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Book One
Beginners

Up, Up and Away!

Daily Devotionals
Week 1 - A Special Baby is Born!
Sunday - Luke 1:26-27
Monday - Matthew 1:20
Tuesday - Luke 2:8-10
Wednesday - Luke 2:13-14
Thursday - Isaiah 9:6
Friday - Isaiah 7:14
Saturday - John 7:42

Week 3 - Jesus is Baptized
Sunday - Matthew 3:16
Monday - Acts 8:36-37
Tuesday - Acts 2:41
Wednesday - Mark 16:16
Thursday - Colossians 2:12
Friday - Matthew 28:19-20
Saturday - Acts 2:38

Week 5 - Food for Everyone
Sunday - Psalm 37:25
Monday - John 6:32-33
Tuesday - Matthew 6:26
Wednesday - Matthew 14:19-29
Thursday - Matthew 15:35-37
Friday - Psalm 136:25-26
Saturday 1 Timothy 6:6-8

Week 7 - The Best Day of the Week
Sunday - Genesis 2:2-3
Monday - Exodus 20:8
Tuesday - Deuteronomy 5:12-14a
Wednesday - Isaiah 58:13
Thursday - Mark 2:27-28
Friday - Mark 3:2-4
Saturday - Colossians 2:16-17

Week 9 - Jesus Loves Me!
Sunday - Ephesians 3:19
Monday - Jeremiah 31:3
Tuesday - 1 John 3:1
Wednesday - John 3:16
Thursday - Revelation 1:5
Friday - Romans 8:38-39
Saturday - 1 John 4:18-19

Week 2 - Jesus V isit s the Temple
Sunday - Luke 2:40
Monday - 2 Corinthians 8:7
Tuesday - 2 Peter 1:5
Wednesday - Colossians 1:10
Thursday - Proverbs 18:2
Friday - Proverbs 1:7
Saturday - John 8:31

Week 4 - In God’ s House
Sunday - Luke 19:46
Monday - Hebrews 2:12
Tuesday - 1 Timothy 3:15
Wednesday - Psalm 84:10
Thursday - Isaiah 2:3
Friday - Haggai 2:7
Saturday - Psalm 23:6

Week 6 - Jesus W alks on W ater!
Sunday - Psalm 62:11
Monday - Numbers 11:23
Tuesday - Matthew 19:26
Wednesday - Genesis 18:14
Thursday - Psalm 119:116-117
Friday - Luke 1:37
Saturday - Matthew 28:18

Week 8 - The Blind Man Can See!
Sunday - Ephesians 1:18
Monday - Matthew 11:4-5
Tuesday - Matthew 15:30-31
Wednesday - Matthew 4:23-24
Thursday - Matthew 9:12
Friday - Mark 6:56
Saturday - Matthew 9:27-29

Week 10 - The Man in the T ree
Sunday - Matthew 7:7
Monday - Matthew 6:33
Tuesday - Colossians 3:1
Wednesday - 2 Chronicles 22:9
Thursday - Psalm 63:1
Friday - Psalm 14:2
Saturday - Psalm 27:4
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Activity
Color the picture of Zacchaeus sitting in the tree.
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The purpose of this series of lessons is to intro-
duce each child to Jesus. We hope to instill a love
for Jesus, an awareness of Him as a friend, a guide,
a help in time of need, and to lay the groundwork
for coming to know Him as Savior. We also want
to develop in the children a love for learning about
God which will bring them again and again to church
and to Sabbath School.
     We hope to encourage daily contact with God
through prayer and devotional Bible readings. In
the process, we hope to create in each child an
expectation of fully participating as a baptized mem-
ber in God’s church. We also pray that the les-
sons in this book will translate into knowledge and
behavior becoming of a child of God.
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A passage from a psalm haunted me over the days
when we were putting the finishing touches on our
first book. “For you, O Lord, are my hope, my trust,
from my youth,” said David. “Upon you I have
leaned from my birth” (Psalm 71:5, 6 NRSV). What
David is saying is that he could not remember a
time when he had not trusted and leaned on God.

If only all of our children would grow up with the
same faith—that they would not be able to remem-
ber a time when they did not pray, have faith in God,
follow His teachings as best they knew and love
Jesus Christ as their friend.

After these words in the psalm comes this
beautiful affirmation: “O God, from my youth you
have taught me, and I still proclaim your wondrous
deeds. So even to old age and gray hairs, O God,
do not forsake me, until I proclaim your might to all
the generations to come” (vv. 17, 18).

As we continue this project, we hope and pray
that God Himself will teach our children. It is our
task to present His message to the children with
love, clarity, persuasion and even passion. For if we
do not teach as people who love God, how can we
hope to pass on that love to the children?

You hold in your hands the first revised book in
the “Life of Christ” series designed for use by
Beginners, parents and Sabbath School instruc-
tors in teaching your children the ways of God. As
far as we know, no one in our tradition has ever
done anything quite like this—a fact that is astonish-
ing all in itself.

There are those who say that if you give them a
child until he is six years old, the child will remain in
their faith for life. There is a lot of truth in that state-
ment. The reason is that children are more open to
faith at that age than they ever will be again. Chil-
dren also tend to fulfill our expectations. If we do not
expect them to know God at that age, then they
may well fall into a habit of assuming that God may
be important to the church or their parents, but that
He need not be important to them.

Realizing that children are as much in need of
ministry as adults, CEM formed an arm called Youth
Educational Adventures (YEA) to underwrite and
expedite the teaching and nurturing of the children
and youth of God’s people.

One of the first goals of YEA is the biblical
literacy of the children, but that is not nearly enough.
Which of you parents does not hope for your
children to be baptized? If you can hope for it, then it

is only right that you work for it and YEA stands
ready to help you. We want your children to not only
know about God, but to know Him. We want them
not only to know about Jesus, but to believe in Him
and to commit their lives to Him.

These lessons are more than isolated stories
about biblical characters. Into each lesson is woven
a strong life application. With all of this in mind, we
have developed an ongoing curriculum so that
when a child passes age seven, age 11, or age 18,
he will know the things he should know at that age
and will have come as far as maturity will allow.

Parents are encouraged to read the lessons to
their children prior to Sabbath School. This will help
them reach their comfort level more quickly in class.
It will enable them to participate in class discussions
and benefit more from the lesson. This age group
enjoys sharing what they have learned. If you follow
through after class with a discussion about what
they have learned, they will feel good about sharing
it with you. Show that you are interested by asking
questions and making comments. Giving a lot of
positive reinforcement will help them to love Sabbath
School and enjoy learning about God’s word.

It would be good for the parents to join their
children in reading the devotionals on the back of
their book each day and to kneel with them and
pray. Doing  this habitually can build a foundation of
biblical knowledge that will last throughout all
eternity.
     These lessons were designed to take about 45
to 50 minutes. Ideally, Sabbath Schools could be
taught at the same time as an adult Bible Study.
Every section of the lesson should be completed. If
there is not enough time allotted for Sabbath School,
the teachers should work with the parents to encour-
age the children to complete the activities at home.
The activities are designed not only to add pleasure
to the learning experience, but to reinforce the
lesson as well and to complete the learning process.
     We regret being unable to include the music for
the suggested songs. For your convenience,
Christian Educational Ministries stocks the Kids
Classics Collection, Volume 1. To order, either write
to P. O. Box 560, Whitehouse, TX 75791, or for
credit card orders telephone 1-888-BIBLE-44.

May God bless the little children, and may He
do it through you.

Ronald L. Dart

Dear Parents and Teachers,Dear Parents and Teachers,Dear Parents and Teachers,Dear Parents and Teachers,Dear Parents and Teachers,
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Once there was a very little man named Zacchaeus
who lived in Jericho. Zacchaeus was a rich tax collector.
People didn’t like Zacchaeus because he cheated
them.

Zacchaeus heard that Jesus was coming to town. He wanted
more than anything to see Jesus. He was sorry that he had not
always been honest.

One day Jesus came to Jericho. Zacchaeus rushed to
find a place to wait for Him. When he got to the road
there were lots and lots of people there. Zacchaeus was
too short to see over the people’s heads.

Then he saw a big sycamore tree. Zacchaeus hurried and
climbed up onto one of the branches. Jesus was coming down the
road! Zacchaeus could see Him walking. Then Jesus stopped—right
under the tree. Jesus looked up into the tree and said, “Zacchaeus,
come down. I want to go home with you today.”

Jesus was coming to his house! Zacchaeus climbed down.
He and Jesus walked to Zacchaeus’ house. Zacchaeus told

Jesus he was sorry. He said he would pay back all the
money he took. He would even give back four times as
much! Jesus forgave Zacchaeus.

Lesson 10Lesson 10Lesson 10Lesson 10Lesson 10

The ManThe ManThe ManThe ManThe Man
in the Tin the Tin the Tin the Tin the Treereereereeree

Memory V erse:
    “Salvation has come to your house” (Luke 19:9).



One day an angel came to a woman named Mary. She was a
good woman. The angel said that something very special would
happen to her. She would have a baby that would be God’s own
Son. It would be the most special baby ever born. His name
would be Jesus. He would be the Savior of the world.

Mary and Joseph had to go to Bethlehem to pay their taxes. It
was time to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles. Joseph put Mary on a
donkey to ride and he walked beside her.

When they got to Bethlehem there was no place for them to stay. All
the hotels were full. Finally Joseph found a kind hotel keeper

who wanted to help. He told them they could stay in the
stable where his animals were kept. That night the baby
Jesus was born. Mary didn’t have a bed for Jesus. She put

Him to sleep in a manger.
Shepherds were in a nearby field. They stayed in the field

all night watching their sheep. All of a sudden the sky lit up. It was an
angel that caused the sky to be very bright. The shep-
herds were frightened. The angel told them not to be
afraid. He told them baby Jesus had been born. They
would find Him lying in a manger. The angels were
so happy they started singing. The shepherds were
happy too. They went running to tell everyone they
saw that Jesus had been born.

Lesson 1Lesson 1Lesson 1Lesson 1Lesson 1

A Special BabyA Special BabyA Special BabyA Special BabyA Special Baby
is Born!is Born!is Born!is Born!is Born!

Memory V erse:
“Glory to God in the highest” (Luke 2:14).
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Activity
Color the picture of the children acting out

the lesson about the blessing of the children.



ActivityActivityActivityActivityActivity

5

Mary and Joseph put Jesus in a manger.
Color the picture of Mary and Joseph in the stable.

Lesson 9Lesson 9Lesson 9Lesson 9Lesson 9

Jesus Loves Me!Jesus Loves Me!Jesus Loves Me!Jesus Loves Me!Jesus Loves Me!

   Memory V erse:
           “Jesus said: Let the little children come unto me”

     (Matthew 19:14).

One sunny day Jesus sat teaching the people. When
the women heard that Jesus was there, mommies
began bringing their children to Jesus. They wanted Him
to bless the children.

The disciples didn’t want the children to bother Jesus. They said
He had more important things to do. They wanted to send the
children away.

Jesus loves little children. When He heard what the disciples were
doing, He told them to let the children come  to
Him. Jesus said we must all become like little
children if we want to be part of God’s Kingdom. We
must learn to love and trust Him.

Jesus picked up each little child. He put His hand
on their heads and prayed. He was giving a blessing to these
children. He wanted them to know that He would protect them from
harm. Jesus was a friend to the little children. He wants to be your
best friend!

Every night before you go to bed, kneel and pray to
God. Thank Him for giving you this blessing. Ask Him
to help you be good, obey your parents and God’s
commands, and to love Him.

20



Lesson 2Lesson 2Lesson 2Lesson 2Lesson 2

Jesus VJesus VJesus VJesus VJesus Visitsisitsisitsisitsisits
the Tthe Tthe Tthe Tthe Templeempleempleempleemple
      Memory V erse:

      “So Jesus grew both t all and wise” (Luke 2:40).

Baby Jesus grew and grew. When He was 12 years
old He went with His family to Jerusalem. They were
going to keep the Passover feast.

There were many people in Jerusalem. Friends and
cousins were there. Jesus saw many new things there, too.

He went to God’s house, the Temple. He saw the priests
reading God’s Law from a scroll. Jesus loved to pray and
learn about God. He sat and listened.
    Soon the feast was over. Mary, Joseph, and many
other people started back to Nazareth. But Jesus was

not with them. They looked and looked for Him. But, Jesus was
nowhere to be found.

Mary and Joseph turned around and went back to Jerusalem.
They searched and searched everywhere. At last, they
found Jesus in the Temple. He was teaching the
teachers! Everyone was amazed that a young boy
knew God’s Word so well.

Mary and Joseph asked Jesus why He stayed
behind. Jesus said, “Don’t worry about me.” He told them His
Heavenly Father knew where He was. He was doing His Father’s
business. Jesus never disobeyed His parents. He was doing what
His Heavenly Father wanted Him to do.

6 19

Activity
Color the picture of the blind man sitting beside the road.

Circle some of the things that he saw after Jesus
healed his eyes.



Activity
Where do you go to learn God’s word and pray?
Connect the dots to see, then color the picture.

7

Lesson 8Lesson 8Lesson 8Lesson 8Lesson 8

The Blind ManThe Blind ManThe Blind ManThe Blind ManThe Blind Man
Can See!Can See!Can See!Can See!Can See!
Memory V erse:

“I was blind, and now I see”  (John 9:25).
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One day Jesus and His disciples were walking along a road. They
saw a man sitting by the side of the road. The man was blind—he
couldn’t see.

This poor man had been blind all of his life. He had
never seen a tree or grass. He had never seen his
mother and father. He couldn’t see the bright sunshine
or the rain. It was like he was in a very dark room with-
out any light.

The blind man couldn’t see to go to work. So, he was very poor.
All he could do was sit beside the road and beg people for money so
he could buy food.

Jesus stopped when He saw the poor blind man. Then Jesus did
a strange thing. He picked up a handful of dirt.
He spit on the dirt and made some mud. Then
he put the mud on the man’s eyes. Jesus told
the man to go wash in the Pool of Siloam. The

blind man did what Jesus said.
When the man opened his eyes he could see! He

saw green trees and grass. He saw the bright sun
shine. But best of all, he saw Jesus! Jesus made the
blind man see. Jesus had power to heal the blind
man. He has power to heal you and me!



Lesson 3Lesson 3Lesson 3Lesson 3Lesson 3

Jesus is BaptizedJesus is BaptizedJesus is BaptizedJesus is BaptizedJesus is Baptized

Memory V erse:
“This is my beloved Son”

(Matthew 3:17).

Tromp, tromp, tromp. Jesus walked by the Jordan River. There
were many other people walking by the river. Jesus’
cousin, John the Baptist, was standing in the water. John
was all  wet. The other people with him were wet, too.
They  were not swimming. John had just baptized the
people.
    Jesus went into the river and asked John to baptize
Him. John didn’t think he was good enough to baptize
Jesus. He knew that Jesus was God’s Son. Jesus wanted

to be baptized because God said that it was right. So John said he
would baptize Jesus.

Jesus and John walked out into the beautiful Jordan River. John
put Jesus under the water. Then John brought Jesus up very
quickly.

God was very pleased. He sent a white dove from
the sky. It landed on Jesus. It was God’s Holy Spirit
that looked like a dove. God’s voice came from
heaven saying, “This is Jesus, my Son.”

 God wants everyone to be baptized. Baptism tells God that you
want to obey Him. Baptism shows God that you want

Him to wash away all the bad things you have done.

8

Activity
Color the picture of the girl and boy

being good on the Sabbath.
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9

Activity
Follow the maze and help the people

get to the river to be baptized.

Lesson 7Lesson 7Lesson 7Lesson 7Lesson 7

The Best DayThe Best DayThe Best DayThe Best DayThe Best Day
of the Wof the Wof the Wof the Wof the Weekeekeekeekeek
      Memory V erse:

        “Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy”
      (Exodus 20:8).
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God created the world and everything in it. He made
the stars, the sun and moon, and all of the
animals and birds. He did all of that in six days.
Then He rested on the seventh day. God tells us
that we should rest on the seventh day as He did.
God calls that day the Sabbath.

The Sabbath is a very special day. It’s a day to do
good things for other people. We should always go to a
Sabbath service and worship God. It is the best day of
the week!

Jesus did a lot of good things on the Sabbath. One day
He saw a man whose hand had something wrong with it. He could
not use it like his other hand. It just didn’t work right.

It was the Sabbath Day. Jesus wanted to do something really
good for this man. He told the man to stretch out his hand. When the

man stretched it out, guess what happened? The
man’s hand was made well. He could use it just like
you use your hands. What a special thing to do on
the Sabbath!
  Jesus helped those who needed help on the

Sabbath. He wants you to do good on the Sabbath, too.



Lesson 4Lesson 4Lesson 4Lesson 4Lesson 4

In God’s HouseIn God’s HouseIn God’s HouseIn God’s HouseIn God’s House

Memory V erse:
“Let us go into the house of the Lord”

(Psalm 122:1).

1010101010

Activity
Color the picture of Peter and

the disciples in the storm.
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Do you know the song, Old MacDonald Had A Farm? The dog
said bow-wow here and bow-wow there. The cat said meow
here and meow there. The sheep said baa-baa here
and baa-baa there. The cow said moo-moo here and
moo-moo there. What if all these animals were
making noise at the same time? It would be a
terrible sound!

That is how it must have sounded when Jesus went to the Temple
in Jerusalem. He looked around. There were animals everywhere.
Men were selling the animals. What were they doing in God’s
house?

Jesus was angry with the greedy men. He shouted, “Get
out of here!” He began chasing the men and animals out of
the Temple. Jesus pushed over the greedy men’s tables.
Coins spilled everywhere. Everything looked a mess.

It was wrong for these men to sell animals in God’s house. God’s
house is a place where we go to learn about God. It is a place
                       where we sing and pray and worship God. God’s
                        house is not a place where we sell things, or run and
                         play and shout. There are right things to do in God’s
                           house. And there are some things the we should not
do in God’s house.



ActivityActivityActivityActivityActivity
Put a circle around the things that

do not belong in God’s house.
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Lesson 6Lesson 6Lesson 6Lesson 6Lesson 6

Jesus WJesus WJesus WJesus WJesus Walksalksalksalksalks
on Won Won Won Won Water!ater!ater!ater!ater!
Memory V erse:

“O you of little faith”  (Matthew 14:31).
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Jesus sent His disciples out in their boat. They had to sail
all the way across the Sea of Galilee.

In the middle of the night a big wind came up.
There were very high waves on the sea. They made
loud splashing noises as they hit against the boat.
The boat tossed from one side to another. Water was
getting into the boat. Jesus’ disciples were afraid!

Jesus knew His disciples were in trouble and needed His help. He
started walking right on top of the water to help them!

One of the disciples saw someone walking on the water. They all
thought it was a ghost. But, they heard a voice that they knew. It was
Jesus. He said, “Don’t be afraid!”

Peter asked Jesus to let him walk on the water too. Over the side
of the boat went Peter’s legs. He stepped out onto the top of the
water as Jesus was doing. But he began to see the waves. He felt

the wind blowing his hair. Peter was afraid. Then he
began to sink. He called out to Jesus for help.

Jesus reached out His hand. He helped Peter
back into the boat. When Jesus got into the boat the
wind and waves got still. The storm stopped! Peter’s
Friend Jesus saved him. Jesus is your Friend, too.



Lesson 5Lesson 5Lesson 5Lesson 5Lesson 5

FFFFFood forood forood forood forood for
EveryoneEveryoneEveryoneEveryoneEveryone
Memory V erse:

“Jesus took the loaves and fishes. . .
and gave thanks to God” (John 6:1 1).
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Many people had followed Jesus all day. He had been healing the
sick. Jesus wanted to be alone with His disciples. He took them up a
mountain to rest. But many, many people followed them.

Jesus saw that the people were hungry. He wanted to give them
something to eat. But, there was no store to buy food. They didn’t
have money to buy food for so many people anyway.

Andrew told Jesus that there was a little boy who had
a lunch. He wanted to give it to Jesus. There were
only five small loaves of bread and two small fishes.
That was not enough to feed all of the people.

Jesus took the little boy’s bread and fish. He gave
thanks to God for the food. Then Jesus broke the
bread and gave it to His disciples. They passed the

food out to all the people. Everyone ate until they
were full. The disciples picked up what was leftover.
The leftover food filled up 12 baskets! There was
more food than when they started!

God wants us to learn to share like the little boy. It
makes God happy when we give something that we
have to help someone else.

13

ActivityActivityActivityActivityActivity
Color the picture of the little boy

sharing his lunch of fish and bread.
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