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Why Is God Silent?
From Ronald L. Dart’s Program Notes
If ever there were a time when one would expect God
to thunder to a society, you=d expect him to do it now.
In the past several years, morals have drastically
declined in our nation.
President Abraham Lincoln was not ashamed of the
United States or God. In his Gettysburg address
Lincoln said, “. . . that this nation under God, shall
have a new birth of freedom, and that government of
the people, by the people, for the people, shall not
perish from the earth.” Unfortunately, this nation is no
longer under God. Pride and immorality have put “God
under this nation. . .” (Washington Times, November
10, 2014).
Another letter to the editor says in this same issue
of the Washington Times, “There is another large
group of human beings seeking amnesty to live a better
life, and more than 50 million of them have been
denied a pardon and eliminated in this country since
1973. These ‘unborn immigrants= are seeking passage
from the womb to the outside world, and some are
even terminated after they have partially crossed the
>border= into this world. Who knows with what gifts,
knowledge and love these unborn citizens would have
blessed this nation? Perhaps some were carrying with
them the ability to one day cure some of the horrible
disease that plagues our world. . .”
Can you think of a more horrible crime as killing
the fruit of our wombCsuch a precious gift from God
and made in his image? Never imagine that God has
not noticed. Never imagine that our nation will get
away with this.
So why is God silent to us? Oh, there are “would
be prophets” who claim they speak for God or they had
a vision or a dream from God. Those people are
mostly frauds and don’t speak in agreement with the
Bible. God has not sent them.
God isn=t coy nor shy. And he doesn’t care to
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repeat himself. Are
there times when
you wish you could
get a more direct
answer, or at least
you think you would
like to have one?
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Don’t Be Silent
David seems to
have felt that way more than once. David cried out to
God and said, “O unto You will I cry, O LORD my
rock; be not silent to me: lest, if You be silent to me, I
become like them that go down into the pit. Hear the
voice of my supplications, when I cry to you, when I
lift up my hands toward your holy oracle. Don’t draw
me away with the workers of iniquity, who speak
peace to their neighbors, but mischief is in their
hearts” (Psalm 28:1 3 NKJV).
David’s cry and thought about the workers of
continued on page 5 . . .

‘Tis the season to be giving...
Whether you go to Walmart, the mall, or virtually any
retail store, the Salvation Army is there at this time of
the year ringing bells to help poor children have toys
for Christmas. The Salvation Army does a good work.
But does God consider this your top priority to help a
needy child get toys for Christmas? Born to Win is
dedicated to getting the Gospel out as far and wide as
we can afford it. Giving to help get the Gospel out has
an eternal reward. We’re not in front of a store ringing
our bells, but whatever help you can give to keep the
Born to Win radio programs on the air preaching the
Gospel is greatly appreciated and has an eternal
reward.

The Division of Abijah
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By Daniel Botha
Amazingly, the New Testament does not start with the
birth of Jesus; it starts with the birth of John the Baptist.
That may be surprising; however, it is significant to us
in understanding the birth of Jesus.
We read Luke 1:5: “There was in the days of Herod,
the king of Judea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of
the division of Abijah.”
Thus begins Luke’s Gospel account. Zachariah was a
priest who served in the Temple in Jerusalem according
to the division of Abijah. Most Bible readers read over
the words, “division of Abijah,” without ever asking:
What does it mean? What is the division of Abijah and
what does this have to do with Jesus? Take a deep breath.
Settle yourself. This is going to be exciting!
Way back in the Old Testament, King David of Israel
set up a schedule as to when priests were to serve at the
tabernacle (later the Temple). We read in 1 Chronicles
24:3, “Then David with Zadok of the sons of Eleazar, and
Ahimelech of the sons of Ithamar, divided [the priests]
according to the schedule of their service.” In verse 10
we read: “. . .the seventh to Hakkoz, the eighth to Abijah.”
So, the division of Abijah was the eighth division.
To put it very simply: each division of priests was to
serve for one week according to its division (or “course”
as it is rendered in the King James Version), except for
the time of the festivals when all priests were to serve,
for the obvious reason that great multitudes would have
come to Jerusalem for the feasts so they needed all the
priests on hand.
From this information we can readily determine when
Zachariah was doing service in the Temple. The schedule
for the priests to serve started at the beginning of the
year according to the Hebrew calendar: the new moon
of March/April. Each division served for a week. Eight
weeks into the year brings us to May/June except that, if
you were familiar with the festivals (called Jewish
festivals today), you would know that the first festival is
celebrated in the first month (see Leviticus 23:5-8), when
all priests served. That would mean that Zacharias was
actually in the Temple in the ninth week of the year.
What happened to Zacharias when he served in the
Temple? Please read Luke 1:5-25 where you will find
that Gabriel, the angel of God, appeared to John and
told him that he and his wife, Elizabeth, would have a
child, a boy, whom they were to call John. This was the
one who became John the Baptist, a very important person

in the New Testament.
One would assume that John would have gone home
to his wife at the end of the ninth week; however, that
was the week of the Feast of Weeks (see Leviticus 23:1516), also called the Feast of Firstfruits (or Pentecost in
the New Testament) when all priests were again to serve
in the Temple. So John would have gone home after
Pentecost, mid to late June. That is when John would
have been conceived. Why is this important and what
has it got to do with Jesus? Notice Luke 1:26: “Now in
the sixth month . . .”
The sixth month of what? What was it talking about?
It was talking about Elizabeth getting pregnant with John.
It was talking about the sixth month of Elizabeth’s
pregnancy. Continue Luke 1:26-33: “Now in the sixth
month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of
Galilee named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man
whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The
virgin’s name was Mary. And having come in, the angel
said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is
with you; blessed are you among women!” But when
she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and
considered what manner of greeting this was. Then the
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His
name JESUS. He will be great, and will be called the Son
of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne
of His father David. And He will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.”
What can we conclude from all this? The simple
conclusion is that John the Baptist was six months
older that Jesus, and, yes, by this we can find out when
Jesus was born!
If John was conceived late June, when was he born?
Nine months later: March/April the next year. When
was Jesus born? Easy: six months later: September/
October. Q.E.D.—as we used to write at the end
mathematical theorems in high school, from the Latin:
quod erat demonstrandum— or quite easily done!
Yes, that is how easily we can prove when Jesus was
born. From the clear information given to us in the
Gospel according to Luke, Jesus was born September/
October. He certainly was not born in December, the
middle of winter, or on the pagan Saturnalia, which
was celebrated December 25 on the Roman calendar.
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Let the Prophets Speak
Taken from Ronald L. Dart’s Notes
What if God sent a prophet today, to stand on the
courthouse steps and preach to us like Jeremiah did to the
ancient Israelites? What would his message be? After all,
God doesn’t usually send a prophet to tell us how well
we’re doing. So when the time comes that a prophet
shows up and speaks, it’s time for us to sit up and take
notice. You will know that God is not happy with
something.
But what might he say? Would it be: “Thus saith the
Lord, the Almighty, the Creator of heaven and earth, who
gave you this good land. You have become staggeringly
rich. There has never been a nation as rich as you are and
yet you never ask, ‘Where does all of this come from?’
You never ask ‘Why do we have all this while the rest of
the world goes hungry?’ Do you remember long ago,
what I said to a people just like you?”
“I said, ‘It would come to pass that if you would listen
to me carefully and observe all my Commandments that the

Lord your God would set you on high above all the nations
of the Earth.’ I said that these blessings would come on
you, if you would just listen to the Lord your God. I said I
would establish you as a special people to myself, a people
apart, if you would keep my Commandments and walk in
my way.”
But what if we fail to keep God’s Commandments and
walk in his way? You need this CD, Let the Prophets
Speak to show you the cracks in the wall and signs that
are already showing up in our society that our nation
could fall sooner than you might think. God gives a little
insight in the Book of Hosea as to why this will happen.
Call 1-888-BIBLE-44, email us at adm@borntowin.net,
or check and return the card to get your FREE copy.

The Apocalypse Exposed
By Daniel Botha
If ever a word was found that denoted the expectation of
an imminent cosmic cataclysm, it is the word: apocalypse.
It has been used as the title for books and movies, articles
and sermons, always to achieve the same effect: disaster,
destruction, disease and death. However, that is not what
the word means. Apocalypse is derived from the Greek
word: apokalypsis which simply means revelation,
revealing, opening up!
So, when we find the last book of the New Testament
entitled Revelation—that is what the word apocalypse
means. It is the book, not of disaster, chaos or confusion;
it is the book of revealing: the Book of Revelation. Unlike
the Book of Daniel, in the Old Testament, where Daniel
was told, “Go your way, Daniel, for the words are closed
up and sealed till the time of the end” (Daniel 12:9), the
Book of Revelation is not a sealed book. Even when, in
Revelation 5:1, we find a scroll with “seven seals,” those
seals are opened. Jesus opens the seals, one by one, to
reveal what is to happen. Revelation is a book of
revealing!

However, there are a few simple, yet significant, steps
in understanding this seemingly mysterious book:
Read the book as it is written
We find a serious warning at the end of the Book of
Revelation:
Revelation 22:18-19: “For I testify to everyone who
hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone
adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that
are written in this book; and if anyone takes away from
the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take
away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city,
and from the things which are written in this book.
The warning to us is clear: Do not add any words to
the book, nor take any words away from the book. Read
it as it was written. Obviously, most of us will be reading
the book in English (or whatever your language is) so we
need to read a translation of it, not a paraphrase. A
translation like the old King James
continued on page 4 . . .
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The Apocalypse Exposed
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Version or the New King James Version is excellent. In
those translations, whenever an English word was added
in order to correct the sentence structure, the word is
typed in italics. That way you know that it was added by
the translators without changing the intended meaning of
the book. Use a translation, not a transliteration like the
Good News Bible. Even the New International Version
should be cross-referenced with the King James which is
more accurate.
Read Revelation in the context of the rest of the
Bible
The Book of Revelation cannot be read in isolation. It
was given as the last book of the Bible, and, as you go
through it, you will see how it continually refers back to
the rest of the Bible. E. W. Bullinger makes the following
interesting comment:
“In Matthew (the Hebrew gospel) are some 92
quotations from and references to the O.T. [Old
Testament]. In Hebrews there are 102. In Revelation are
found no fewer than 285” (Bullinger, The Companion
Bible. Appendix 197, p. 216).
The Book of Revelation refers to the Old Testament
an astounding 285 times! Unfortunately it has become out
of fashion to read the Bible, or to read the Old Testament
as a backdrop to the New. It has become the norm in far
too many churches and in religious literature to quote a
few verses from the Bible and try to build sermons,
articles, and books around those few verses. You cannot
do that with the Book of Revelation. You have to be
willing to read every word of every chapter, and you have
to be willing to go back to those places in the Bible
referred to by Revelation. If you do that, this book
becomes truly exciting.
You need some understanding of history
To say that many, today, are somewhat ignorant of
history, especially the history of the Middle East and
Europe, is to put it mildly. The Book of Revelation was
given to the Apostle John at the time of the Roman
Empire. That is its starting point. One needs to know
something of what happened in the world from the time of
the Roman Empire to our present day. Fortunately that is
not very difficult to do if you use as guidance the
revelation to John.

And remember not to add your own interpretation to
this book
This is a reiteration of the first point, but vital in
understanding Revelation. Virtually every mistake ever
made in understanding the Book of Revelation has come
from people inserting their own ideas or thoughts into this
book. As soon as one says, “I think it means. . .” that is
what you think. That is not what the book says.
The Book of Revelation is not only a book of
prophecy; it is far more than that. It is also not just a book
for the “end-time” as most tend to view the book. It was
given as a book for all time and it has been that since it
was given to the Apostle John in about AD 90. It was a
message for the servants of God at that time, the time of
the Roman Empire. It applied to the people of God who
lived in the Middle Ages, to those who lived at the time of
the Renaissance and the time of the invention of the
printing press. It applied to those who saw the wars of
Napoleon and Hitler, and it applies to the servants of God
today. At this time, when many have religious freedom,
enjoy health, wealth, and happiness, this book still
applies, and it deals with our future and the future of our
peoples. It is time to start reading this book slowly,
carefully, verse by verse, and see what it says to you!

Born to Win is especially grateful for the generous
donation made in memory of William Jay Guin, of
Cottondale, Alabama who passed November 5, 2014
and was buried in Tuscaloosa, Alabama. Mr. Guin is
survived by his loving wife of 36 years, Jo King Guin,
son Jeremy King Guin, His grandson, Sawyer Lee
Guin, his mother, Earline Breland, and two brothers,
Phillip Guin (Janet) and Richard Guin; in-laws, Rufus
and Debbie King, Dennis King, Rodney King, and
Tonya Perry Heath and numerous other family and
friends. Jay was a wonderful, caring man, who will be
greatly missed.
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iniquity, who speak peace to their neighbors, but
mischief is in their heart is understandable. Often
Christian folk tend to be naive and trusting and we trust
people without giving a lot of thought to whether we
ought to trust them or not. People who speak peace,
often as not, don’t mean what they say. So what should
you do? Well that’s simple, pay more attention to
what they do than what they say.
David went on to pray, “Give them according to
their deeds, and according to the wickedness of their
endeavors: give them after the work of their hands;
render to them their desert.” In other words, what they
deserve. Why? “Because they regard not the works of
the LORD, nor the operation of His hands, He shall
destroy them, and not build them up” (Psalm 28:4-5
NKJV). Always hopeful, David ended his psalm on an
upbeat note, “Bless the LORD, because He has heard
the voice of my supplications. The LORD is my strength
and my shield; my heart trusted in Him, and I am
helped: therefore my heart greatly rejoices; and with
my song will I praise Him. The LORD is their strength,
and He is the saving strength of His anointed. Save
your people, and bless your inheritance: feed them and
lift them up forever” (Psalm 28:6-9 NKJV, KJV).
Long Period of God’s Silence
We seem to be living in the long period of God’s
silence. Why do you think that might be? And what
might he say to us if he decided not to keep silent?
Actually, that second question should give us pause,
when we ask God not to be silent, we ought to think
“Wait, wait, wait, do I really want to hear what God
has to say?”
David and other Kings of Israel recognized
reputable prophets to speak for God. The Bible was
being written in their day, and so they needed that kind
of thing. Does it seem odd to you that God never spoke
to David, a man after God’s own heart, personally
(Acts 13:22)? God spoke to David through a prophet at
all times. And when God did speak, David might have
wished he hadn’t, because God doesn’t see any need to
speak to us when we are doing well. When we are
doing well, perhaps God just looks at us and says,
“You’re doing what you’re supposed to do.” Our task
is, just to keep on, keeping on.
Another thing they did not have was a

comprehensive Bible as we all have today. If we call
out to God, like David did, “Why are you silent to us?”
God is apt to reply, “Well, I=ve already spoken to you,
read the Bible!”
Lazarus and the Rich Man
One of Jesus’ parables about Lazarus and the rich man
comes to mind. He said, “There was a certain rich man
who was clothed in purple and fine linen and fared
sumptuously every day. But there was a certain beggar
named Lazarus, full of sores, who was laid at his gate,
desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell from the
rich man’s table. Moreover the dogs came and licked
his sores. So it was that the beggar died, and was
carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich
man also died and was buried.” This was something
that the Pharisees believed, so Jesus used it to make
his point.
They sat where they could see each other across
this gulf and the rich man called out to Abraham and
said, “Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that
you would send him to my father’s house, for I have
five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also
come to this place of torment.’ Abraham said to him,
‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear
them.’”
What an incredible statement Abraham made. He
said, “Send him to my brothers, send somebody back
from the dead to talk to them.” Abraham said, “They
have Moses and the prophets. They have the Written
Law let them hear that.” He said, “O no, father
Abraham, if somebody went to them from the dead,
they will repent” (Luke 16:19 30 NKJV).
Abraham’s reply in this parable is just devastating.
He said, “If they will not hear Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be persuaded though one rose from
the dead.”
We should take from this parable a simple truth.
God has already spoken to us and if we won’t listen to
the written testimony, speaking to us, walking into our
bedroom, appearing in an apparition above our bed, or
in our closet or wherever it may be, is pointless. If you
don’t listen then you won’t listen.
Testimony of Jesus
We who live in this generation have even a more sure
testimony than anything they had until Jesus came on
continued on page 6 . . .
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the scene. The writer of Hebrews starts out his book by
saying, “In the past, God spoke to our forefathers through
the prophets, at many times in various ways, But in these
last days, He has spoken to us by His Son, whom He has
appointed heir of all things and through whom He made
the universe” (Hebrews 1:1,2 NKJV).
So we not only have Moses and the prophets, we
have the words of Jesus recorded by Matthew, Mark,
Luke and John. Frankly, if a person won’t listen to
Jesus, why would we think that if God should speak to
us that we would listen to him? Actually, the testimony
of the Bible is, we wouldn’t!
Testimony of Peter
Peter had something to say about this. “For we have
not followed cunningly devised fables when we made
known unto you the power and coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty.
For He received from God the Father honor and glory
when there came such a voice to Him from the
Excellent Glory: ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom I
am well pleased.’ And this voice, which came from
Heaven, we heard when we were with Him on the holy
mount. We have also a more sure word of prophecy,
unto which ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light
that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn and the
day star arise in your hearts,” (2 Peter 1:16-19).
This testimony to the people to whom Peter was
writing had not heard the voice that Peter heard. He
was testifying to them, it was good if they believed, but
if they didn’t believe Peter’s testimony, there was no
point in having Jesus appear to them.
Famine of the Word
Amos, an Old Testament prophet, warned us about one
aspect of a famine of the Word coming. . . He said,
“
Behold, the days come, saith the Lord GOD, that I will
send a famine in the land, not a famine of bread, nor a
thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD:
And they shall wander from sea to sea, and from the
north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek
the word of the LORD, and shall not find it” (Amos
8:11-12).
What people are looking for is a more current
message from God than the Bible, something that is
explicitly for us today—a current message from God to

our world today and God isn’t talking. Why should he?
You need to understand well why God is keeping
silent. Yes, there is a reason, and you need to know. So
order this message todayCa FREE CD of Why is God
Silent? Return the card, or call 1-888-BIBLE-44 to get
your FREE CD to hear and share with others. Never
before have you needed to understand this point more
than now.
In addition to hearing this message, join those of us
at Born to Win in reading the Word of God daily in
chronological order throughout 2015. The reading plan
for January is included below. This plan is used by
permission of Back to the Bible, Lincoln, NE 685073123. You can also find the plan online at
www.backtothebible.org/reading-guide. We will
include the next month’s reading plan in each Born to
Win newsletter.
January 16: Genesis 12-15
January 1: Genesis 1-3 January 17: Genesis 16-18
January 2: Genesis 4-7 January 18: Genesis 19-21
January 3: Genesis 8-11 January 19: Genesis 22-24
January 20: Genesis 25-26
January 4: Job 1-5
January 21: Genesis 27-29
January 5: Job 6-9
January 22: Genesis 30-31
January 6: Job 10-13
January 23: Genesis 32-34
January 7: Job 14-16
January 24: Genesis 35-37
January 8: Job 17-20
January 25: Genesis 38-40
January 9: Job 21-23
January 26: Genesis 41-42
January 10: Job 24-28
January 27: Genesis 43-45
January 11: Job 29-31
January 28: Genesis 46-47
January 12: Job 32-34
January 29: Genesis 48-50
January 13: Job 35-37
January 30: Exodus 1-3
January 14: Job 38-39
January 31: Exodus 4-6
January 15: Job 40-42
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