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international Born to Win ministries. He has authored several books
including: The Lonely God, The Thread: God’s Appointments With History,
Law & Covenant, and an ongoing series of Reflections on the Psalms. He
is an ordained minister and has spent years teaching Bible and Public
Speaking at the college and university level.

Why Do You Believe
What You Believe?

Born in Harrison, Arkansas, in 1934, he has been married to his
childhood sweetheart, Allie, for more than 62 years. This avid reader
spent four years in the Navy, seven years living in England, and has
been around the world three times. Ron’s diverse interests are flying,
fishing, hunting, sailing, science fiction, amateur radio, and travel. These
interests, plus a keen sense of humor, find their way into his rare, personal
style on the air.
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Ministries (CEM). CEM was founded in November of 1995 as an
independent, non-denominational ministry here to serve the public,
individual Christians of every stripe, and community-based churches
in every tradition.
To this end, we teach the Bible with a goal of helping people make
their own lives work while they are a positive influence and blessing to
those around them.
The Born to Win radio program first aired on January 4, 1996. Mr.
Dart has recorded over 800 radio programs, written 11 books, and a
vast array of articles and essays.
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By Ronald L. Dart

Where did you get your beliefs?
Can you remember your first ideas about God, or how old you were when
you first became aware of the existence of God? Maybe you remember
praying as a child. Do you recall who or what you were praying to?
Probably from the very earliest times, you thought of God in some way
as a father—this in spite of the child’s prayer that begins, “Now I lay me
down to sleep; I pray the Lord my soul to keep.” We start out with some
benevolent “Lord” who is somewhere else, but has the power to “keep”
our soul—whatever that is. The child’s prayer goes on with a cheerful
thought: “If I should die before I wake, I pray the Lord my soul to take.”
I wonder who thought that one up?
If you are like most people, somewhere along the way you began to
develop a simple child’s theology. God was all powerful. God was
everywhere. God knows what you are doing and thinking. God will
punish you if you do wrong (which you do most of the time). God will
reward you if you do good. God judges you on some scale of good and evil,
and perhaps you can offset some bad things you do with some good things.
And, of course, God does not like it if you have a good time.
It is an interesting exercise to sit down with a pad and pencil and
sketch out what you can recall of your very earliest beliefs about God and
religion. Chances are, you will be able to recall generalities about your
early beliefs, but very little about how you came to them.
Even though you will remember few specifics about your early beliefs,
it is no mystery where you got them. You heard things. You asked
questions. You got answers or non-answers, and you began, as naturally
as you breathe, to sort and compare all the things you heard and to form
them into your own belief system.

Who is

?

The Born to Win broadcast is an arm of Christian Educational
Ministries. It is a non-profit, 501(c)(3), non-denominational
organization that provides educational materials and services for
individuals and churches. Look for us at www.borntowin.net, and
Born to Win on Facebook, LiveStream, and YouTube.

Is

a Church?
We are a service ministry that works in a cooperative manner with
churches. Our goal is to make the job of community churches easier
and more effective by providing educational materials and services.
We live-stream a worship service each Sabbath (Saturday at 2 p.m.).
If you would like more information go to our website.

How is

Financed?

Christian Educational Ministries is supported by tithes and offerings.
These come from dedicated people and community churches. We
are most grateful to those who make possible educational materials
for our youth, churches, and those who strive to improve their walk
with God. Born to Win, our outreach radio ministry, is also supported
by their generous contributions. Christian Educational Ministries is
a 501(c)(3) organization. Your donations are tax-exempt.

What is the

Mission?

Tradition or reflection?
To share the Gospel with the world, and to make disciples for
Jesus Christ.
• To teach those disciples of Jesus all he commanded as stated in
Matthew 28:19-20.
• To share with this generation the words of the prophets and how
they apply today.
• To teach the next generation to carry on our mission.
•

Most of us come of age with a set of beliefs which we have never critically
examined. They may reflect the religion of our parents, or they may be a
reaction against that religion. Rarely are they the result of study and
reflection. Imagine the difficulty then, when something comes along that
conflicts with those beliefs. Take heaven and hell, for example. If you are
like me, you grew up believing that bad people go to hell when they die
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that some of what you believe is suspect. How can you tell the difference?
A fresh, open-minded reading of the Bible can make all the difference.
If you are out of touch with your Bible, a good place to start is with
two New Testament Books: Matthew and John. Read through them
carefully—as you think a non-Christian might read them. For a person
with no faith and no knowledge of God, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John
are witnesses of the work of a man named Jesus who came to tell us about
God. The testimony of these men is the ground of all Christian faith.
If you have questions or if we can help you in your study, don’t hesitate
to get in touch. You may want to begin your journey with a FREE study
titled, Why Study the Bible?, or CDs and other studies on topics of interest
to you right now. Let us know what you need and we will see how we can
help. Call us at 1-888-BIBLE-44 or 903-839-9300, send an email to
adm@borntowin.net or go to the web, www.borntowin.net.

“God be merciful to me
uk
e 18:12)
me,, a sinner
sinner”” (L
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Do you accept Jesus Christ as your personal Savior? What does it
mean for him to be your personal Savior? Paul put it this way: “I am
crucified with Christ: nevertheless, I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth
in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me” (Galatians
1:20). Later he wrote, “O wretched man that I am! Who shall deliver
me from the body of this death? I thank God through Jesus Christ our
Lord” (Romans 7:24).
Salvation is not an impersonal “religious” word. It is a very real,
ongoing, personal work of Jesus Christ. How could anything be more
personal than Christ in us?
If you have been baptized, you already know that the battle is not
over. But you also know that through Christ you have the strength
you need to overcome sin. For you, the challenge is to know and
respond to Christ in you.
If you have not been baptized, then you must know that the road
to salvation passes through the waters of baptism. Have you repented
of your sins? Are you ready to accept Jesus Christ as your personal
Savior? If you would like to discuss baptism, please write or call and
let us know if we can help.
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and good people go to heaven. I know precisely where I got that belief. I
got it from the Baptist Church on East Walters Street in Harrison,
Arkansas. It was reinforced in a Pentecostal brush arbor meeting on a dirt
road somewhere south of town.
I was much too young at the time to be swayed by theological
arguments and lengthy expositions of Holy Writ—even if they had been
offered. They were not. But when the preacher got up there and talked in
the most graphic terms about burning forever, he scared me to death. I
had burned myself once or twice, and it hurt like hell—I mean, it hurt like
hell is supposed to hurt.
The idea of burning all over took root in my vivid imagination, and
persuaded me that I wanted to be baptized because baptized people didn’t
go to hell—at least according to the preacher. So I walked down the aisle,
“gave my hand to the preacher and my heart to the Lord,” and got
baptized. I was nine years old.
Funny thing about it is that I don’t think my belief in hell (or my
baptism) changed the way I lived one whit—and there’s the rub. Our
inherited belief systems grew up with us, and along the way they were
adjusted to suit our way of life. I believed that bad people went to hell, but
I was not a bad person, so why worry.

What will you do in heaven?
And then there is heaven. I don’t think the preachers have thought this
one through. Ask them what we are going to do in heaven and they will
tell you that we will walk on streets of gold, dine on milk and honey, play
harps, and look into the Master’s face.
Heaven seems mostly in what is not there. There will be no more
sorrow, no more tears, no more pain. And since the interesting people
have all gone to hell, there won’t be much scintillating conversation
either. Mind you, I am talking about what we hear about heaven from a
lot of preachers. I fear that I grew up thinking that heaven would be
boring. I suspect the preachers had the same thought, because their best
shot at getting me in church was fear of hell. They played that card nearly
every Sunday.
As long as we stay out of the Bible and our lives seem to work, we can
go on for years believing what we believe. But when things start going
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bad, or when we stick our noses into the Bible—which often happens at
the same time—we may have some surprises in store.
Consider the dilemma presented by the funeral of an “unchurched”
loved one. If you are the preacher at a time like this, what do you say? Do
you acknowledge, right in front of his survivors, that even as we speak, poor
old Uncle Bill is roasting in hell? As a minister, you are expected to give
comfort to the family at a funeral, and it is not especially comforting to
visualize the old boy in some version of Dante’s Inferno. (I was fascinated
by the picture that showed feet sticking up out of steaming holes in the
ground).
The fact is that many in Uncle Bill’s “Christian” family believe that
when he breathed his last, his next moment of consciousness found him
in the presence of the great archdemon himself being assigned to his own
special torment—forever.
And forever is a long time. Preachers are fond of thinking up new
ways of expressing how long eternity will last. My favorite was the story
about the mountain of granite one mile high and one mile in diameter at
the base. Only once a year, the story goes, a tiny sparrow flies to the peak
of the mountain and proceeds to sharpen his beak. When the sparrow
has finally worn down that mountain to a pebble you can hold in your
hand, one day of eternity will have passed. At least that is what I heard in
some tent camp revival meeting.
My problem came when I reflected on my own Uncle Bill, and Fred,
and Luther, and Leonard (we usually assume that aunts are saintly). As
far as I know, none of them were members of any church—they surely
weren’t active. They were known to take a drink from time to time, and
their vocabulary was adequate for almost any frustration known to man.
Yet they were generous, good hearted, harmless, kind men. Maybe they
deserved a day in hell for their sins. Maybe even a month.

What will you do in hell?
But the idea of a million years of torture offended my sense of justice. And
so, since the idea of hell was presented as though it came from the Bible,
I had nowhere to go but the Bible if I wanted an answer. When I got
there, I found that the Bible did not say what I thought it said. Oh there
would be fire all right, but it will burn the wicked to ashes and the
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righteous will tread the ashes under-foot (Malachi 4:1-3). I found that
there really is a hell fire, and even if it continued forever, the people who
are put in hell die there and are burned to ashes.

Can anyone really know God?
Over the years the Bible has forced a lot of changes in my inherited
theology. I am particularly grateful for a short passage found in the
prophet Jeremiah:
“Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom,
neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory
in his riches: But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth
and knoweth me, that I am the LORD which exercise loving kindness,
judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith
the LORD” (Jeremiah 9:23).
If it were not for these words, I might despair of ever coming to know
God. But I can know him. I cannot only know him, I can glory in knowing
him.
Yet I have come to see that knowing God is the work of a lifetime.
Childhood assumptions about the nature of God and the demands of God
will not hold. Nor will the assurances of preachers any more. I have found
them wrong too often.
Most of us carry a set of synthetic beliefs through life—that is, we
have synthesized a set of beliefs from things we have heard and things we
have experienced. Over time, we modify those beliefs so they fit better.
But while a synthetic faith may be adequate to serve a synthetic God in
a synthetic world, it does not wear well in real life.
A real faith can only be found in coming to know the real God on his
terms. The only way to know him is by going to the source.
Read your Bible, but watch out for your assumptions. We all tend to
see what we expect to see. If you expect Christians to go to heaven when
they die, you may read right over Matthew 5:5 without grasping what Jesus
really said: “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.”
If your mind is made up that man has an immortal soul, you may miss
Ecclesiastes 9:5 altogether: “For the living know that they shall die: but
the dead know not anything.”
Much of what you believe is surely true. If you are honest, you know
5

