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A Day of Thanksgiving
From Ronald L. Dart’s Program Notes
As we approach Thanksgiving Day we look forward to
family and friends, good food, and good football. This
might be a good time to ask, not only why we do this,
but why we are able to do it. How is it that we have so
much to be thankful for as a people? It is all too easy to
gripe and complain, but we really have it pretty good
over all. Why is this? We’ve been the richest country
ever, while other nations with great resources stumble
around in the dark.
Here are a couple of things to consider. In 1789,
President George Washington actually instituted a
single day of thanksgiving. This is what he had to say
in 1789: “Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to
acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey
his will, to be grateful for his benefits, and humbly to
implore his protection and favor—and whereas both
Houses of Congress have by their joint Committee
requested me to recommend to the People of the United
States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be
observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the
many signal favors of Almighty God especially by
affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a
form of government for their safety and happiness.”
That’s just the beginning of this striking document,
and one wonders at the reference of Almighty God to a
day, not merely of thanksgiving and prayer, but of
public thanksgiving and prayer acknowledging with
grateful hearts the many and signal favors of Almighty
God.
Looking back from the 21st century, it’s an
astonishing document. But there was no ACLU in 1789,
and the founders of this country knew, and knew well,
that there is a God in heaven who should and must be
acknowledged.
Now consider the obverse. It’s a letter written by
the Apostle Paul to the Christians in Rome late in the
first century. “For the wrath of God is revealed from
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their foolish heart was darkened” (Romans 1:18-21).
Did you notice the elements of this? They knew God,
they did not glorify him as God, and they were not
thankful. These preconditions led directly to this
result: “they became vain in their imaginations and
their foolish heart was darkened.” That phrase should
make your blood run cold.
Here’s an example of precisely what this meant and
how it worked. There was a famous king in the Bible
continued on page 3 . . .

Show Your Thankfulness. . .
Never has a people or a nation been so blessed as
we in the United States of America. For years,
decades, even centuries, we have lived as free
people. We have enjoyed the fruits of our labor,
good health, wealth beyond measure, been blessed
with children and grandchildren, by and large a lack
of the diseases of Egypt, and the list goes on and on.
Giving to God is an acknowledgement and
confession with gladness the mercies God has
bestowed upon us. Will you allow this to be taken
from you because you have not shown your gratitude
to the God who blessed you with these things? Don=t
forget to say >thank you@ to God this Thanksgiving.
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Shocked By the Bible
By Allie Dart
Unfortunately, so much of the stunning information
between Genesis and Revelation has morphed into
misinformation and confusion. The truth of the Bible has
truly been lost by most religious people.
How often have you thought that we’re the only ones
out there who understand that Jesus was not born on
December 25th and that he was not crucified on Friday,
but Wednesday? I’ve got good news for you, Joe
Kovacs understands. He wrote the book, Shocked by the
Bible, that will thrill, entertain, and enlighten you. And it
will reinforce your belief system.
He says, “Easter has disappeared from today’s
Bible, hopping right off the pages of the New Testament.
It has been virtually impossible to find in the four
hundred years since the King James Bible made its
debut in 1611.”
Probably, at the last funeral you attended, the minister
told you the deceased was up in heaven looking in
Jesus’ face. Have you wondered if there is anyone else
that teaches that we don’t go to heaven when we die?
Mr. Kovacs explains the truth in his book, Shocked By
the Bible. He says, “It’s time to put away the fables and
get back to the facts.”
I found Mr. Kovacs’ book easy to read and
understand. Frankly, I don’t think I found anything I
disagreed with. This book is not about religion or
anyone’s faith. It’s about the Bible. Mr. Kovacs is a
Christian journalist whose focus is to educate about

what the Bible really says.
This easy-to-read book, sets straight misconceptions
and long-held assumptions that make all the difference
in clearly understanding what the Holy Book says.
Shocked By the Bible is a well-researched and often
humorous book. The writer’s intent is to show his
readers a whole new way of reading the Bible. It will
lead you to a deeper reverence for the truth of the
Scriptures. Many subjects that we have always felt only
we believe and truly understand this way, are simply
covered in this book.
It’s a good, easy read, and I recommend it. It is
complementary to what Born to Win and Ron Dart
teach. You don’t have to argue religion with anyone.
This book will make it simple and easy to understand.
Another bonus is that it will make a good gift for
friends and relatives who need an introduction to the
truths of the Bible. Born to Win stocks Shocked By the
Bible and it can be purchased for $23 per hardback
copy. Call us today at 1-888-BIBLE-44 to order your
copy, or check the enclosed card and return it. You can
also purchase it from Amazon and support our ministry
by going to our website, www.borntowin.net. Click on
the ‘Support Born to Win’ tab and then scroll down the
page until you see ‘AmazonSmile’ and follow the
instructions there. After you sign up for AmazonSmile
most of your Amazon purchases will benefit our
ministry.

What a Wonderful Feast it Was!
The Born to Win/CEM 2014 Feast of Tabernacles was
held right here in Whitehouse, Texas at the Green Acres
Baptist Church Retreat on Lake Tyler. The worship
Service was held in the Lodge which has a lovely view
of Lake Tyler.
Opportunities for fellowship were everywhere.
Many of the attendees stayed on the retreat property. We
were able to eat breakfast and lunch together as well as
walk on the property and just visit. We also had so many
opportunities for service and so many helped. You can
really get to know someone while setting up a breakfast
bar, making salads, serving food or flipping burgers and
hotdogs.
It seems everyone pitched in when they were needed.
We had musicians sharing their talents. A couple of extra

song leaders were available when we needed them. Our
visitors from Kenya shared gifts with families and
children and also cooked some of their native food for
us. As brethren saw a need they filled it. It rained a few
days at the Feast and one of our members took his
umbrella to help people stay dry on their walk into the
Lodge. On one day our sound and camera technician did
not show up so a couple of guys saw the need and
worked together to make sure that day’s message was
recorded and live streamed. It was truly a blessed and
spirit filled Feast. Thanks to all of the attendees,
volunteers, song leaders, teachers, speakers and the
Green Acres Baptist Church team. God is good all the
time! He provided for us. We have been able to reserve
this retreat for the 2015 Feast of Tabernacles.
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named Nebuchadnezzar. He took Jerusalem captive,
and took Daniel, Ezekiel, and all the children of Israel
captive into Babylon. It comes as a little bit of a
surprise that this man, Nebuchadnezzar, wrote one of
the chapters in the Bible. It is the fourth chapter of the
Book of Daniel.
In Daniel 4, Nebuchadnezzar writes, “I saw a
dream which made me afraid, and the thoughts upon my
bed and the visions of my head troubled me. Therefore
made I a decree to bring in all the wise men of
Babylon before me, that they might make known unto
me the interpretation of the dream.” They paraded in
the magicians, the astrologers, the Chaldeans, the
soothsayers, and Nebuchadnezzar told them the dream,
but not one of them would give him an interpretation of
the dream. Either they didn’t know, or they were afraid
to say what it suggested to them. “But at the last Daniel
came in before me.”
At this stage, this fellow is still a rank pagan. He
believes that Daniel’s God is the high God, but he’s a
long way from accepting him as the only God. To him,
Daniel is a master magician. Daniel’s God simply
outranks the other gods in his mind.
Nebuchadnezzar continued, “I saw in the visions of
my head upon my bed, and, behold, a watcher and an
holy one came down from heaven; He cried aloud, and
said thus, Hew down the tree, and cut off his branches,
shake off his leaves, and scatter his fruit: let the beasts
get away from under it, and the fowls from his
branches: This dream I king Nebuchadnezzar have
seen. Now thou, O Belteshazzar, declare the
interpretation thereof. . . for the spirit of the holy gods
is in thee.”
Daniel was stunned and he sat and stared into space
for an hour. His thoughts troubled him. Daniel must
have seen immediately what this meant and it put him
in shock, because it meant that the entire world was
going to be turned upside down for seven years. The
leadership would be gone, and the attendant
consequences would follow.
You must come to understand, God’s in charge. He
puts man up and takes man down, and he places over
the kingdoms of the earth even the basest of men. What
Daniel said is truly fascinating, since it was written by
Nebuchadnezzar and included by Daniel. He said,
“Wherefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable unto

thee, and break off thy sins by righteousness, and thine
iniquities by showing mercy to the poor; if it may be a
lengthening of thy tranquillity” (Daniel 4:27). It’s
fascinating that it was a call to repentance and the
repentance was not merely a state of mind. It required
acts of righteousness and active mercy to the poor.
These things were required of this man for the
lengthening of his peace.
The fundamental values of the faith are found
throughout the Bible. In the teachings of Jesus, when he
called the sheep and the goats before him, he blessed
the sheep and said, “Come, ye blessed of my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world: For I was an hungered, and ye
gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I
was a stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, and ye
clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in
prison, and ye came unto me. Then shall the righteous
answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an
hungered, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink?
When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or
naked, and clothed thee? Or when saw we thee sick, or
in prison, and came unto thee? And the King shall
answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you,
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me” (Matthew
25:34-40).
Those words of righteousness resulted in these
words of the King, “Come, ye blessed of my Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world.” These good works that were
imposed on, or asked of, Nebuchadnezzar are part of
the Christian faith. Paul once said, “And when James,
Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived
the grace that was given unto me, they gave to me and
Barnabas the right hands of fellowship; that we should
go unto the heathen” (Galatians 2:9). They just had this
one qualification: “Only they would that we should
remember the poor; the same which I also was forward
to do.”
Nebuchadnezzar learned the lesson. He learned
who was in charge and he praised and honored God.
Concluding his testimony, he said this, “Now I
Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King
of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways
judgment: and those that walk in pride he is able to
abase” (Daniel 4:37).
continued on page 4 . . .
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Thinking back to George Washington, Abraham
Lincoln, and other presidents who, year by year,
proclaimed this a day for thanksgiving. All this time,
there has been recognition that the Most High rules the
kingdom of men and gives it to whomever he will. We
can be thankful for the men in the earliest days of this
country who, whatever their foibles and failings,
recognized the Most High God and declared that this
country would give thanks to him for what he had done
for us.
This is something to keep in mind on Thanksgiving
Day this year. Be very thankful that we have leaders
who also were thankful to God for this great land of
ours. We could have been led by arrogant, prideful
men who did not glory God and whose foolish hearts
were darkened. You need to order this FREE CD, A Day
of Thanksgiving, and listen carefully to it because
there are some evil days ahead. What will we use as a
shield against the evil to come? It is so simple—
glorify God and be thankful. Simply, Thanksgiving
makes all the difference.

We are deeply saddened to announce the death of
Shirley Armstrong, 79, the widow of Garner Ted
Armstrong, who passed Wednesday, October 17,
2014 at her home in Bullard, TX. Her family was
at her side at the end. Shirley had been ill for some
time. She was a fun-loving fine Christian example
we all loved and will greatly miss. David Antion
officiated at her funeral in Gladewater and family
members gave loving remarks about Shirl’s life.
Among other family members, she was survived
by her three sons, Mark, David, Matthew, several
grandchildren, and her sister Mollie Antion. She
was buried next to her husband, Garner Ted
Armstrong who preceded her in death. Born to
Win is grateful for the generous donation
made in her memory.

Just a Quick Note
We are preparing to use Facebook and other forms of
social media to post small articles from Ron Dart and
friends of Born to Win on our website. If you have a
gift for writing and would like to share it, please send
an email to adm@borntowin.net or call the office at
1-888-BIBLE-44 and ask for the Editorial Department.

A New Name, A New Look
Welcome to the redesigned newsletter for Born to
Win and Christian Educational Ministries! We are
striving for a brighter, easier to read and meatier
newsletter that reflects the bright future we know
we have because our Lord and Savior is returning.
We bring you this new, updated look to ensure our
newsletter has the same focus and is in step with
our radio and internet ministry, Born to Win. This
newsletter is available via mail or e-mail.
Whether you’re at home opening your mail or
checking e-mail, we want you to love the new
look. Apart from the change in the appearance of
our newsletter, we remain just as committed as
ever to bringing you the quality messages from
Ronald L. Dart and friends of Born to Win. We
value your opinion so call or write and give us
your feedback on the fresh, new look.

Born to Win
is the media ministry arm of
Christian Educational Ministries
PO Box 560 • Whitehouse, Texas 75791
phone: 1-888-BIBLE-44
fax: 903-839-9311
e-mail: adm@borntowin.net
website: www.borntowin.net
That the man of God may be proficient and
equipped for every good work.

