, it is no surprise that the

views of that one section of the church should prevail

whether it is truth or heresy. Notice what our brother

Jude had to say about this. “Beloved, when I gave all

diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it

was needful for me to write unto you, and exhort you

that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was

once delivered unto the saints. For there are certain men

crept in unawares, who were before of  old ordained to

this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of

our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord

God, and our Lord Jesus Christ” (Jude 4:5).

It is not unreasonable for us in the 21st century to at

least enquire as to who was right in this question.

So back to the original question: Why would a

Christian Church observe the Passover and the Days of

Unleavened Bread?

Because we know, that for a long time many

Christians observed the Passover and Days of

Unleavened Bread (Luke 22).

“Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of

judgment: and it was early; and they themselves went not

into the judgment hall, lest they should be defiled; but

that they might eat the Passover” (John 18:28).

 “Now in this that I declare unto you I praise you

not, that ye come together not for the better, but for the

worse… When ye come together therefore into one

place, this is not to eat the Lord’s supper. For in eating

every one taketh before other his own supper: and one is

hungry, and another is drunken. What? Have ye not

houses to eat and to drink in? Or despise ye the church

of God, and shame them that have not? What shall I say

to you? Shall I praise you in this? I praise you not” (1

Corinthians 11:17-22).

There is much that has been lost in the passage of

time, the obscurity of  foreign languages, and even in the

ambiguity of  the original texts. But it is clear that what

we call communion or the Lord’s Supper was the

Christian Passover, and that it was observed as such for

a very long time. It appears that the new symbols of  the

Passover were instituted at the end of  a Passover meal.

It is clear that Jesus observed this in the evening, 24

hours before the Jewish Passover. The reasons for it are

not so clear and need not concern us at this point.

It is clear that Jesus instituted this observance in the

evening of the 14th day of Nisan—the evening being

the beginning of  the day. It is also a known fact that the

Jews Passover lambs were killed the next day. . . The

official time of the killing was at the time Christ died on

the tree. (Although the killing had to start much earlier

than that to accommodate the numbers.)

It is also clear that the meaning of  the observance

had nothing whatever to do with the resurrection. Paul

said: “You do show the Lord’s death until he come” (1

Corinthians 11:26). And it was to be done on the night

in which Jesus was betrayed.

So the quartodecimans* were right after all. The

Christian Passover was observed on the 14th, not on

Sunday. And the meaning of  the day had to do with the

death of  Jesus, not his resurrection.

Should Christians Observe the Days of

Unleavened Bread?

But what about the days of Unleavened Bread? Do we

have to do that as well? And if  so, what do they mean?

What is not very well understood is that the

meaning of  the “Jewish” holidays changed in the Bible.

It is well known that the Passover and days of

Unleavened Bread had to do with the Exodus of Israel

out of  Egypt. But Jesus plainly and simply adapted the

Passover lamb (which he no doubt intended from the

start) to himself and his sacrifice. And unleavened

bread?

  It is clear in 1 Corinthians 5 that this Gentile church

was observing the Passover and the Days of  Unleavened

bread, and that the meaning of the festival had changed.

So, one more time let’s return to my original

question: Why would a Christian Church observe the

Passover and the Days of  Unleavened Bread? We know

that they did, and we know they did it with a Christian

significance. To learn more about this request the FREE
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� , Toward a Christian Passover. If  you would like to

study it further, ask for the FREE Bible Study on

Christian Holy Days. Return the enclosed card or call us

at 1-888-Bible-44 or email adm@borntowin.net. And if

you would like to join in the observance of  this most

ancient Christian festival, get in touch with us, and we

will try to help you find a place.

As a matter of  personal testimony, Ronald Dart says

that his own walk with God has been greatly enriched as

he has tried to return to the faith Jesus once delivered to

the saints. At the Christian Passover every year, in the
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continued from page 3 . . .

hurt, (2) we do sometimes take actions which hurt

people we hate, and (3) it is indeed human nature to

hate those who have hurt us.

   Of these three, the last may be the easiest to get over

—all we have to do is forgive. Yes, it is easier said than

done, but do we have any choice? It may well be that in

teaching us to forgive; Jesus gave us the greatest healing

balm known to man.

   What a pity that we don’t use it more often. Maybe we

are confused about who we are really healing. When we

forgive another of  the hurt they have caused us, it is not

them we heal, it is ourselves.

But when you hate someone you have hurt, who do

you forgive? Of what value is it to forgive the other

when you are the sinner? Believe it or not, the answer is

still forgiveness. But now you are the one who must be

forgiven.

One of the greatest tests of our lives comes when

we are filled with remorse, when we say we are sorry, but

we are not forgiven. It is here that bitterness is often

rooted. It is here that the ground is prepared for the

seeds of  hate. When that happens, forgiveness is still the

cure, but you only have one place left to go. You can go

to Jesus Christ in whom is complete forgiveness. And

you can forgive yourself.

Few sins deal more misery than the vicious circle of

hurt and hate. Forgiveness is the only cure. When they
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love for him and his sacrifice in his place. During the

seven days of the festival he eats unleavened bread

and reflects on the importance of living a life of

holiness before God and on the fact that Jesus Christ,

the bread of  life, lives in him every day.

* ÅÆÇÈtodecimanism (from the Vulgate Latin quarta

decima in Leviticus 23:5, (meaning fourteenth) refers to

the custom of  early Christians celebrating Passover

beginning with the eve of the 14th day of Nisan (or

Aviv in the Hebrew Bible calendar), which at dusk is

biblically the “Lord’s passover.” (Definition taken from

Wikipedia.)

ÉÊ ËÌÍÎ ÏÊÐ ËÏÎÑ
continued from page 4 . . .

brought to Jesus a man sick of  the palsy, He said,

“Son, your sins are forgiven thee, take up your bed and

walk.” This is just as important for the man crippled by

bitterness as it is for the man who cannot walk.

Finally, there is Paul’s admonition: “Follow peace

with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see

the Lord: Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace

of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble

you, and thereby many be defiled” (Hebrews 12:13-14).
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April Bible Reading Plan
Apr 1: Jude 6-7

Apr 2: Jude 8-9

Apr 3: Jude 3 10-12

Apr 4: Jude 13-15

Apr 5: Jude 16-18

Apr 6: Jude 19-21

Apr 7: Ruth

Apr 8: 1 Sam 1-3

Apr 9: 1 Sam 4-8

Apr 10: 1 Sam 9-12

Apr 11: 1 Sam 13-14

Apr 12: 1 Sam 15-17

Apr 13: 1 Sam18-20;

    Psa 11; 59

Apr 14: 1 Sam 21-24

Apr 15: Psa7; 27; 31; 34; 52

Apr 16: Psa 56; 120; 140-142

Apr 17: 1 Sam 25-27

Apr 18: Psa 17; 35; 54; 63

Apr 19: 1Sam 28-31; Psa18

Apr 20: Psa 121; 123-125; 128-130

Apr 21: 2 Sam 1-4

Apr 22: Psa 6; 8-10; 14; 16; 19; 21

Apr 23: 1Chron 1-2

Apr 24: Psa 43-45; 49; 84-85; 87

Apr 25: 1 Chron 3-5

Apr 26:  Psa 73; 77-78

Apr 27: 1 Chron 6

Apr 28: Psa 81; 88; 92-93

Apr 29: 1 Chron 7-10

Apr 30: Psa 102-104

 Spring Holy Days

Passover         April 3 (Observed evening of  the 2nd)

Unleavened Bread   April 4 though April 10

Pentecost         May 24


