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Christianity is Not an Argument
From a Ronald L. Dart Personal Letter
A West Texas prisoner serving a life sentence sent Born
to Win the letter below. After just getting a New
Testament and beginning to read it, he happened to hear
the Born to Win program. The following is the letter he
wrote us:
“Hello, sir. You don’t know me but about a week
and a half ago I was going up and down on the radio
dial and I caught some of your program—Born to Win.
Listen, I don’t know why it made me stop and listen to
what you were saying, coz up until recently I didn’t even
have a Bible, religion didn’t interest me, but some of the
things you were saying moved me. I’m 43 years old and
I’m doing an aggravated life sentence. And to be honest
with you I am sort of tired of this life. It’s obvious that
this road I chose, of drugs and women and money
wasn’t the right one. I won’t sit here and tell you that I’m
a Christian coz I’m not. But I’d like to be. But I’m not
sure if God will accept me. Still I want to ask for a Bible
study, if you could send me one please. I’ve asked Jesus
as best I can to come into my life and change me into
whatever he wants, coz I’ve made a mess out of it. But I
don’t know if He has or what I’m supposed to do. The
Christians here are always arguing with each other and
they are always trying to be so—I don’t know how to say
it—like they’re better than me. Besides, they don’t even
acknowledge me.
“So I picked up a New Testament Bible and started
reading, then I heard your program. Wow. What you say
makes a lot of sense. And more than anything, I want
Jesus in my heart. I don’t want to live like I’ve been
living. Can you tell me what to do please and please sir,
can I have a Bible study. Well I don’t know if you’ll even
receive or read this letter, but if you don’t answer I will
still listen to your program at 5:30 every day and God
bless you.
Ramon A.”
This letter was touching in a profound way. It was
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Christian Persecution - Is It
Coming?. . .
Last night Ron and I sat speechless watching Judge
Jeanine’s Saturday night TV program on Fox News
about the increase in Christian persecution. Yes, right
here in the USA where we think we have religious
freedom. We know the Bible tells us that persecution
will come before Christ returns. So what can you do to
be in God’s good graces and have his protection?
“Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye
think not the Son of man cometh. . . Blessed is that
servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so
doing” (Matthew 24:43-46). But doing what? Doing
the work of God. Born to Win is reinvesting every
dollar it receives to reach the world with the Gospel.
When you invest in Born to Win you can know that
your tithes and offerings will be judiciously used to
get the Gospel out.

Falling Through the Cracks
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By Linda Benton
Recently a friend of mine was speaking with a minister
about an elderly woman who needed help. The widow
lived in another town, and had virtually no family to
help her. The church she had attended for many years
had fallen apart. This minister commented that people
often “fall through the cracks” when churches break up
or members leave.
That is a sobering thought as we look at current
data. George Barna, www.barna.org, states in the article
“Twentysomethings Struggle to Find Their Place in
Christian Churches,” that an average of 75 churches
close each week. They close for financial reasons, loss of
members, poor leadership, shifting community
populations, new buildings, and doctrinal differences.
Most of these members will find another church family,
but what happens to those who can’t, due to
transportation, discouragement, health, or family issues?
When we move on, do we look back to make sure that
all members of the congregation are taken care of ?
Some of us just change churches. We look for different
doctrines, a better pastor, a new format, a bigger
building, or an easier commute, to name a few. Who
did you leave behind when you changed churches? Was
there someone there who depended on you?
How you treat your fellow man and brothers and
sisters in Christ is important to God. Read Matthew
25:34-46. Christ tells us in verse 40, “. . . Verily I say

unto you, Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the
least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” It
could determine our salvation. In verses 45 and 46 it is
written, “Then shall he answer them, saying, “Verily I
say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the
least of these, ye did it not to me. And these shall go
away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into
life eternal.”
James tells us: “Pure religion and undefiled before
God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and
widows in their affliction . . .” (James 1:27). A young
widow just expressed to me this week how difficult it
was for her when she lost her husband. They had
regularly attended a neighborhood church. The church
was there for her for the first few days after he died and
then no one ever called to check on her or followed up
to see why she wasn’t attending anymore.
Paul encourages us to stick with it. He knew that
helping others is a big job. “And let us not be weary in
well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint
not. As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good
unto all men, especially unto them who are of the
household of faith” (Galatians 6:9-10).
Who in your community or church family may have
fallen through the cracks? Turn around. Take a look.
Make a few calls. Does someone need you? Then call
them and see how you can help.

Do You Have a “Wooden Leg”?
Taken from a letter written by Ronald L. Dart
Years ago, Eric Berne’s book, Games People Play, included
some life-changing ideas. The book was very popular at
the time because it explained so many of the small
deceits we all use to get around one another and to
avoid the hard choices we all have to make.
The “game” that hit hardest was called Wooden Leg.
According to Berne, some of us use real or imagined
handicaps as an excuse for not producing. The
operative statement for us is, “Well, what do you
expect from a man with a wooden leg.” All you have to
do is change the phrase “wooden leg” to your own
personal excuse and you have the game down pat.
“What do you expect from a woman with a husband
like mine?” is the complaint from the unproductive
wife. A variant on the theme is, “Well, I would really

like to do that, and if it weren’t for the kids. . .” To
complete the circle, there is the woman who says she
would really like to try it, but she doesn’t have any
kids. Whatever your excuse is for not producing, it is
your “wooden leg.”
When you read something like that, always ask how
it fits with what you know about the Bible. Think about
this. As it happened, this fit far better than one might
think. I call it a life-changing idea, because when you get
through comparing it to the Scriptures, you have a
whole new idea about why God made us the way we are
and what he expects of us.
If you are less productive than you would like to
be, if you are frustrated or depressed, you might find
continued on page 4 . . .
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Remember Jesus? Do you recall the man who ate
with publicans and sinners? The man who was roundly
criticized by the people for which he associated? And do
you recall his reply? “Jesus answering said unto them,
They that are whole need not a physician; but they that
are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to
repentance” (Luke 5:30-32).
Ramon may not have come to that Scripture yet, but
when he does, it will probably confuse him. It shouldn’t.
He should be able to see that Jesus set an example and
not all Christians, perhaps very few Christians, follow it.
The problem the world faces when it encounters
Christianity is not the New Testament. It is the people
who claim the faith and then don’t live it. When the
human mind encounters conflicting authorities, one
would think it would set out to find which authority is
right, but that is not the usual response. The normal
response to conflicting authority is confusion, and the
world at large is confused about Christianity. The world
is confused because the Bible says one thing and
Christians say another.
Ramon’s letter suggests two very important things.
One is that Christians should stop bickering. Christianity
is not an argument. It is a way of life. Some people enjoy
religious arguments. The cut and thrust of argument is
great fun for many, and the “gotcha” of demonstrating
the failure of the other man’s argument can seem quite
satisfying. It wasn’t until one day the significance of
something Paul said became clear: “But foolish and
unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender
strifes. And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but
be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, In meekness
instructing those that oppose themselves; if God
peradventure will give them repentance to the
acknowledging of the truth; And that they may recover
themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken
captive by him at his will” (2 Timothy 2:23-26).
The servant of the Lord must not strive. Read that.
Don’t those words almost jump off the page? Are you
sitting around arguing with other Christians about what
this or that Scripture might mean? Are you striving over
words when the sick and dying world is out there?
These people don’t even know the life-saving
information that nearly every Christian knows.
An old friend used to say that if the devil can’t get at
you any other way he will waste your time. Too many

Christians are wasting time arguing with one another
when we could be taking the indisputable words of
Jesus to people who have never heard them.
It reminds us of a comment by the wizard in J.R.R.
Tolkien’s The Hobbit. He said to his little band that what
they needed was a warrior to take on the dragon (usually
a symbol of the devil). Unfortunately, he continued, all
the warriors were busy in other lands fighting one
another. And one wonders if all the energy expended by
Christians in arguing with one another were redirected
against the dragon, what difference could we make?
The second thing Ramon’s letter suggests was that if
we are to do any good in the world, we are going to
have to go as Jesus did to the sick and needy, and we are
going to have to go to them where they are. And where
they are is not in church.
One of the strongest statements Jesus ever made
about the difference between those who inherit the
Kingdom and those who don’t is found in the third
parable of Matthew 25:31-46. When the son of man
comes in all of his glory, he is going to separate men
into two groups like a shepherd would divide the sheep
from the goats. The defining difference in these two
groups had to do with the way they treated their fellow
man. “Come, you who are blessed by my Father;” he
said, “take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for
you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry
and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you
invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I
was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and
you came to visit me.”
It isn’t so much that we have to volunteer to work in
a soup kitchen, although that is a good and generous
thing to do. More important than that is how you
encounter the world at every turn of your life. The
Good Samaritan of Jesus’ parable did not encounter the
wounded man in a hospital but by the roadside. Think
about what Ramon said about the Christians in his
prison: “They don’t even acknowledge me.”
There is something truly ironic about men in prison
taking a holier-than-thou attitude toward another
convict. It is a parable of what happens every day
among those of us who have the blessing of our
freedom. Paul wrote to Titus concerning people just like
us. He told him to remind us to be subject to our local
governments, and to be ready for every good work. Not
continued on page 4 . . .
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only that, but he said Titus should put in mind, “To
speak evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle,
showing all meekness unto all men.”
Why? Because we are not better than they: “For we
ourselves also were sometimes foolish, disobedient,
deceived, serving divers lusts and pleasures, living in
malice and envy, hateful, and hating one another.”
What made the difference in our lives? Our own
goodness? Our own righteousness? Hardly! “But after
that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward
man appeared, Not by works of righteousness which
we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us,
by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the
Holy Ghost; Which he shed on us abundantly through
Jesus Christ our Saviour.”
And Paul finished his admonition to Titus by saying:
“This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that

Bible Reading Plan
The following is February’s Bible Reading Plan. We
hope you are enjoying this new systematic Bible reading
adventure.
Feb 1: Ex 7-9
Feb 2: Ex 10-12
Feb 3: Ex 13-15
Feb 4: Ex 16-18
Feb 5: Ex 19-21
Feb 6: Ex 22-24
Feb 7: Ex 25-27
Feb 8: Ex 28-29
Feb 9: Ex 30-32
Feb 10: Ex 33-35
Feb 11: Ex 36-38
Feb 12: Ex 39-40
Feb 13: Lev 1-4
Feb 14: Lev 5-7

Feb 15:
Feb 16:
Feb 17:
Feb 18:
Feb 19:
Feb 20:
Feb 21:
Feb 22:
Feb 23:
Feb 24:
Feb 25:
Feb 26:
Feb 27:
Feb 28:

Lev 8-10
Lev 11-13
Lev 14-15
Lev 16-18
Lev 19-21
Lev 22-23
Lev 24-25
Lev 26-27
Num 1-2
Num 3-4
Num 5-6
Num 7
Num 8-10
Num 11-13
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thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed
in God might be careful to maintain good works. These
things are good and profitable unto men” (Titus 3:1-8).
It may come as a surprise to you, but good works,
being a blessing in your community and among the
people you encounter, are some of the most powerful
tools of evangelism we will ever find.
After reading Ramon’s letter, a curious passage from
Ecclesiastes seemed to surface: “Better a poor but wise
youth than an old but foolish king who no longer knows
how to take warning. The youth may have come from
prison to the kingship, or he may have been born in
poverty within his kingdom” (Ecclesiastes 4:13-14).
One wonders. Are we able to take a warning from God?
Or would we brush it off because it came from prison?
Ronald L. Dart provides a thought-provoking
message titled, Doing Good, which expands these
principles. Order your FREE copy today. Call us at 1-888BIBLE-44 or return the card enclosed with this letter.
Do You Have a “Wooden Leg”?
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your answer in this presentation by Ronald L. Dart. We
would like to send you a FREE copy on a CD. I think
you may find the answer in this one hour presentation.
Just check the box on the enclosed card and return it in
the envelope provided. The CD is FREE of charge,
although your contribution will be a big help to us in
getting the Gospel to others.
I hope you are still enjoying the Born to Win radio
program on your favorite station. The “What is God
Doing” series is currently being broadcast. If you have
lost touch with the program, look at our updated Born
to Win website, www.borntowin.net, or call the office,
1-888-BIBLE-44, to find where Born to Win is airing.
Corrections: In the December Born to Win article, Division of Abijah,
“Zachariah” should read “Zacharias”. The angel appeared to Zacharias
not John. In the eighth paragraph Zacharias would have gone home
to his wife not John.
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That the man of God may be proficient and
equipped for every good work.

